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Lethal bird flu 
virus spreads 
to Africa 


СІ іп hot water for shooting 
stray animals at Sulu camp 
By Dona Z, Pazzibugan 


PERHAPS THIS AMERICAN SOLDIER LIKES LIVE HAS 
subjects for target practice. Ў 
Lt. Mike Rice, a member of the US Navy Seal 
‘Team 1 taking partin the RP-US Balikatan mili- 
tary exercises in Sulu, has gotten into the habit of 
дїм HOT /A20 


= BUSINESS /ВІ 
Coco-based 
exports jumped 
14.6% in 2005 


= WORLD /AIO 
VP Cheney 
lacked hunting 
license 


SC okay; filing of charges 
against Marcopper officials 
By Armand №. Мосит 


THE SUPREME COURT HAS GIVEN THE GREEN 
light for the indictment of officials of Магсоррег 
Mining Corp. for allegedly causing environmental 
damage in Marinduque a decade ago. 

Ina 17-page decision released yesterday, the. 
high court turned down the petition by Marcop- 
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arte а oe per officers Joh Eric Loney, Steven Paul Reid 
: and Pedro Hernandez seeking to quash the com- 
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FROM 
SPECIAL 
KIDS 
President 
Macapagal- 
Arroyo gets 
red roses from 
hearing- 
impaired 
students of the 
Philippine 
Institute for 
the Deaf in. 
Pasay City. The 
President 
visited the 
schoolon 
Valentine's 
Day. 


FROM THE INSIDE looking out. Peering through the gate of his 
оннан 


Тапау resthouse, former President Joseph Estrada watches actress 
Susan Roces and former Vice President Teofisto Guingona plant 
seedlings to launch his Freedom from Hunger movement, 


Gov't raises La Nina alert 


All agencies ordered to prepare for heavy rains during summer 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


LA NINA, A WEATHER 
phenomenon charac- 
terized by heavy rains, 
is coming. 

Malacañang has ordered all 
government agencies to prepare 
for the onslaught of heavy rains 
during the summer months as the 
‘weather bureau noted consistent 
indications of a La Nifia in the 
country. 

President | Macapagal-Arroyo 
met with Cabinet officials in 
Malacafiang on Saturday for a 
briefing with the Philippine At- 
mospheric, Geophysical and As- 
tronomical Services Administra- 
tion (Pagasa) on recent weather 
disturbances that killed 14 peo- 
ple and displaced at least 5,700 
families 

Increases in the incidence of 
typhoons, floods and frequent 
heavy rains since November last 
year may be explained by the de- plain why it should not be held in. 
velopment of La Niña, Pagasa el a è contempt of court for not comply- 
Said. 3 IAS Mum, eut ing with its directive to determine 

"The persistence of present the criminal liability of officials 
oceanic and atmospheric pat- involved in the voided contract 
terns in the next two months will x between the Comelec and Mega- 
confirm the occurrence ofa La Ni- a ЭА a ste Pacific Corp. 
fia episode and continue to influ- MORE THAN 4,000 people head for safety after nonstop rains spawned floods and mudslides on Panaon Island, Leyte. With total damage to crops ‘The court was referring to its 
ence the climate of the Philip- and property that could reach P100 million, the government has placed the province under a state of calamity. SeestoryonPegeAlB) нито OMBUDSMANI AB 


GMA hits ‘Wowowee’ organizers; ABS-CBN miffed 


mul said at a press briefing yes- 
terday. 
By Christine О. Avendaño 
and Leila B. Salaverria 


Ombudsman 
faces contempt 
over Р1.3-В 
Comelec mess 


By Armand N. Nocum, 
Jerome Aning 
and Philip С. Тибета 


NEWLY APPOINTED OMBUDS- 
man Merceditas Gutierrez faces 
contempt charges for the failure 
of her office to determine the 
criminal liability of Benjamin 
Abalos, chair of the Commission 
оп Elections, and other poll offi- 
cials linked to irregularities in the 
P1.3-billion automated counting 
machine deal. 

The Supreme Court yesterday 
ordered the Ombudsman to ex- 


See 


“Conditions in the country will 
be characterized by normal to 
above normal rainfall at least up 
to May, the probability of more 
tropical cyclones within the PAR 
(Philippine Area of Responsibili- 
ty) and flooding in some areas,” 
he said. 


Feb. 4 stampede, but did not 
name ABS-CBN. 

Speaking for the first time 
about the stampede outside the 
PhilSports Arena (formerly Ultra) 
їп Pasig City, the President said 
the "tragedy" showed "the inade- 


quacy and negligence of the orga- 
nization that sponsored" the 
game show “Wowowee.” 

“At nakakalungkot na sa halip 
па tukuyin ang kalinga sa mga 
biktima at akuin ang responsibili- 
dad, iyong mga sponsor ng pal- 


blame on the victims because 
they are poor),” she said in an in- 

terview over d2RH radio. 
їп a statement issued later in 
the day, ABS-CBN said: "We are 
saddened that President Arroyo 
GMAHITSIAS 


abas ay hinahanap na pagbinta- 
ngan iyong mga biktima dahil 
mahirap sila (And the sad thing 
is, instead of focusing on provid- 
ing care for the victims and claim- 
ing responsibility, the shows 
sponsors are trying to pin the 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- 
royo yesterday took to task the 
“organization” behind the daily 


Gov'TRaIses/a20 game show that triggered the 


OFW blew lid off secret 
‘shabu’ flea market 


By Ramon Tulfo 


‘Love’ fills the balls of Congress 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
and Norman Bordadora 


heart-filled messages by text, while others 
gave out cookies and chocolates. 

When Deputy Speaker Emilio Espinosa Jr. 
ordered a roll call, only 110 House members 
(out of 236) responded. It would seem that 

Lovey As 


strike could provoke bloody fight- 
ing, according to information ob- 
tained by the INquinen. 

Every day, hundreds of "scor- 
ers" or “shabu” users entered the 
place, which operated 24 hours. It 
‘was a compound that never slept. 

The mauling incident was re- 
ported by the OFW to a media 
colleague, Erwin Tulfo, my broth- 
ex. At the time, Erwin was still 
hosting for ABS-CBN the "Mis- 
sion X" program dealing with ex- 
posés on the ugly side of life. The 
show has since moved to another 
channel. 


LOVE, ACTUALLY, FILLED THE HALLS OF 
Congress on Valentine's Day. 


IF THE PEOPLE AT THE MAPAYAPA. Some lawmakers yesterday spread their. 


compound hadn't beaten up one of 
their customers, the “shabu flea 
market” in the heart of Pasig City 
might still be doing brisk business 
today 

‘The customer was an overseas 
Filipino worker on a long vaca- 
tion from the Middle Bast. 


Blasted hopes, broken dreams for 14 minors 


By Dona Pazzibugan 
and Edson Tandoc Jr. 


nors who will be charged with ille- 
gal drug use after they were round- 
ed up with 300 other people dur- 
ing a police raid on a compound of 
“shabu restaurants" in Pasig City, 
officials said yesterday. 

Theirs are the tales of blasted 
hopes and broken dreams, social 
workers said. 


“They knew that using drugsis aged 14 to 17, would be charged 
wrong. But something inside along with around 200 adults 
them had also gone wrong,” city who were arrested in Friday's 
social welfare head Francisca raid which showed how 
Delleva told the INquinen, widespread the menace of a 
Delleva said most of the chil- P214-billion illegal drugs indus- 
dren who tested positive for try had become. 
drugs came from broken families. “Charges will be filed against 
Officials said the 14 minors, BLASTED/A20 


ONEISA 17-YEAR-OLD GIRLWHO 

is eight months pregnant. Another 

is aged 14 with a 4month-old fetus 

growing inside her. 

By фе ОРУ account, he had Вой have tested positive for 
OFWjA) drugs and they were among 14 mi- 

SAAR AIST TESTE 


Аий 


WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST: Eaten secon of tha county wl w 


Cloudy skies with seared ranstowers and isolated thunder- 
‘storms. Tha est ofthe country wil be partiy cloudy to at times 


обун oad rainshowers. 
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Senate told: Cha-cha or bust 


By Michael Lim Ubac and T] Burgonio 


SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIA YESTERDAY WARNED 
SENators opposed to Charter change that they risked 
becoming “irrelevant” if they failed to support the shift 


tea parliamentary system. 


‘We don't wish to say that they will 
пф оте irrelevant but that’s what's 
seing to happen,” the Speaker said in 
‘press briefing. 

без our hope that statesmanship 
will prevail in the Senate ... and will 
троп to the call of our people to ef- 
fect changes in the Constitution to 
sdye our country from this impossible 
system of constant chaos, paralysis 
anid gridlock..." said De Venecia. 

fhe House has decided to push 
Чоц with Charter change, even 
without the participation of the Sen- 


ъре Venecia said the initiative to 
xliher 195 signatures of “all mem- 
béis of Congress,” voting jointly, to 
cdigstitute the Senate and the House 
irffo a constituent assembly to autho- 
ті 6 Charter change could be finished 


in 30 days. 

He said the constitutional provi- 
sion authorizing the revision of the 
Constitution by a three-fourths vote 
of all members of Congress was “very 
clear, there's no room for ambiguity" 

‘The Senate insists that only a ma- 
jority of both chambers, voting sepa- 
rately, could convert Congress into а 
constituent assembly to amend the 
Charter. 

‘The Senate also wants the amend- 
ments to be done by way of a consti- 
tutional convention, which De Vene- 
cia thinks would be too long and too 
expensive. 

“We're not trying to abolish the 
Senate here. Both will be replaced .. 
by a unicameral parliament,” De 
Venecia said 

He expects a challenge to be 


brought before the Supreme Court 
but said he believes “in the judicial 
statesmanship of the Supreme 
Court” to stand by the House inter- 
pretation. 

He said a “two-track initiative” for 
Charter change would be set into mo- 
tion in the “next 48 hours,” starting 
with the signature campaign in the 
House and a people's initiative to be 
launched by 100 peoples and non- 
government organizations at the Ni- 
noy Aquino stadium today. 

Rep. Constantino Jaraula said the 
House committee on constitutional 
amendments, which he chairs, has al- 
ready completed the debates on spe- 
cificamendments. 

Once the 195 signatures are gath- 
ered, the new Charter will be present- 
ed for adoption by the plenary and a 
joint session could be convened by 
March 15. 

Senators, including allies of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, scoffed at 
the 30-day ultimatum. 

‘Senate President Franklin Drilon 
said the Senate would not be rushed 
into completing its hearings on what 
mode to adopt. 
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Sen. Miriam Defensor Santiago said what 
De Venecia was doing was unconstitutional 
which he would have to answer for before the 
SC. 

“We reject this brazen attempt to ram Cha- 
cha down our throats. I predict that this ulti- 
matum will convince a total of zero senators,” 
said Majority Leader Francis Pangilinan. 


"No need to wait for 30 days. He can have 
my answer now. No to concentration of pow- 
er. No to kami-kami, tayo-tayo [cronyist] poli- 
tics. No to Cha-cha,” said Sen. Manuel Roxas. 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson said the House has to to 
set ts priorities right by transmitting the 2006 
budget measure to the Senate before tackling 
Charter change. 


AFP warns would-be rebs 
as Magdalo boys go to court 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 
and Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


THE MILITARY WARNED YESTERDAY IT 
would ‘court-martial soldiers who heed es- 
caped mutineers’ call for them to wear red 
armbands as a sign of protest, and fielded up 
to 400 troops to prevent any more escapes as 
21 detained Oakwood mutineers appeared 
before a Makati court trying them on coup 
d'etat charges. 

‘Armed Forces spokesman Col. Tristan Ki- 
son issued the warning even as the military 
top brass has insisted that the troops were 

olidly behind their embattled commander- 
n-chief. 

Apart from not being part ofa soldier's 
miform, wearing red arm bands even 
vhen they're in civilian clothes would 
onstitute "violation of good order and 
ailitary discipline because it’s a sign of 
lefiance,” Col. Tristan Kison told re- 
sorters. 

The so-called "Magdalo" group which 
taged the July 27, 2003 mutiny at the Oak- 
vood Premier hotel in Makati has been vocal 
ately about their goal to oust President Maca- 
vagal-Arroyo. 

Four Magdalo officers who escaped from 
n Army detention facility last Jan. 17 issued 

statement on Monday urging the public to 
lramatize their protest against what they 
alled the “bogus” Arroyo administration by 
vearing red arm bands. 

Meanwhile, in spite of the unusually heavy. 
ecurity thrown around them, one of the 23 
ccused soldiers who appeared in court yes- 
erday managed to speak with reporters for 
ome five minutes before he was called away 
y a court employee to sign an attendance 
heet. 

“Our group is calling on the people to 
hoose, decide, whether we would stay under 
his system run through corruption and de- 
eption, or will we take the stand for truth 

and change?" said Ist Lt. Francisco Ashley 
Acedillo. 

About 30 uniformed Military Police 
troopers were inside the court room guard- 
ing the 21 accused officers. In addition, 
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about six military agents in civilian clothes 
guarded Marine Capt. Nicanor Faeldon, 
who had escaped last Dec. 14 but was re- 
captured on Jan. 27. Also in court apart 
from the 21 were two other officers earlier 
released on bail. 

Army Capt. Ramon Zagala П, spokesman 
for the military's National Capital Region 
Command said roughly 400 soldiers pro- 
vided security for yesterday's hearing at 
Branch 148 of the Makati Regional Trial 
Court. 

Taking their posts as early as sunrise, 
soldiers were detailed to guard the route 
of the convoy of roughly 30 military vehi- 
cles that escorted the accused to court, 
the perimeter and surrounding intersec- 
tions of the old Makati City Hall build 
ing, as well as hallway and interior of the. 
Session Hall. 

"It's like there's a war here,” said lead de- 
fense counsel Roel Pulido. “I think this is an 
indication of how insecure they really are. 
‘Two weeks ago they were saying four es- 
capees cannot launch anything, but now 
they're saying 25 detainees are a threat to na- 
tional security.” 

Acedillo appeared undaunted, however, as 
he approached the reporters. No one made an 
effort to stop him either. 

“Obviously, our detention does not limit 
our goal,” he said. “Physically, you are limit- 
ed, but that is not the end of one man's aspira- 
tions. His thought and awareness extends and... 
expands beyond the jail cell." 

Just before the hearing started, he slipped 
reporters a note in the name of three Magdalo 
leaders who decided not to attend the hearing 
— Navy Lieutenants Antonio Trillanes IV and 
James Layug, and Marine Capt. Gary Alejano. 
It was the same statement Trillanes issued af- 
tera hearing on Jan. 17. 

After Judge Oscar Pimentel adjourned 
the hearing, one of the soldiers handed re- 
porters a white handkerchief bearing the 
Magdalo insignia printed in red. Written 
under the insignia in bold black letters 
were the words: “Sulong Bayan! Ituloy ang 
Laban (Advance People! Continue the 
Struggle!)." 
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Sotto urges seizure of ‘shabu tiangge’ property 


THE PASIG.PROPERTY USED AS 
a “shabu tiangge” should be 
seized and converted into a de- 
tention and drug rehabilitation. 
center. 

Former Sen. Vicente C. Sotto 


GMA: Face 
of Edsa 
has changed 


A WEEK BEFORE THE 
nation commem- 
morates the 20th year 
anniversary of the first 
people power uprising, 
President Macapagal- 
Arroyo said “the face of 
Edsa has changed as 
far as leaders are con- 
cemed.” She plans to 
celebrate it quietly 

But President Arroyo 
said she did not want to 
add anything more on 
what she noted was 


TI hurled this challenge at the ment will not tolerate the use of 
Department of Justice, the Philip- property for the use and trade of 
pine Drug Enforcement Agency illegal drugs. 

(PDEA) and the Philippine Na- This, Soto said, fulfills the re- 
tional Police todeliver aclear and quirement that one of the pillars 
strong message that the govem- in drug abuse prevention is reha- 


bilitation. In addition, seizure of 
the property would be poetic jus- 
tice and a slap on the face of the 
drug-traffickers in the area. 

The former senator, in a press 
statement, cited R.A. 9165, the 


“Because the people 
are tired of politics,” 
Ms Arroyo explained, 
in an interview over 
dzRH radio. 

The President said. 
that it was better to 
celebrate the Feb.22- 
25 people power up- 
rising with a simple 
ceremony. 

"And each of us 
can celebrate indi- 
vidualy and with 
meaning,” President 
Arroyo said. 

“As for me, I will 
bring the govern- 
ment to the people 
on this day as I have 
been doing every- 
day” she also said. 

‘Ar the height of the 
political crisis that Presi- 
dent Arroyo faced last 
year, various sectors and 
the Palace have claimed 
that people were losing 
faith in launching an- 
other people power up- 
rising. Christine O. 
Avendaño 


Comprehensive Dangerous Drugs 
Act of 2002, which stipulates that 
the property used as a den or re- lieved in the wake of last week's 
sort for illegal drug use may be raid on what was described as a 
seized and confiscated in favor of“ i 
the government. 


The Pasig police chief and six 
members of the PDEA were re; 
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Tax evaders blamed 
for huge debt burden 


By Norman Bordador 


ВЕР ROLANDO ANDAYA JR, OUTGOING 
chair of the House of Representatives’ com- 
mittee on appropriations, called on Filipinos 
Monday night to stop cheating on their taxes, 
saying it was to blame for the country's heavy 
debt burden which would eat up nearly one- 
third this year's proposed national budget of 
P1.05 trillion. 

Andaya made the statement as he formally 
presented to the entire House membership 
the long-delayed proposed national budget 
for 2006. His sponsorship speech was also his 
valedictory address to Congress as he pre- 
pared to assume his new position in President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's Cabinet as budget secre- 
tary. 


Collective penance 

“This budget groans under the weight of 
loan repayments, our collective penance for 
engaging in the national sport that is tax eva- 
sion,” Andaya said. 

Militant and cause-oriented groups have 
repeatedly blamed the massive debt-ser- 
vicing outlays for the dwindling funds left 
for education, health and other services. 
Party-list groups in the House have even 
filed a bill calling for a halt to repayment of 
loans to build the $2.1-billion Bataan Nu- 
clear Power Plant mothballed nearly 20 
years ago. 

“Debt service is the elephant in the living 
room, one cannot deny its existence or shove 
it under the rug.” the representative from Ca- 
marines Sur said. 

“We can either pay it down now or 
queath it all later to our children," he added. 
“We shouldn't allow them to visit our graves 
and rant: All you have left us are OU s." 

"What we can do is to stop the debt pile and 


A 
CMAGICMICRORHONE 3 


let revenues, not loans, pick the tab for gov- 
ernment spending. We have maxed out 
(overextended) our national credit card,” An- 
дауа said. “If we want our credit repayments 


to go down, we must first stop our addiction 
todebt and start our reliance on taxes.” 


National debt 

The Philippines national debt stood. at 
P3.91 trillion as of November 2005. 

‘The proposed P1.053-trillion 2006 budget 
is 14.7 percent or P134.6-billion higher than 
the 2005 budget of P918.6-billion. 

In terms of expense class, P330.5 billion or 
31.4 percent goes to personal services and 
P616.7 billion or 58.6 percent goes to maint 
nance and other operating expenses, leaving 
only P106 billion or 10 percent for capital ex- 
penditures. 

Of the entire allotment for maintenance 
and operating expenses, P340-billion, which 
represents 32.3 percent of the total budget, 
will go to debt servicing, while P166.5-billion 
or 15.8 of the budget, will go to local govern- 
ment units. 

in line with Constitutional provisions, ће 
Department of Education is to get the single 
largest allocation with P119.1 billion. Other 
allocations include: Department of Public 
Works and Highways (P62.3-billion); Nation- 
al Defense (P51.6-billion); Interior and Local 
Governments (45.6-billion); Agriculture 
(15.6-ЫШоп); Agrarian Reform (P15-bil- 
lion); ‘Transportation and Communication 
(P14.3-billion); Health (P10.6-billion); Judi- 
ciary (PB.S-billion); and Finance (P6.9-bil- 
lion) 

Andaya is to be replaced as head of the 
House appropriations committee by Albay 
Rep. Joey Salceda. Ё 

“1 hope that you will treat me kindly.in my 
new work, but friendships, I understand, 
should not come in the way of your duty to 
check and balance the department 1 will 
lead,” Andaya said. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia lauded Andaya's 
“energy, creativity and competence” as chair 
of the appropriations panel. “Andaya is surely 
a great loss to the House but a big gain for the 
nation.” 


Solons expect Moody’s 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
‘CONGRESSIONAL 


economic prospects. 


Rep. Jesli Lapus, chair of the 
House ways and means committee, 
said the positive rating from Fitch 
and S&P was something the govern- 
ment had hoped for fora long time. 

“In fact this is a delayed reac- 
tion by theoretical ratings agen- 
cies. They cannot ignore the real 
score in the market place. Even 
the country's corporate and bank- 
ing bond flotations never had it 


so hot," he said. 


Lapus predicted that Moody's, 
which last week decided to retain. 
its “negative” outlook on the 
Philippines despite recent eco- 
nomic reforms, would also re- 


verse its view. 


“We will surely get а positive 
rating from Moody's once we 
prove our efficiency in imple- 
menting the reformed VAT and 
other reform measures,” said La- 
pus whose committee steered the 
passage of the expanded value- 


1+ 5 moter eed coble added tax measure. 


Rep. Exequiel Javier, the com- 
mittee vice chair, said an upgrade 
from two out of three interna- 
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LEADERS 
yesterday said they expected 
Moody's Investors Service to re- 
vise upwards its outlook on the 
Philippines, following Fitch Rat- 
ings’ and Standard & Poor's "sta- 
ble” assessment of the country's 


to change mood on RP 


tional credit-rating agencies was 
proof that the country was “fast 
regaining the respect of the inter- 
national community” m 

"This is a recognition of gov- 
ernment's seriousness and deci- 
siveness in pursuing needed re- 
forms to correct structural defects 
in the tax system, generate more 
revenues through tax measures 
and generate earnings or savings 
from administrative measures,” 
said Javier. 

‘At the House meanwhile, the 
father of Finance Secretary Mar- 
garito Teves late Monday aban- 
doned his bid for the chairman- 
ship of the ways and means com- 
mittee, forestalling what would 
have been a father-son monopoly 
of the country's taxation and fi- 
nance powers. 

In a privilege speech, Rep. Her- 
minio Teves, a ruling Lakas party 
representative from Negros Ori- 
ental, said he was conceding the 
chairmanship to Lapus, the cur- 
rent committee chair, despite a 
midterm-sharing agreement 
forged in 2004. 

But the older Teves wanted it 
put on record that he did not 
agree with the reasoning of the 
House leaders in denying him the 
committee post, that is, that a fa- 
ther-son, — legislative-executive 
monopoly of taxation and finance 
powers would not be in the couh- 
пуз interest. 


Court extends Nur's leave 


A MAKATI COURT YESTERDAY 
agreed to extend the medical fur- 
lough of jailed Moro leader Nur 
Misuari and his fellow accused, 
who are both confined at the St. 
Luke's Medical Center. 

Judge Sito Marella Jr granted 
Misuari and his spiritual adviser Us- 
tadz Abuharis Usman an 8-day ex- 
tension of their temporary freedom, 
‘which would have ended yesterday. 

“The court finds the urgent mo- 
tion to be with merit considering the 
age of both accused, the nature of 
their illness, and proof submited in 
support thereof,” said Marella in ап 
order released yesterday morning. 

Misuari, 65, a former governor of 
the Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao, and Usman, 68, have 
been detained for the past four years 
in a special Philippine National Po- 
lice detention facility in Fort Sto. 
Domingo, Sta. Rosa, Laguna. 

‘They were charged with rebel- 
lion for their role in the bloody 
uprising that killed some 100 
people in Jolo in 2001. 

suari and Usman were re- 
leased under tight guard on Jan, fice. 


28 so they could undergo a thor- 
‘ough medical examination at St, 
Luke's in Quezon City. 

Lawyer Arthur Lim cited in his 
petition for an extension that tests 
revealed medical conditions that 
needed immediate treatment, 

Usman, he said, was diagnosed 
wich "symptomatic gallstone dis- 
ease,” an ailment that needed 
surgery, according to a medical 
certificate from St. Luke's. The 
operation meant that he would 
need to be confined until Feb. 22. 

Misuari proved to have erratic 
blood pressure readings, His medical 
certificate recommended “monitoring 
cof blood pressure with medications." 

While Misuari did not need ex- 
tended confinement, Lim said “it 
‘would be more practical and con- 
venient” for the two accused to be. 
returned to their detention facili- 
tyat the same time, 

Copies of Marella's order were 
given the Department of Interior 
and Local Government, PNP chiet 
Director General Arturo Lomibao, 
and the PNP's health service ОЁ 
Tarra V Quismundo 
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БМА hits Wowowee organizers; 


The Republic of the Philippines 


hereby announces 


The Results of the 3-Year Benchmark Bond Exchange 
(ISIN PIBD0309B132) 


PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF BONDS SUBMITTED: PhP 78 billion 
PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF BONDS ACCEPTED: PhP 66 billion 
SIZE OF 3-YEAR BENCHMARK BOND: PhP 71 billion 
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The 


final clearing yields for the Eligible Bonds are as shown below: 
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March 15, 2006 
+ Spotting New Opportunities, New Business and New Products 
* Successful Value Innovation in the F&B Industry (The C2 Case Study) 
* Successful Value Innovation in the Personal Care Industry (The Beauty Exclusive Case) 
March 16, 2006 
+ Spotting Consumer Insights that Can Help Formulate Your Big Ideas in 
Marketing and Sales 
* Converting Соп: 
+ Converting Consumer Insights into Big Ideas at the Point-Of-Purchase 
Conference Investment 
Non-refundable but transferable course fee includes attendance to all technical sessions, 2 snacks and 
certificate of completion. 
< Regular Rate: P7,000 (f paid during February 2006) « On-site Rate: P7,800 (f paid during March 2006) 
TAS Young Market Masters Awards Dinner March 16, 2006: P600 per person 
1 Group Discount: For every group of 4 participants from the same company, 
the ath person gets 50% off on the regular rate or P3,500. Limited to one per company. 
For inquiries, please сай Mansmith and Flelders, In. Tel No. (02)722-2318 + 727-7142 » 723-6671 
Mobile No. 0920-922-3732 or emalt Info@mansmith.net. 
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| Mansmirh and Fieldens, Inc. 


An invitation to the 2nd Market Masters Conference 


MARKETING INNOVATION 


March 15 (Wed) and 16 (Thurs), 2006 • PICC • 1 pm to 5:30 pm 


Learn How the Marketing Gurus Reinvent Business 
and Gain Consumer Insights 
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From page Al 
| has prejudged the results of the government 
investigation into the Ultra stampede. 

“[ABS-CBN chair and СЕО) Gabby Lopez 
has already claimed moral responsibility, and 
ABS-CBN moved immediately to address the 
needs of the victims and their families. We 
continue to do so, focusing now on medium- 
and long-term assistance.” 

Ms Arroyo made the statement when asked 
to comment on the attempt of some sectors to 
put political color to the issue. 

More than 70 were Killed and hundreds 
тоге were injured when mostly unemployed 
people—many of whom had queued for 
days—scrambled to gain entry into the 
PhilSports Arena for the first anniversary 
show of "Wowowee." 

Critics of the administration immediately 
blamed the government for the tragedy, say- 
ing it had failed to alleviate the plight of the 
poor. They cited the estimated 30,000 who 
endured the long queue in the hope of win- 
ning cash and other prizes. 

But Malacafiang officials protested what 
they said were attempts to use the issue of 
| poverty against the President. 


Government's role 

Ms Arroyo told dzRH that the role of the 
government was to determine the circum- 
stances behind the stampede and to bring jus- 
| tice to the victims and their families. 

She said the investigation would be fair: 
“We should show that no one is above the law 
and that equal rights and equal justice will 
prevail over wealth or status. 

“Whoever is found liable in the investiga- 
tion should be held responsible.” 

The Department of Justice is currently in- 
vestigating the stampede. 

‘The Senate committee on justice and hu- 
man rights has called for comments “under 
oath" from persons involved. 

Sen. Joker Arroyo, acting chair of the com- 
mittee, yesterday said letters had been sent 
out in preparation for an inquiry. 

He said the hearings would start “as soon 
as we get answers that would be useful.” 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago had earlier 
called for an inquiry “in aid of legislation on the 
criminal and civi liabilities of ABS-CBN and its 
security officials for the quasi-offense of reckless 
imprudence resulting in multiple homicide and 
multiple grave physical injuries.” 

Santiago said an investigation was in order 
because the penal code had to be amended to 
raise the penalties for reckless imprudence and 
negligence, “particularly on the part of enter- 
tainment firms, including TV stations, that de- 
liberately seek to attract big crowds of people 
beyond their capacity to manage, thus posing 
| danger to Ме and limb among the masses.” 


Invitations 

Ferdinand Lavin, National Capital Region 
executive officer of the National Bureau of In- 
vestigation, said the NBI was preparing to in- 
vite “Wowowee” host Willie Revillame to 
make a formal statement, 

“Ir would only be fair to invite Revillame so 
he can give us his side,” Lavin told reporters. 

He said it was possible that the NBI would 
also invite top ABS-CBN executives to give 
their own statements this week 

Lavin said the bureau was in the process of 
taking the statements of the heads of Pasig 
City government offices. 

"Through [their] statements and docu- 
ments ... we will determine whether they am- 
ply responded to ABS-CBN's request for assis- 
tance during the event," he said. 


ABS-CBN miffed 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2006 


Lavin said the NBI had coordinated with 
the Office of Pasig Mayor Vicente Eusebio and 
taken the statements of sacked Pasig police 
chief Senior Supt. Raul Medina; Richard Cua, 
chair of Barangay Oranbo, where PhilSports 
Arena is located, and Insp. Khadaffy Bitor, of- 
ficer in charge of the city’s Traffic and Parking 
Management Division. 

He said investigators were scheduled to meet 
with the chiefs of the Bureau of Fire Protection 
and Metropolitan Manila Development Author- 
ity units that responded to calls for assistance. 

“So far, we have completed 60-70 percent 
of the investigation," Lavin said. 

He said the NBI had obtained complete 
documentation on the deaths of 70 people, 
the medical certificates of the injured, and 
sworn statements from 30 vital witnesses. 
Continuing aid 

‘At the Bulong Pulungan forum, Tina Mon- 
zon-Palma, program director of ABS-CBN Foun- 
dation’s Bantay Bata, said the network would 
not stop the aid ithad been giving the stampede 
victims even if they decide to go to court, 

She said, however, that the network could 
not do anything should the victims refuse help. 

“Idoubtit. I don’t think [so]. All of these are 
most likely people who would file [а case], but 
‘we opted to assist them. But should they refuse 
[the aid], thats a different story," Palma said 
when asked if the network would cease help- 
ing the victims once a case had been filed. 

The nongovernment anticrime group Vol- 
unteers Against Crime and Corruption had 
earlier offered to assist those who wished to 
file a class suit against the network, 

Palma said that as of yesterday, nobody had 
approached ABS-CBN to seek a settlement in 
exchange for not filing a suit. 

But she also said a class suit would help the 
victims: "It would be to the best interest of all 
of them. If they can hire individual lawyers, 
they will. Butif they are not that well-off, they 
сап go together to [VACC chair] Dante 
Jimenez and give all of their salaysay (state- 
ments) so we can deal with it.” 

By ABS-CBN' count, 71 people were killed 
and over 600 injured in the stampede. 


71 Dreams Foundation 

Fr, Carmelo Caluag, a member of the ABS- 
CBN board of directors, said at the same 
rum that the network had spent some P4 mil- 
lion in aid to the victims. 

"It came out in the news. Their running tally 
is P4 million,” he said when asked how much 
the network had spent so far to help the victims. 

Caluag reiterated that the network was 
planning to set up a foundation to provide 
long-term aid not just to the families of those 
who died in the stampede but also to other 
less fortunate people. 

“He said the project, called the 71 Dreams Foun- 
dation, would provide material aid to and contin- 
ually support and monitor the beneficiaries. 

The program will also provide livelihood 
and education support, Caluag said, adding: 

“It’s not just a doleout. It's the classic dis- 
tinction between giving them fish and teach- 
ing them to fish.” 

Palma said ABS-CBN had been segregating 
its show audiences, with the elderly and chil- 
dren assigned a separate line. She said net- 
work executives were also studying new ways 
to distribute tickets to its shows. 

Earlier, Interior Undersecretary Marius Cor- 
pus, head of the fact-finding body assigned to 
look into the stampede, said the people who 
had queued for the “Wowowee” anniversary 
show were “treated like animals.” With reports 
from Margaux C. Ortiz and Philip C. Tubeza 


‘Love’ fills the halls of Congress 


From page Al 
most of the country's representatives were busy 
with their constituents or V-Day gimmicks. 

‘At 4:34 p.m., Espinosa declared a lack of 
quorum. 

But as early as 9 am., lawmakers were 
sending jokes and Valentine text messages to 
one another, some of which were forwarded 
toreporters covering the House. 

It was Marinduque Rep. Edmund Reyes 
who fired the first of the love texts: “To a man 
who inspired virgins, comforted ladies, 
helped girls in need, shared so many beds and 
gave many women happy memories, Happy 
Valentine's Day friend.” 

Aurora Rep. Juan Edgardo Angara forward- 
ed this message: "This Valentine, may you be 
showered with girls, or be showered by giris, 
or be with girs in a shower ... basta (so long as 
there are) many girls and many showers.” 

Not to be outdone, House Majority Leader 
Prospero Nograles of Davao, sent off a mes- 
sage greeting everyone's “maybahay, at sa 
‘yong mayapartment, maycondo, mayparlor at 
mayscholarship (homemaker, apartment 
owner, condo owner, parlor owner and those 
on scholarship).” 

Still another text message, sent by Tarlac 
Rep. Jesli Lapus, told the story of a man who 
married one woman “to escape many other 
women, and ended up chasing many other 
women to forget that he's married to one wom- 
an, What a romantic Ме! Cheers!" Lapus said, 


Cookies and chocolates 

Representatives Cynthia Villar of Las Pifias, Te- 
обхо Guingona Ш of Bukidnon and Imee Marcos 
of llocos Sur gave away cookies and chocolates. 

On Monday, Villar had sent out boxes of 
chocolate crinkles, while Guingona distribut- 
ed Cadbury chocolates yesterday. 

Marcos—famous for her heartthrob son 
Borgy Manotoc—handed out cookies filled 
with white chocolates. They came in red 
heart-shaped canisters. 


‘Apparently seeing red in the continuing hu- 
man rights’ violations in the country, Bayan 
Muna party-list Representatives Satur Ocam- 
ро, Teodoro Casio and Joel Virador dis- 
tributed coffee mugs with the inscription 
“Stop killing activists and journalists." 


M youlove the country 

Akbayan Rep. Risa Hontiveros-Baraquel's 
message was sharper than Cupid's arrow. 

She called on President Macapagal-Arroyo 
to treat her presidency and governance as a 
sort of romance with the Filipino people. "And 
the ultimate expression of love is letting go," 
Baraquel said. 

“Like all affairs of the heart, when promises 
are broken, when love is lost or there's none 
in the first place, the relationship has to end,” 
she said. 

"The painful truth the President has to ad- 
mit to herself is that the affair that never was 
is already over,” she added, referring to the 
Arroyo administration, whose legitimacy has 
been questioned because of allegations «of. 
electoral fraud. 


Resign 

Baraquel is а member of the House minority 
and a staunch supporter of the campaign to get 
‘Ms Arroyo to resign since the “Hello Garci” tapes 
cast doubts on the legitimacy of her presidency. 

"She is so obsessed (with) power and 
wealth that she has fully forgotten that the ro- 
mance called governance is a partnership and. 
a contract with the people,” she said. 

“The opposition congresswoman said that 
allegations of cheating and Ms Arroyo's eva- 
siveness on the issue of the Garci tapes consti- 
tuted abandonment of her pledge of honesty 
and integrity. 

“How can this relationship go on if there are 
unsettled doubts? After КААТ and other an- 
tipeople economic policies, EO 464 and CPR, 
and emaciated social services, she can't possibly 
expect to gain the people's trust,” Baraquel said. 
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Erap still has clout 


with poor, says GMA 
PRESIDENT Macapagal-ARROYO YESTERDAY 
rudgingly admitted that deposed President 
Лозер Estrada had maintained his mass appeal 
despite being incarcrated in a Tanay rest house 
for the ast five years. 

“iis strong and resilient following of Estrada 
prompted Ms Arroyo to rekindle efforts to recon- 
Bile with her predecessor who recently met with 
another faction of the opposition led by fermer 
President Corazon Aquino. 

"| recognize that President Estrada still has a 
following and they see is curent condition as а 
reflection of their own situation," Ms Arroyo said 
ina radio interview. 

Tho President reiterated that she had always 
been for unity and reconciliation and that healing 
the wounds of Edsa was In the 10-point agenda 
she drew up atthe start of her fresh six-year man- 
date in 2004. 

Ms Arroyo, however, sad that she would not 
intervene in the plunder case being faced by 
Estrada at the Sandiganbayan 

"hs much as am averse to other branches of 
government interfering in the affairs of the execu- 
{iv | myself should not intervene in the judiciary 
on these issues," she sald 

In Estrada's cas, the President said: "tis im- 
portant that process under the law is part of na- 
tonal unity and reconciliation." 

Her chef of staff, Michael T. Defensor, had pre- 
viously sounded out Malacafangs openness to 
giving Estrada temporary reet from jail through 
a recognizance 


Black hearts of protest 
BEARING BLACK HEART-SHAPED PLACARDS, 
some 500 members of the militant Alliance of 
Concerned Teachers (ACT) held a Valentine's Day 
protest at the Chino Roces (Mendiola) Bridge to 
press for a P3,000 across-the-board wage in- 
Grease and the immediate payment of their cost 
of living allowances (Colas). "This government 
has impoverished teachers with its salary freeze 
policy and reduced real spending for public edu- 
tation by 5 percent, resulting in an alarming spike 
inthe number of out-of-school youths." said ACT 
chair Antonio Tinio in a statement. Militant youth 
and students also held a rally at Plaza Miranda in 
Quiapo to celebrate Valentine's in a LovapaLOS- 
ER teach-in. Alcuin Papa 


Cha-cha info drive set 
MULTISECTORAL GROUPS ARE SET TO GATHER 
in Manila today to kick off the nationwide Charter 
change information campaign. Dubbed "Sigaw 
по Bayan," the pro-amendment gathering wll be 
held at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium from 8 a.m. to 
moon. Spearheaded by the Kilusan ng Mama- 
mayan para sa Matatag па Republika (КММ) — 
the umbrella of more than 50 urban poor, farmer 
and fisher folk, student, youth leader and worker 
groups — "Sigaw" alms to articulate and educate 
ihe electorate on how best to tackle the issues af- 
fecting the 1987 Constitution. Tina G. Santos 


No funds to fight smuggling 
THE LACK OF FUNDS TO BUILD AN AIRTIGHT case 
agains big-time smugglers remained the biggest 
stumbling bloc to the governments atismuggling 
drive, according to Customs Deputy Commissioner 
Celso Templo. The Bureau of Customs did not even 
fave an inteligence fund under ts 2005 budget, вх- 
ceptor P1 milion allocated for the maintenance of 
its computers, he said. "Initially, the bureau needs 
[some money] to conduct a full-blown investigation 
and purchase vehicles and communications equip- 
tment." Templo said. "We have started the probe; we 
are gathering evidence and coordinating with other 
agencies.” He called оп Congress to provide the 
funds to provide the government with ammunition to 
go after smugglers. 


Pinoys insist on ‘palusot’ 
THE FILIPINOS’ PENCHANT FOR PALUSOT (TRYing to 
get away with things) was the reason many of them 
Continued to bring amulets made of bullets on their 
fights despite repeated wamings by zirport authori- 
ties, Supt Rizalino Roxas, Airport Security Center op- 
erations chief of the Manila international Airport Au- 
thonty said yesterday. Between Feb. 4 and 7 alone, a 
Маа statement sad, 11 passengers were found cary- 
inga total of 14 bulets, "The passengers, mosty 
OFWs, said the bullets were amulets they believed 
coud bring them cand protect them from ev spir- 
its the statement said. The passengers were hes for 
questioning but were alowed to board their ighis. 
Nido Dizon 


Airline raps new ѕесш 

CATHAY PACIFIC AIRWAYS, THE LARGEST FOR- 
eign carrier operating at the Ninoy Aquino Inter- 
national Airport (Nala), 
complained yesterday 


The hands-free Samsung Miniket 


Be frae to capture Мез exhilarating moments with the new Samsung 
Mintket, Designed with a detachable lens that can be attached to almost 
anywhere, the Miniket lets you record every twist, un, whirl and twhirl, 
hande-fres. Even while you're moving to the groove, 
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about the new setup at 
the final security check 
at the airport, making it 
the first airline to open- 
ly criticize the innova- 
tion, "This new setup 
has been affecting all 
airlines’ operational re- 
quirements," Eddie 
Monreal, Cathay Pacit- 
lc station manager, told 
reporters. Tall wooden 
partitions have been 
placed at the two de- 
parture concourses of 
Nala Termina! 1 to seg- 
regate “sanitized” from. 
"unsanitized" Items 
and persons —those 
that had undergone se- 
curity checks from 
those that had not. 
‘Monreal said the setup 
contributed to the de- 
lay of two Cathay Pacit- 
ic fights yesterday by 
‘as much as 45 min- 
utes. On Monday, one 
ofits flights, as well as 
two of Northwest Alr- 
lines, were nearly de- 
layed because of t 
Nikko Dizon 
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Ombudsman faces contempt... SC okays filing 


feed p : maoe comesos | Of Charges against 


ACTUS VS d his claim," Pimentel said. 
ruling of Jan. 13, 2004, that void- 3 1 Sen. Joker Arroyo, chair of the j 15 
Я | uum Marcopper officia 
ply the Comelec with 1,991 auto- Low A said Abalos and all the Comelec 
mated counting machines be- a ‘commissioners implicated in the 
cause the deal was tainted with i m м MegaPacific deal would have (оте. | FrompageA! Placer Dome operated Mar- 
“graft and legal infirmities.” ч Xm М, ; sign before the country's electoral copper when a rock formation. 
In the decision penned by then а ў "y ‘system could be computerized. plaints filed against them by around the plug near a 
Associate Justice Artemio Pa- T ef" ^ У мел? cd "That is what we should work | theDepartmentof Justice. drainage tunnel fractured on 
nganiban, the Ombudsman was rid D = i for. Not only because of what hap- Theyhavebeencharged with March 24, 1996, sending mil- 
asked to identify the Comelec of- ч e s: pened but because we can never | violating the Water Code, Na- lionsoftonsofopen-pitcopper 
ficials who may be held criminal- Ы | Rave automation for as long as | tional Pollution Control decree mine waste down the 26km 
ly liable for the awarding of the ст МЕГ 1 А they are there,” Arroyo said. and reckless imprudence result- Makulapnit and Boac rivers to 
contract to the two firms in the dir am d Abalos had insisted that noth- | ingindamageto property. the provincial capital. 
MegaPacific consortium, E ч ing was illegal about the contract In their petition, the Mar- Тһе following year, Placer 
The Office of the Solicitor Gen- $ and that the Supreme Court rul- | copper executives sought the Dome cut ties to the Philip- 
eral was also asked to take mea- " mx ing nullifying it did not stop the | dismissal of the case for “being pines after 33 years of mining 
sures to recover the P800 million Comelec from using the automat- | duplicitous” because the DOJ ontheisland. 
initially paid to MegaPacific for ей machines to count ballots. filed more than one charge for The cleanup was left to 
the counting machines. where’ the overpricing in that?” spouses Enrique and Rosita Tan- Arroyo said the high court had | a single incident of polluting Philippine subsidiaries, ас- 
‘The high courts order to Gutier- he said. рек and Pedro Tan with Abalos, said that Abalos anddhis fellow | the Boac and Makulapnit cording to the lawsuit fled in 
rez came a day after Solicitor Gen- Abalos recalled that after he prudence dictates that Abalos in- commissioners should "refrain | rivers. Nevada by Marinduque Gov. 
eral Alfredo Benipayo, a former took over as chair the Comelec hibit himself from the whole pro- from implementing any other They also insisted that they Carmencita Reyes. The com- 
E dis to senators that 20K guer as chal the Comen cem. Senate Minority Leader contractor agreemententered in. | were not yet officers of Mar. plaint said that the subsidiaries 
he was in possession of documents MegaPacific for 1,600 ACMs for Aquilino Pimentel Jr. had quoted to with regard to the (automated | copper when the alleged of- did a bad job protecting resi- 
showing that the MegaPacific con- p12 billion. the investigators as saying. election) project.” fenses were committed. dents from the ill effects of the 
tract was overpriced byasmuchas Abalos was appointed chair of But Abalos said thathisalleged Arroyo said the Senate could However, the three had told tainted air, land and water. 
P500 million. the Comelecon June S, 2002. The close ties with some of the incor- not approve the Comelec request | the lower court that they were Reyes said Placer Dome had 
Benipayo said the Comelechad рој body awarded the contract to porators could not be used for РІ billion to computerize the | willing to be arraigned on the disappeared and ignored pleas 
already paid MegaPacific P1.3 MegaPaciicon April13,2003. against him because he had countrys election system until | criminal charge of reckless im- from the Marinduque govern- 
billion. комп many Flipino-Chinese im Abalos and the other commis- | prudence, which carriesamini- ment. She said that the spill 
Mental dish Korean firm his long career as a politician.  — Sionersresigned. mum penaltyof 21 daysinjail. had caused “unspeakable 
lentai dishonesty _ MegaPacificmayhavepaidon- “1 had been a judge, a mayor.. Не said the present Comelec The Supreme Court noted poverty and devastation? on 
Reacting tothe allegation ofan jyP500 million tothe Korean firm With all those positions, Imetalot commissioners were “estopped” | that “the prosecution charged the island that used to be a 
overprice, Abalos threatened to that manufactured the counting of people but that does not mean by the Supreme Court decision | each petitioner with four of- peaceful tropical paradise. 
sue Benipayo for libel. tds remain Ghdctheyreclose tome"hesaid. from advocating automated elec- | fenses, with each information , The lawsuit alleges that 
Abalos accused Benipayo, his ' amount could have been used by tions or from having anything to | chargingonlyoneoffense.” forests, river basins and coral 
predecessor as Comelec chief, of the consortium for other compo- Trip to Seoul do with it “because of their past "Thus, petitioners erro- reefs have been smothered by 
“mental dishonesty,” saying that nents of the deal, according to Pimentel had said Abalos and record." neously invoke duplicity of hundreds of thousands of pul- 
overpricing was impossible be- Abalos. other Comelec commissioners al- “So, we cannot approve it be- | charges as a ground to quash verized mining waste rock and 
Cae the agency as part of bid. ^ Spr desl included hardware, sovcommitted an actof impropri- cause they're still there. Now, if | theinformations. On thisscore toxic tailings laden with ar- 
ding procedures, pre-determined software, security and logistics. 1 ety" when they and their wives they are not, then we can appro- | alone, the petition deserves senic, cadmium, lead, man- 
the cost of the counting machines don't know how the consortium traveled to Seoul in 2003 to visit priate the money" Arroyo said. | outright denial" the court ganese, nickel and sulfate. 
at P1.3 billion. actually used the money. For all theplantofthe Korean firm. “How can we have a plain and | said Бізяева с шас 
The amount was set when you know, the software could Не said he was informed that honest election if they're the ones In October last year, the er Dome has said that the 
Benipayo was still head of the have been more costly,"hesaid. фе plane tickets and hotel ac- there? They can’t even conduct a Marinduque provincial gov- Canadian mining company 
Comelec, Abalos told reportersat Не downplayed the findings of commodations for the trip were cean and honest bidding.” ernment filed a lawsuit in had only а 40-percent interest 
a press conference. Ombudsman Saft investigators bankrolled by the Korean compa- The Senate earlier adopted the | Nevada accusing Canadian in Маон and was thus 
‘Abalos said the estimate was that he had close ties with other пу, contradicting Abalos’ claim report of its blue ribbon commit- | mining giant Placer Dome Inc. spared by Philippine law from 
reached after the Comelec con-  MegaPacific’s incorporators. Ши the expenses for the tip tee which said that the Comelec | of damaging the environment the ull responsibilities ofa ma- 
sulted groups like the election The investigators noted that were paid for out of the P1 mil- commissioners’ illegal actions in and the health of people on the jority shareholder. With a re- 
watchdog National Citizens’ Abalos and MegaPacific incorpo- lion he won in a golf tournament the MegaPacific deal had put in | island. port from Christine Gaylican 
Movement for Free Elections. rator Pedro Tan had stood as in Wack Wack, Mandaluyong. Jeopardy the holding of credible 
“If you bid out a project, you sponsors in the wedding of a son ‘elections in the country. 
can't go beyond the agency's esti- ` of two other MegaPacific incorpo- Resign The committee report said that budsman to file criminal charges 2003 resolution, rejected the no- 
mate. We were actually able to rators, spouses Enrique and Rosi- — "lf Chairman Abalos is telling ifthe election commissioners did against them.” tion that Comelec commissioners 
get the ACMs at a price much ta Tansipek. the truth, I challenge him to pro- not resign, the “most feasibleway The committee said the cannot be ‘criminally charged be- 
lower than the estimate. So "with the relationship of duce the plane tickets, vouchers to remove them was for the Om- Supreme Court, in an August fore they are impeached. 


THANK YOU FOR RESTORING THE PHILIPPINE PLASTICS 
INDUSTRY BACK T9 HEALTH 


President Gloria M. Arroyo 
Malacafiang, Manila 


Your Excellency: 


The Philippine Plastics Industry Association, Inc. (PPIA), representing more than 1,000 fabricators and 
converters of plastic resins and employing over 500,000 workers, express our whole-hearted thanks for 
| the issuance of Executive Order No. 486. The EO corrects the tariff distortion that made our industry un- 
competitive due to the higher duties on raw materials than those of competing finished plastic products. 
We use plastic resins and convert them into packaging, industrial and consumer products. Plastics have 
grown into a major industry cutting across industries like packaging; appliances; household and industri- 
al items; personal care; automotive, construction and housing, ап agriculture/ aquaculture inputs. 


We are likewise grateful to DTI Secretary Peter Favila, NEDA Director General Augusto Santos, DOF 
Secretary Margarito Teves, DBM Secretary Romulo Neri and all the members of the Cabinet Tariff and 
Related Matters Committee for steadfastly supporting our advocacy of leveling the playing field for the 
downstream plastics industry. 


The reduction in duty is a big relief to both the plastic producers and consumers as it will soften the im- 
pact of the 2 percent increase in the VAT rate this month and the rising cost of plastic resins in the world 
market. The reduction will lead to a 10 percent increase in consumption of plastic resins and will have a 
multiplier effect as plastic manufacturing go through many labor-intensive stages. These include the 
preparation of the plastic resins i.e. mixing with additives/ colorants or compounding before extruding, 
molding, forming or laminating the plastic product, and add onal workers are needed for the cutting, 
printing, labeling, packing and warehousing stages. All these activities are expected to expand in the 
process. EN 

Once again, thank you for helping the plastic industry during these difficult times as the issuance of EO 
486 will not only preserve but generate more jobs. 


А Philippine Plastics Industry Association, Inc. 


P.P.LA. Building, 122 A. Del Mundo St. (W) Bet. 10th & 11th Ave., Grace Park, Caloocan City 
Tels. (632) 361-1160/ 330-4423/ 330-4424 Fax No. (632) 361-1168 
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The Philippine Society of Otolaryngology- ( 
Head and Neck Surgery turns February 17, 2006 marks another milestone 


in our history as we celebrate the Golden 
Anniversary of the Philippine Society of 

; Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery at 
“© the Centennial Hall of The Manila Hotel. Join 
us as we pay tribute to the founding fathers 
who bravely fought and stood firm through the 
more challenging phases of the society's life. 


This is also the mo: i 
от : ‹ st opportune time to 
RES PPM reaffirm our commitment and uphold our 

M mission as a premier specialty group on 
Otolaryngology. 


Centennial Hall, The Manila Hotel, February 17, 2006 (Friday) 1:00 РМ | 


The Kalusugang Ear Nose and Throat will be 

launched to stimulate awareness and provide 

GOLDEN JUBILEE PROGRAM basic education about common E.N.T. 

diseases among laymen. On behalf of the 

Board of Trustees, | invite everyone to attend 
this historic event. 


1:00pm Mass 


2:00pm Opening of Art & Booth Exhibits 


3:00pm Snacks 


Natividad A. Almazan-Aguilar, 
v MD, MSClin.Epi 
3:30 pm Inspirational Talks President, PSO-HNS, Inc. 


Dr. Tierry F. Garcia 
Dr. Ariston G. Bautista 
Dr. Napoleon C. Ejercito ome ee атерина» 


PSO-HNS Clinical Practice On behalf of the organizing committee of the Golden 
Guidelines Ratification Anniversary Celebration , | wish to welcome all the 


^ fellows and guests to the 50th Anniversary of the 
Dr. Ruzanne M. Caro & Dr. Jose M. Acuin PSO-HNS, Inc. This is indeed a very momentous 


occasion for our surgical specialty as we gather 
MOA Signing of Kalusugang together to give honor to our “Heroic 9" founders and 
Ear Nose and Throat (PSO-HNS and ULCH) to all the past presidents of our society, as well as to 
Dr. Natividad A. Almazan-Aguilar remember and treasure the history of our organization 

as it traveled through the years. 


Dinner Lecture May God bless the PSO-HNS! Mabuhay! 
Anniversary Dinner Ball 
Invocation / National Anthem 
St. Luke’s VSSC ENT Choir Cesar V. Villafuerte Jr., 
Welcome Address and Cordial Greetings SEE ERI SO TEE 
Dr. Cesar v. Villafuerte Jr. па Golden Anniversary’ Committee 
Cordial Greetings from PBO-HNS President 
Dr. Abelardo B. Perez EE = Xs 
DVD Presentation of the PSO-HNS Today ana oS acer снаа 
Dr. Peter R. Jarin 
Special Presentation 
St. Luke's VSSC ENT Singers 
Toast 
Dr. Natividad A. Almazan-Aguilar 
Awards 
Dr. Jacob S. Matubis 


* Recognition to Founders (Heroic 9) 
* Recognition to Past Presidents 


Standing from left to right: 
Alexander C. Cabungcal, MD (Secretary), Felix P. Nolasco, MD 


Presentation of the PSO-HNS Chapters MO" Romeo C. Viana JO. MD. Alredo Y. Pontejos dr, MD, 


William L. Lim, MD (Auditor) and Antonio H. Chua, MD (Treasurer) 
Closing Remarks and Invitation to Dance гүнө S Guevara Jr., MD, Abelardo В. Perez, MD (PBO-HNS 


: President), Natividad A. Aguilar, MD (PSO-HNS President), 
Dr. Felix P. Nolasco Charlotte М. Chiong, MD (Vice-President) and Francisco A. Victoria, МО 


Live Band 


Masters of Ceremonies: 
Dr. Ma. Teresa Villareal-Que 
Dr. Alberto Calderon 


‘An educational grant brought to you by: 


- [DIPHENHYDRAMINE НСІ 1 
m ALLERIN AH » From loft to right: 


(Dr. Cesar Vilafuerte Sr., (Dr. Vicente Songco, (t)Dr. Angel Enriquez, 


ш: r 9 Dr. Napoleon Ejercito, (t)Dr. Macario G. Tan, Dr. Tierry F. Garcia 
E LORATADINE кошени ы e | 
(f)Dr. Antonio Vicencio, (f)Dr. Jose Antonio L. Roxas Sr., 
ALLERTA Dr. Ariston G. Bautista 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


Lethal bird flu virus spreads to Africa 


PARIS—MORE EUROPEAN NATIONS ARE TAKING 


BLUE BOZ WATER TREATMENT TECHNOLOGY 


“Yous Hrategic Partner in Water Station 00 


Php 295,000 
AVAIL INSTALLMENT PLAN PROMO 


“ЫШ 


E 


“OTHER PRODUCTS &S 
order sticker 


domenus 


waren ar associanon 
е FRANCHISE NOW! 
Еи E 
toni s 
bou 
oe lr aR 


Motors 
TOV Slorilzors & Ozonators 
ters & Cartridges 
rgading of System. 
afe Water for а Better Life 
634-8542 / 5:3: 1207 
nit 10 Pare Royale Condominium, Jade SI Ortigas Center, Pasig Cy 


ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR МАТЕ, STORE NEEDS”. 


precautionary measures as bird flu spreads, with a 
Greek duck hunter undergoing tests to confirm 
whether he is the first person on the continent to 
contract the potentially lethal virus. 


Avian flu, which was first identi- 
вей in Southeast Asia, has also 
spread to Africa with Nigeria ad- 
mitting Monday that it was strug- 
sling to cope with the first known 
African outbreak. 

‘The 160-plus known human cas- 
es worldwide have been contracted 
by people handling infected poul- 
try but health experts fear the virus 
is dose to mutating into a human- 
to-human form capable of kiling 
millions. 

Afer the oftenethal HSNI 
strain tumed up in wild birds in 
four southern European countries 
in recent days, the European Union 
attempted to reassure people the 
threat was under control even as 
the disease continued to spread 


Leading poultry farms in France, 
Europe's biggest poultry producer, 
said on Monday they were preper- 
ing to lay off staff as “irrational” 
fears about bird flu took their toll 
on consumption. 

Demand this year has fallen by 
12 percent compared to the same 
period in 2005, Poultry Industry 
Federation president Alain Melot 
said. 

Although no cases of bird fu 
have been detected in France and 
eating chicken poses no risk of in- 
fection, free-range producers have 
been even harder hit, with con- 
‘sumption down 30 percent. 

Nearly all the 90 deaths linked 
since 1997 to HSNI, the most viru- 
lent of more than a dozen bird-fu 
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strains, have been in China and 
Southeast Asia. 

However, last month four people 
succumbed to the disease in east- 
em Turkey and two in northern 
Iraq 

‘Nigerian health officials said sus- 
pected cases of the deadly HSNI 
strain of bird flu were cropping up 
across the country but defended 
their failure to close poultry mar- 
kes. 

‘Traders were free to transport 
and sell chicken across most of the. 
country three days after United Na- 
tions veterinary experts urged the 
government to damp down in or- 
der to halt the spread of the highly 
infectious virus 

Health Minister Eyitayo Lambo 
and his officials told reporters sci- 
entis were analyzing samples tak- 
en from sick pouluy in five more 
states after last week confirming 
the presence of the disease in 
three, 

‘An official monitoring the epi- 
demic, Nasidi Abdussalam, said 


more cases were being investigated 
near Nigeria's northern frontier 
with Niger. 

If confirmed they will show that 
the first outbreak of the HSN1 virus 
in Africa has spread through most 
of the north of the country and en- 
tered the Niger River basin. 

Elsewhere in west Africa, Sene- 
galese President Abdoulaye Wade 
called for a “huge mobilization” 
against bird flu, notably with in- 
creased border controls. 

In Europe, with cold winter 
‘weather blamed for pushing migra- 
tory birds further south than usual, 
Italy announced that a sixth wild 
swan tested positive for HSN1, ac- 
cording to press reports Monday. 

Tests have also confirmed Н5М1 
in wild migrating swans in Bulgaria 
and Greece, as well as the more 
general HS virusin Slovenia. 

However, initial tests on a dead 
swan found in northem Belgium 
came back negative and two of 
three dead swans from Bosnia were 
given the all clear. AFP 


Cheney lacked 


hunting 


WASHINGTON—US VICE PRESI- 
dent Dick Cheney did not havea le- 
gal permit to hunt quail when he 
accidentally shot а 78-year-old 
hunting partner over the weekend, 
the White House said on Monday. 

The Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department informed Cheney 
that he Jacked a stamp for hunt- 
ing “upland game birds" in the 
state when the shooting incident 
occurred, the vice presidents of- 
fice said in a statement. 

“Texas authorities said they would 
issue а warning citation to Cheney 
but impose no penalty or fine for 
falling to have the $7 stamp. 

The revelation was sure to aggra- 
vate a public relations headache for 
the White House, already under 
criticism for waiting a day to dis- 
lose the shooting incident. 

Cheney shot prominent lawyer 
Harry Whittington in the neck 
and chest with birdshot on Satur- 
day as the two were ош quail 
hunting on a Texas ranch. 

Whittington’s condition was 
improving and described as “sta- 
ble" by doctors at Christus Spohn 
Hospital Memorial, where he was 
treated for wounds to his shoul- 
der, upper body, chest and neck. 

News of the shooting was first 
revealed not by the White House 
but by the owner of the south- 
Texas ranch, Katharine Arm- 
strong, where the incident took 
place. Armstrong spoke to the lo- 
cal newspaper, the Corpus Christi 
Caller-Times, which had called 
her after getting a tp. 


license 


President George W. Bush's 
spokesperson Scott McClellan as 
well as Cheney spokesperson Lea 
Anne McBride insisted that the 
delay between the incident and 
its confirmation by the White 
House was due to а focus on se- 
curing Whittington medical care. 

McClellan also said that details 
about the shooting were trickling 
in throughout the night and that 
the White House needed “to get 
the facts together.” 

“qt was an accident. Unfortu- 
nately, these types of hunting ac- 
cidents do happen from time to 
time the spokesperson told a 
frequently contentious briefing 
with reporters. 

‘Asked why getting Whittington 
medical attention was incompati- 
ble with releasing details of the in- 
cident, McClellan said that the vice 
presidents office had "worked to 
get that information out." 

But the Caller-Times reported 
Monday that McBride, after con- 
firming the incident around noon 
оп Sunday, had refused to say 
whether the vice presidents office 
would have disclosed the incident 
if the daily had not contacted her 
after getting a tip from an un- 
named Armstrong family member. 

"Tm not going to speculate,” 
the daily quoted her as saying, 

Confirming Armstrong's ac- 
count, local police and state game 
officials said the vice president 
had spun around to target a bird 
and shot his fellow hunter in- 
stead. АЕР 


ISTANBUL—IT 15 AS TINY AS 
the sleekest mobile phones that 
fit in the palm of the hand, but 
its message is anything but 
modern. A small tablet ina spe- 
cial display this month in the Is- 
tanbul Museum of the Ancient 
Orient is thought to be the old- 
est love poem ever found, the 
words of a lover from more 
than 4,000 years ago. 

"The ancient Sumerian tablet 
‘was unearthed in the late 1880s 
in Nippur, a region in what is 
now Iraq, and had been resting 
quietly ina modest corner of the 
museum until it was brought 
back to the limelight this year 
by a company that made it part 
ofa Valentine's Day promotion. 

The poem sits among Sume- 
rian documents such as a court 
verdict from 2030 BC breaking 
an engagement, a property sale 
and documentation of a mur- 
der. Despite the tablets’ ancient 
lineage, they had gone relative- 
ly unnoticed by most museum 
visitors until the company pro- 
vided the money to make it the 
centerpiece of a special exhibit. 

“Te must be written by a man 
desperately in love with the rich 


Turkey museum exhibits 
world’s oldest love poem 


princess,” guessed Choi Na-ky- 
ung, 27, a tourist from South 
Korea, examining the love po- 
em on day on a recent day But 
she was mistaken. 

The tablet in fact contains a 
daring—and risque—ballad in 
which a priestess professes her 
love for a king, though itis be- 
lieved that the words are in fact 
a script for a ceremonial recre- 
ation of a fable by the priestess 
and the king, Su-Sin. The priest- 
ess represents Inanna, the God- 
dess of Love and Fertility, and 
the king represents Dumuzi, the 
God of Shepherds, on the eve of 
their union. 

“Bridegroom, dear to my 
heart, Goodly is your beauty, 
honeysweet,” the first line in 
the cuneiform tablet reads. 
“You have captivated me, let 
me stand trembling before you; 
Bridegroom, 1 would be taken 
tothe bedchamber” 

He apparently does. "Bride- 
groom, you have taken your 
pleasure of me,” the poem con- 
tinues, “Tell my mother, she will 
give you delicacies; my father, 
he will give you gift.” — New 
York Times News Service 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2006 


BAGHDAD—SADDAM HUSSEIN AND THREE 
former officials in his regime on Tuesday told 
the court trying them they were on a hunger 
strike in protest of the judge overseeing the pro- 
ceedings. 

‘Saddam said he had not eaten in three days, 
while his former intel- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER” 


Тре ММ ORLD 
Saddam goes on hunger strike 


held under US detention and US officials 
could not immediately be reached for com- 
ment. 

But investigative judge Raid Juhi did not 
deny that the defendants were refusing food 
when asked about the strike. AP 


ligence chief, Ibrahim. 
Barzan, said he had 
mot eaten for two 
days. Two other de- 
fendants, Awad Ban- 
dar and former Vice 
President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan, also said 
they were on strike. 
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hunger strike could 
not be independently 
confirmed. The de- 
fendants are being 
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TUBE ICE machines in the 
world -the VOGT TUBE 
ICEMAKERS 


We have available TWO 
UNITS rebuilt P34A (35 
Ton Capacity) for 


importation from U.S.A. with 
ONE YEAR GUARANTY by US. Pw. 
at HALF THE PRICE OF NEW. 


Сай: 888-9098 or 889-8858 
Telefax: 884-8338 
E-mail: majoricópacific.net.ph. 
Barron Engineering Supplies 


MA eme 
p-P1 6,50 

| 5hp-P18,500, 2hp-P25,000, 2/5hp P3000 

Floor Mounted 

3hp-P39.500 6hp-P55 000 

Ereetinstallationi 

Call: 8866696/7880221 


avaiable at NC Home Соро! ака, Fort Bonifacio & Ortigas} 


(Cebu-(032)346-5498 | Davao-(082)235-8821 


"Thermal Fax 
Basic (non-cutter ) 
30 m. thermal roll 
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PHP 4,995.00 


40 auto dialer 


5-sheet Automatic Doc. Feeder 
15 sec. transmission 
^ — 6i Level Half Tone 
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=" AUTO REPAIR AND 
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DRIVE IN FOR A CHECK-UP! 


SEE THE DIFFERENCE AND 
FEEL THE RESULTS. 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
AULA CENTER A ARNAZAVENUE FORMERLY PASAY |} 


ovo CORNER несто MAATO | far" te ot 


5922212 € 8922213 ө 8922214 
8867552 © 8867551 


| OPEN MON 


A ARNAIZ AVE, (FORMERLY PASAY ROAD) 


[\ 
qm THis way 


Y PARRING 
PARKING us 


а ARK SQUARE 


алу AV OW 


THIS WAY 


" WIZA 
Live com ortabla 


À rower i 


NIIT 
35-storey Office Commercint and Residential Condomialum 


omama so PO BBO vc 


LEADING CONDOMINIUM DEVELOPER stl are) 
2005 CNBC Asia Bustnes Leader Awards Honor Ral isis ap ve. 


hn 


Ji 


i 


F3 mm 
{лю 812-2222 + 243-6565 + RIS-RERR + 241-1894 
wewelylden lnvetmelinetyand.net 


l 
| 


An Ivition To A Pilgrimage | 
HOLY WEEK im the 


HOLY LAND | 


plus EGYPT | 


| 


DEPARTURE DATE: April. 9, 2006 I 
FR. FRANCIS GUSTILO, S.D B. 1 
Pilgrimage Chaplain 


(С) EXECUTIVE RESOURCES, INC. | 
wg? THE CENTER for PILGRIMAGES since 1984 — 7. | 


lower Lobby, Century Pork Hota, P. Ocampo SI., Malote, Manila | 
Сай Amie, Merle ог Lenie * Tel. Nos. 523.8581, 521-4156 

Fax: 5260126 * Emoil: pilgrimage@execres.com.ph 
eee Website: wiry. excuiveresources.com.ph 
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[Electric Shower Heater 
from Brazil 
Д the biggest mfr. In the world 
IN THE PHILIPPINES. THOUSAND AND THOUSANDS OF 


BLUME Wave USED This PRODUCT. IT'S PROVEN, 
[ris eSAFE eCONVENIENT eEASY TO USE 
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EXECUTIVE DEVELOPMENT ACADEMY | 
A Training and Development Cer | 
established since 1968 
ал, Manta Аман Tower, 130 Tt Ae, cor. Paura, Mani 
ДААНЫ lee Some | 
SCHEDULE OF SEMINARS IN FEBRUARY 2006] 
* HOW TO START, FINANCE AND MANAGE A BUSINESS 
ebay 18- Nach 42008 шлу BODAR-I200NN 
+ TRAINING THE TRAINERS TO TRAIN | 
Feray 18- Marh 42005. Sabrdy MDPM-SODPM | 
+ ORGANIZATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Раму: ar 21,2005 Tuesday GOOPM-B30PM | 
+ QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH 
Fey 22. Merh 22.2006 Wod 
+ INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
Fey 2 Mah 2 2005 
+ SECURITY MANAGEMENT 
Fonar 25- Mach iN Saray tOOPM-SODPM | 
- WAITING THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
February 18, 2006 pr 
+ PLANNING, DIRECTING AND CONTROLLING SKILLS 
FOR MANAGERS AND SUPERVISORS 1 
February 18. 20 Sour 1O0PM-500PM 
+ HOWTO DELEGATE WORK ANDENSUREIT'S DONE RIGHT | 
20822.2006 WW GOOPM-830PM | 
+ EFFECTNE VEHICLE MAINTENANCE | 
Febuary 25, 2005 ‘Saucy 100PM-500PM: 


EDA Training Programs are accredited by 
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
EDA Courses are also available 
Tutorial or in-house basis 
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PILGRIMAGE 
WITH FATIMA, LOURDES AND MORE 
EPARTING: APRIL 05, 2006 


PRE-HOLVWEEN HOLLAND 
PILGRIMAGE * 
WITH JORDAN * ISRAEL * EGYPT 
DEPARTING: MARCH 27, 2006 


RUSSIA AND SCANDINAVIA 


DEPARTING: MAY 24, 2006 
BY MOTORCOACH - SIGHTSEEING 


PIUSOTHERSUMMERD 
CONTACT YOUR FAVORITE TRAVEL AGENT OR 
[TP] travelplan, inc. 


ESTABLISHED 1968 


Please contact... 
Tels.: 913-2254; 913-5414 Q.C. 
733-8194-96 Manila 


Sold in all leading 
electrical & 
hardware storos 


7620 Remedios St, Malate, Manta 
ты. Nos: 525-4564 = 523-2157 * 521-8524 » 524-1409 
"Trunkine Nos: 523-8290 to 92 * Fax No: 521-6403 

E-male wplan@skyine.net 


ELECTRONICS 


‘Advancadterocomputor 
Hardware Servicing 
5900/35 Hr 


MECHANICAI 


AUTOCAD 
P4000172 Hs 
Basie CADICAM 
PAS00 40 Hs. 
‘GNC Miling Pro 
PASOO 40 Hs 
Gas Welding Cut 
5500/40 s 


AUTOMOTIVE | RAC 


Basic Eloctronics 
4.9801 36 Hs 


Home Video Ealing 
P4000120 8 


Fundamentals of Electronics 
Troubleshooting 
5000/30 Ws 


Microcomputer Hardware 
Fundamentals 
S400 36 Hs. 


Aulo Body веса 
P0004 His. 


Auto Engine Elocrcal 
Paso r2 s. 
Auto Transmission Mochanle 
PA 0/60 He 


Basle Driving Course 
POGOD 15 Hrs 


7.000 140 Hrs 


мий Machine 
7.000 140 Hs. 
Basie Car Maintenance 
3.100730 His 


Diesel Engine Mechanic 
[m 
Electron Ful njction 
Servicing 

4700148 He 


Gas Engino Machane 
P4700160 Hi. 


Mieroeomputer Hardwaro 
Servicing 
5600/5 Hes. 


Practical CELLPHONE 
Serving. 
5000/27 Hee 


TV в Monitor Sørvicing 
5.10036 Hs. 


cenana 


7.000148 Hes. 


Refrigeration & Aircon Hochanl 
{RAC} P5600 60 Hes 
Undorchansis Meckanle 
600 00 Hs. 


ELECTRICAL 


‘Advancod Industria Motor 
Contro 
P4,750 60 Ha. 


‘Building Wiring instalation & 
Maintenance. 
P4,750 00 Ha. 


Eocirieni Contra Widng Installor 
 Tioubleshootor 
DES 


INSTRUMENTATION 


Advance PLC 
5400/42 Hr 


Basle PLC 
P4800742 нт. 


Calibration for Process, 
Instrumocttion (CPI) 
4.8001 38 Hr, 


Electro: Proumatica (EP) 
P4800142 а. 

Industral Process Contro! 
(PC) P4,001 36 Hee 


Machino Automation 
Packugo (PIC EPA PLC) 
PY29001 120 His 


P000) 48 Hs. 


P8200145 Hs 


P5001 0s 
Administering Li 


2000/8 Hs 


P5000730 Hrs 


Programming in 
600/36 Hrs 


маза вонем 
PSO0145 Hes 


IndustalEoctlelan 
P4 780.001 66 Hrs 
Motor & Transformer Rowinding 
7801 60 Hie 


Power Eletrones & Drive 
Systome 
a's00 60 Hrs 


Prowmalle Industrial Control 
ред! 42 Hes 

Process Automation 
Package (CPLIPC) 

раз! 72 на. 


SCADA Visualization Using 
Wendarwaro InTouch 


Mirosott Visual 
6.000160 Hs. 


PT S00 142 ни 


FREE SEMINARS on 


BEL 
ДЕЙ ШЕШ Brogram 


Lathe machine Oporation 


INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 


6,000) 70 Hous Per Mods 
Network Technology 
Administering Windows 
Networks P909 54 Hrs 
‘Administering Windows 
Natworks infastructura 


LINUX Systom Administration 


LINUX Network Administration 


Caching Sorvors (SQUID) 


Program Loglo Formation 


Developing & Implomonting Wob- 
Базой Applications with 


JAVA Programming 


е 5 
hA J 
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Developing Applications in 
JAVA (Modulo 2) 
7.500 142 His 


Designing & Building 
Enterpriss Application using 
ЗЕЕ P2000 1 46 Hours 


Developing Web Аррйевйоп 
using JAVA боох Pagos 
P3000 "38 s. 


gramming 


ting & Brazing 


Wob page Designing using 
DREAMWEAVER. 
Ре зоне 


Developing Web Animation 
Using ash PS 0007 0 Hs 


Oporation 


Nacromodia Flach Action 
Script P6000./30 He 

MS OFFICE 2000 

Рос 48 Hs. 

Microsoft ACCESS 
6,000 36 He 

Introduction to racioni: SQL 
PI2000 48 Hie 

‘ORACLE 9I Database 


Administration Fundamentals 
4 P5000 48 Hrs 


ORACLE D DBA 
18000160 Hs. 

ORACLE 9t: Programming wi 
рива. P2000 48 Hs 
ORACLE 9:Databaso 
Performance Tuning 

PI^ 000/60 Hs. 

‘ORACLE 9I: Roports 
Developer 

Buld Rapors P12,000/48 Нь 


ce 
Valuos & Professional 


Fundamentels | Development 


3600 "21 His 


Basic Net Enhancing Communication 
Shit P3500 721 


Speaking Clear English (NEW 


созот Orontatin in 


PABUD 130 Hee. 
nte 
Enroprenoutat 
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CALL: 632-0786 to 67 loc. 421-43: % Work Або Program (WAP) 
TELEFAX: 033-3023 


ling, Ortigas Аи 
„= V Corpora & Mgt Dovt Prop, 


У, Воно Suprwsory Dav Prog. 
7 Doveoping Managonat 
Escolonco Prosrom 


i.org.ph 


A 


Iran defies West, starts enrichment work 


VIENNA—IRAN HAS RESTARTED URANIUM 
enrichment work by putting its feedstock gas in- 
to centrifuges, defying the West with a program 
that could make nuclear reactor fuel or atom 
bomb material, diplomats told AFP Monday. 

Tt came as Iranian President Mahmoud Ah- 
madinejad insisted his country was not worried 
about possible sanctions and Tehran said talks 
in Moscow aimed at finding a compromise to 
the long-running international standoff would 
not go ahead as planned later this week. 

Uranium enrichment is seen as a red line by 
the United States and European Union in the 
dispute over Iran's nuclear program, as itis cru- 
cial to making atomic weapons. 

Putting uranium hexafluoride (UF6) gas into 
centrifuges, which distill out enriched uranium, 
is a major escalation by Iran, and comes amid 
threats by the Islamic republic to withdraw from 
the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

In an interview published Monday Ah- 
madinejad said that nations calling for econom- 
ic sanctions would lose far more than Tehran. 

"I believe those who want to impose limita- 
tions on us will lose more than us,” he told 


CUPID-STRUCIC 

Veiled Bangladeshi girls walk with flowers on 
Valentine's Day in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Feb. 
14, Valentine's Day is being celebrated in this 
Muslim-majority, traditionally Conservative 
country. » 


Protests mar 
Haiti vote 
counting 


PORT:AU-PRINCE—AN ERUPTION OF GUN- 
fire left one person dead Monday in Port-au- 
Prince, amid protests over the result of Haiti's 
presidential election. 

UN peacekeepers deployed around the 
Haitian capital, where crowds protested par- 
tial results that showed front-runner Rene 
Preval narrowly missing the 50 percent he 
needs to be elected president without going 
to a second round. 

‘Television footage showed the lifeless body 
of a man wearing а bloodied Tshirt with the 
picture of Rene Preval, a former president who 
enjoys widespread support among the poor. 

A UN spokesperson denied claims by 
demonstrators that a member of the 9,500- 
strong UN Stabilization Force in Haiti (Minus- 
tah) shot at protesters, saying the troops had 
only fired two shots in the air. 

Spokesperson David Wimhurst said gunfire 
erupted after the troops had left the immedi- 
ate vicinity of the incident, near Port-au- 
Prince's international airport. 

‘There were also reports that several people 
were wounded. 

At one stage, a small group of protesters 
hurled rocks at a Nigerian peacekeeper, who 
emerged unhurt and eventually managed to 
calm down the crows, 

Preval followers used car wrecks, rocks and 
burning tires to block major avenues, paralyz- 
ing the city and causing businesses to shutter 
their doors, 

The situation calmed down after word 
spread that Preval had flown in from his 
hometown of Marmelade. Preval held talks 
with UN Special Envoy Juan Gabriel Valdez at 
the airport before heading to the presidential 
palace to discuss the situation with interim 
President Boniface Alexandre. 

Meanwhile, Brazil, which leads the UN 
force, asked the United States to organize a 
UN Security Council meeting on the new ten- 
sions in Haiti. The United States, council pres 
ident for February, urged Haitians to respect 
the outcome of the elections. 

Crowds gathered outside the headquarters of 
the Provisional Electoral Offices (CEP) demand- 
ingshat Preval be declared president immediate- 
lyand claiming the vote count was fraudulent. 

"They also stormed the gates of the Montana 
hotel, where the CEP had announced partial re- 
sults in past days. Demonstrators jumped into 
the pool of the luxury hotel, and danced on the 
tennis court, chanting "Preval president.” UN 
helicopters landed reinforcements on the roof. 

Former South African Anglican Archbishop 
Desmond Tatu urged the demonstrators to re- 
main calm and leave the hotel, which they 
eventually did. 

“You must show the world that you abhor 
fighting,” the Nobel peace laureate said, 
speaking from a hotel terrace. ‘AFP 


USA Today newspaper in an interview con- 
ducted Saturday. 

Separately, Iran said Thursday’s planned 
talks between Tehran and Moscow on a com- 
promise to enrich uranium on Tehran's behalf 
in Russia, so that it would not acquire the 
strategic technology, would not go ahead. 

Russia however said talks could still be held. 

The United States and EU governments fear 
rns nuclear program could hide atomic 
‘weapons development, a claim strongly denied by 
Tehran which says itis for strictly peaceful civilian 
nuclear power. 

Iran had earlier Monday said it would resume 
uranium enrichment even before thé UN watch- 
дов Intemational Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
meets in Vienna next month to decide whether to 
recommend UN Security Council action. 

Meanwhile French Prime Minister Do- 
minique de Villepin arrived in Moscow for a 
24-hour visit due to include talks with Rus- 
sian President Vladimir Putin. 

Villepin seid in an interview published 
Monday in a Russian newspaper that the in- 
ternational community was willing to negoti- 


An years 


Government Warnint 
dangerous 


ate with Iran on the nuclear crisis if Tehran 
took steps to end the standoff. 

But diplomats’ comments in Vienna appear 
to show iran is following through with its 
threat to carry out enrichment. 

“Tran has put gas into centrifuges at its pilot 
enrichment plant in Natanz," one diplomat said. 

‘The diplomat, who asked not to be named 
due to the sensitivity of the issue, said Iran 
had not yet fired up the whole 164-centrifuge 
cascade but had “over the past two or three 
days” started work with some centrifuges. 

A second diplomat said Iran was doing "pre- 
liminary work" with “stand-alone” centrifuges, 
almost certainly putting uranium gas into single 
machines rather than a whole cascade. 

‘The diplomat said this was necessary in a 
step-by-step approach involving first getting 
centrifuges running, then operating a pilot 
plant, which Iran has dubbed research work, 
and then moving on to industrial-scale enrich- 
ment with thousands of centrifuges. 

Iran says it wants to produce low enriched ura- 
nium, which isnot refined enough for weapons. 

But it wants to install over 50,000 cen- 


trifuges at Natanz, an array which could pro- 
duce enough highly enriched uranium every 
two or three weeks for one atom bomb. 

TAEA inspectors are Tuesday to visit Natanz, 
where iran is threatening to remove surveil- 
lance seals and cameras, diplomats said. 

But one diplomat said some seals and 
surveillance cameras would remain in place 
as they would be monitoring the production 
of nuclear fuel rather than enrichment. 

Although Iran had suspended uranium en- 
richment work until talks with an EU negoti- 
ating troika broke down last month, it has 
since August been making the feedstock UF6 
аса conversion plant in Isfahan. 

‘The West has seemed ready to Jet Tehran 
pursue this work, which technically is part of 
the activities the EU says should be suspend- 
ed, as long as it did not actually enrich. 

The IAEA's 35-nation board of governors 
voted Feb. 4 to report Iran to the Security 
Council, but left a one-month window for 
diplomacy on getting it to return to a full sus- 
pension of enrichment-related work and co- 
operate more with IAEA inspectors. АРР 
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French Dr. Philippe 
Charlier displays the 
supposed remains of 
18th century French 
heroine Joan of Arc, 
Feb.13, in Garches, 
west of Paris. The 
barrage of tests led 
by Charlier could 
shed light on what 
are believed to be 
the remains of the 
19-year-old, mainly 
bones and sk 
recovered from the. 
fire that consumed 
herin 1431 in Rouen. 


PARIS—FRENCH DOCTORS ARE TO 
study the ashes of the 15th-century 
maiden-warrior Joan of Arc, who was 
burned at the stake at age 19, in a 
quest for new insight into the extraor- 
inary life of a young woman who be- 
came a national icon. 

Philippe Charlier, the forensic sci- 
entist behind the project, told AFP 
that his team would spend six months 
analyzing relics said to be from her 
fire, including bone fragments, hu- 
man tissue and wood. 

By studying the relies’ biochemical 
and molecular makeup, they hope to 
precisely date and authenticate them 
but also perhaps to discover new facts 
about the French military heroine 
made a saint by the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

A combination of carbon dating 
techniques and analysis of pollen 
traces will allow them to pinpoint the 
relics’ age down to the exact year and 


s month. 


RING IT ON. 


“We will be able to say: these are 
the remains of a woman who died in 
Rouen (in northern France), aged 
19, who died in 1431 around May 
30, and who was burned three 
times in the same day,” Charlier 
said 

Ifall of the above can be confirmed, 
he said, “we will know with near cer- 
tainty that this is indeed Joan of Arc." 

Born to a humble home in eastern 
France but inspired by what she be- 
lieved to be divine voices, Joan of Arc 
(1412-1431) helped France to wrest 
the advantage back from England to- 
ward the end of the Hundred Years’ 
War (1337-1453). 

Wounded in battle, she was cap- 
tured and sold to the English, to be 
convicted of heresy and burned at the 
stake. 

Joan of Arc's extraordinary des- 
tiny has been a source of fascina- 
tion to French writers from Voltai 
to the present day, who have recre- 


APPLY NOW! 


CALL 895-9999 METRO MANILA 


4-800-10-895-9999 PROVINCIAL 


for details. 


0: Cigarette smoking 
o your health 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2006 pA 


French doctors to study Joan of Arc's ashes 


ated the Maid of Orleans, as she 
was known, as everything from a 
saint to the victim of a sinister 
Church plot. 

Her claim to divine inspiration, 
and success in repulsing the English 
invader, made her a potent symbol 
of the emergence of the French na- 
tion. 

She later became a mythical inspi- 
ration for France's Catholic national- 
ists and has been controversially 
adopted as the emblem of Jean-Marie 
Le Pen's far-right National Front party, 
which celebrates her memory every 


аг 

Charlier said however that he was 
driven purely by scientific curiosity 
and was unaffected by the tug-of-war 
over Joan of Ares legacy. 

“There is no nationalist goal behind 
this, no religious or political angle—it 
is just a scientific and historical inves- 


guarded by a French historical asso- 
ciation and currently the property of 
the Roman Catholic Church authori- 
ties in Tours, southwest of 
Paris—are the only remaining traces 
ofher. 

“In reality, we know hardly any- 
thing of Joan of Arc. We do not even 
have a drawing of her—except an out- 
line sketched at the bottom of a legal 
document,” Charlier told Le Parisien 
newspaper. 

“Even the armor attributed to heris 
actually largely posthumous.” 

Initially a figurehead who ré- 
vealed herself as a true military 
leader, Joan of Arc led the French 
armies in lifting the English siege of 
Orleans in 1429, the first of a chain 
of swift victories that ended with the 
French dauphin’s coronation as 
Charles VII. 

She was rehabilitated by the Catholic 


tigation," he said. 


Church a quarter-century after het 
Joan of Ате ashes—preciously 


death, and canonized in 1920. AFP 


New fish species, 
seaweeds found | 
off Caribbean + 


SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO—SCIENTISTS 
have discovered what they believe is a 
new fish species and at least 20 types of 
previously unknown seaweeds during a 
recent expedition to one of thea 
Caribbean's most diverse marine areas—a 24 
coral-covered underwater mountain off =y 
the Dutch island of Saba. 

Tt could take a year before researchers 
confirm the findings, which local fisher- = 
men, working with the Dutch Antilles gov. 3 
emment, are hoping to use to lobby author- 5 
ities to steer oil tankers away from the Saba У 
Bank Atoll to protect their livelihoods and ‘= 
the rich underwater life. 

During their two weeks at the atoll, Sf 
divers braved 12-foot seas to plunge 30 `| 
meters under water twice daily to collect 
marine samples. Their efforts tumed up 
unique striped patterns on the seaweeds 
and one fish that researchers believe is 
new to science: a goby with orange spots. 

"We were literally discovering a 
species every day, thats truly remark- 
able,” said Michael Smith, a senior re- 
search scientist at Conservation Interna- 
tional, which funded the January expe- 
dition along with the Netherlands Min- | 
istry of Traffic and Water Management | 
and Miami-based cruise operator Royal * 
Caribbean's Ocean Fund. 

“There aren't very many places where 
you can still do that in the Caribbean or 
very close to North America.” 

Not to be outdone by the fish discov- 
ery were the seaweed findings. Smith 
called the area “the epicenter of diversi- 
ty for seaweeds in ће Caribbean.” 

Mark Littler, a marine botanist at the 
Smithsonian Institution’s National Mu- 
seum of Natural History, said his dives 
revealed landscapes that he compared to 
“mini rain forests.” They swam through 
acres of red, green and brown sea- 
weed—some that looked like ferns or 
were several feet high. AP 
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Blast kills 4 US soldiers 
XABUL- Four US soldiers were kiled in a bomb 
blast in insurgenoy-plagued Afghanistan Monday ав 
five mila troops contracted to the US-led coalition 
and an Afghan solder also died in attacks, officials 
Said. A purported spokesperson for the Taliban re- 
moved from government in a US-led operation in 
2001, claimed responsibility оп behalt of the ultra- 
Islamic movement for the blast against the Ameri- 
can troops. They were on patrol in volatile Uruzgan 
Province with the Afghan army when their Humven 
Vericia hit a suspected improvised explosive device, 
the coalition said in а statement. “Shortly ater the 
attack, the patrol was engaged with small arms and 
rocket-propelled grenade fre АР 


2 Kenyan ministers resign 
NAIROBI- Kenyan President Mwal Kibaki on 
Monday accepted tho resignations of two more 
sonior Cabinet ministers implicated in massive 
corruption scandals that have rocked the east 
African atio. па live televised address, Kibaki 
said Energy Minister Kiraltu Мигип and Educa- 
tion Minister George Saitoti had asked to resign 
after having been named as players in the so 

nd "Anglo Lessing" scams. 
"have today accepted the request by (Saitoti) to 
step aside from his responsibilities... to pavo the 
way for investigations into the issues raised in the 
Report of the Judicial Commission of Inquiry into 
the Goldenberg affair” he said. AFP 


Man nabbed for Iraq abuse 
LONDON— British miltary police have made an ar- 
rest in connection with a probe Into video footage 
apparently showing Briish troops abusing civlians 
în iraq, the detense ministry said Monday. A min- 
istry spokesperson told AFP that tha arrest was 
mado Sunday “In conjunction with this investiga- 
ten” but declined to say where It took place or con- 
fim whether the person was a serving solde. "The 
АМР (Royal Miitary Police) investigation into these 
extremely serious allegations is at very early staga,” 
the spokesperson sald. The ministry has ordered an 
“Urgent investigation nto the vdeo which ed on 
British television Sunday after the mass-circulaton 
tabioid, News ofthe Word, broke the story and 
showed photo stils trom the video, 
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Indivisible freedoms 


AST FRIDAY, A FUNERAL WAS HELD IN ROME FOR 
L: Andrea Santoro, a missionary priest killed the 
week before in Turkey. Camillo Cardinal Ruini of 
Rome announced at the funeral that he wanted to open 
the process for the beatification and eventual canoniza- 
tion of the priest. Santoro, he said, was a martyr. He was 
definitely a kind and pious man: Pope Benedict XVI or- 
dered a letter Santoro wrote to him, 
EDITORIAL on behalf of three Catholic women 
asking the Pope to visit their parish, 
published in LOsservatore Romano, the official Vatican 
newspaper, 

In Turkey, the person accused of killing Santoro “admit- 
ted that he was driven by hatred aroused by the publica- 
tion of the caricatures of Mohammed published in the 
‘Western press,” according to one press account. The ac- 
cused murderer was under the impression that Santoro 
was actively trying to convert Muslims to Catholicism. In 
fact, the Italian's ministry was to attend to small, isolated 
Catholic communities in areas that once comprised the 
Catholic settlements of antiquity. 

While praising the Christian virtues of Santoro, and 
proclaiming his worthiness to be considered а martyr— 
proof of which would immediately result in sainthood— 
Vatican officials have been careful not to lay blame at the 
doorstep of Islam, whether as a religion or a community. 
The kind of misunderstanding that would lead a man to 
kill another, in the name of God, all because of a pro- 
foundly irreligious act that took place a very long distance 
away, is in a sense a parable for our times. Thornton 
Wilder, in his short novel “The Bridge of San Luis Rey,” 
tackled a profoundly religious question. In the book, a 
monk named Brother Juniper witnesses the “finest bridge 
in all Peru” collapse, killing five people. And he asks, 
“Why did ithappen to those five?” 

Аз a consequence of editorial cartoons being pub- 
lished in a Danish newspaper, the world has been ask- 
ing the same question—in the Middle East, where, from 
Damascus and Teheran to Palestine and Baghdad, Mus- 
lims erupted in fury. Just as they did in Denmark itself, 
and all over Europe; and everywhere, from Pakistan 
and Indonesia to the Philippines, where Islamic com- 
munities are found. Days of anger and violence have re- 
sulted in the Islamic world engaging in soul-searching 
of its own. Yesterday, a meeting between the Danish 
prime minister and the leaders of Denmark's Muslim 
community led to calls on their co-religionists to “move 
on.” 

Excesses such as rioting and complications such as 
some irresponsible provocateurs inserting two cartoons 
(the most offensive ones) among the real cartoons circu- 
lated among Muslims aside, the Islamic world has been 
adamant about its belief that the Western press crossed 
the line. Non-Muslims have also observed that what the. 
Western media attempted to paint as purely a question of 
freedom of expression was not that at all; it was a ques- 
tion of secular contempt for religious conventions. 

While the Philippines adheres to the principle of the 
separation of Church and State, and indeed, the Philip- 
pine media are heir to a tradition of anticlericalism dating 
to the Propaganda Movement, as a whole, Filipinos are 
profoundly respectful of religious conventions, Even the 
bigotry of certain Filipinos toward their Islamic country- 
men does not extend to flagrantly heaping contempt on 
their faith. There are lines Filipinos do not cross, and 
rightly so (if only we did not cross more of them than we 
already do). 

Islam and Christianity both pay the highest tribute to 
martyrs. Even secular societies consider martyrdom pos- 
sible in defense of country or ideology. The question is 
whether any kind of creed, including secularism as un- 
derstood in the West, calls for provocations that make it 
inevitable for people to become martyrs, whether unin- 
tentionally or by design. While we do not counsel self- 
censorship arising out of fear, we do believe that a proper 
recognition of the central role faith plays in the lives of 
millions would go far to avoid undue provocation against 
people who take their religion seriously. After all, since 
‘World War II, the world has rallied to defend the Four 
Freedoms: of speech and expression; of every person to 
worship God in his own way; from want; and from fear. 
They all go hand in hand, and to raise one over the other 
diminishes them all. 
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THE INTERSECTION ON COMMONWEALTH 
Avenue and Tandang Sora in Quezon City is a 
dangerous place to cross. Commonwealth 
slopes down here and vehicles coming from 
the Quezon Memorial Circle race down the in- 
cline as they battle for the commuters waiting 
for rides near the corner. There is a waiting 
shed farther up, but nobody uses it. There is a 
pedestrian lane and yellow boxes clearly 
marked on the pavement, but drivers pay no 
attention to them. They speed on as though in 
a race, and woe to pedestrians who happen to 
be in their way. 

Even when there are traffic enforcers, they 
do not stop the vehicles to allow pedestrians to 
cross safely. Jeepneys stop right on top of the 
pedestrian lane, beside a big "Strictly No Load- 
ing/Unloading, SB" sign, to load and unload 
passengers, Barkers standing beside the sign 
call for passengers. The enforcers see all these 
but do nothing. The policemen in the police 
community precinct headquarters also see 
these but also do nothing. 

‘The Metro Manila Development Authority 
tried to remedy the situation by constructing a 
pedestrian overpass across Commonwealth 
during the 2004 election campaign, with a big 
billboard announcing it to be a project of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, complete with her 
smiling face, After the elections, construction 
‘was stopped and the billboard was taken away. 
‘The overpass remains unfinished and pedestri- 
ans still have to risk their lives when they cross 
the street, 

asked MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando about 
this, and he replied that he had suspended the 
construction because there were no more 
funds and also because the foot of the southern 
end of the overpass was in the wrong place. 
Commonwealth will be widened some more, 
he said, and the stairs going up the overpass 
will have to be moved nearer to the Mercury 
Drug Store and the KFC fast-food outlet. 

Happily, there are signs that the widening of 


SOMEONE ASKED ME RECENTLY WHY I 
hadn't surrendered to our 21st-century version 
of the 1960s British Invasion, which is the 
Oldies Invasion, and trekked to the shows fea- 
‘turing the hit groups of that decade. 

For several reasons, 1 said. One is that 
though 1 like to indulge in nostalgia like the 
next fellow, Ido not like to indulge in perpetual 
nostalgia and cling to the popular music of my 
generation like a drowning man. The oldies 
passed on into the oldies because they got old, 
‘Time moved on, and went to other things, and 
some of those things weren't so bad, As Billy 
Joel says in “Keeping the Faith,” “Cause the 
good old days weren't always good/ And to- 
morrow ain't as bad as it seems.” 

A more important reason is that if the point 
is reliving the past, watching these shows pret- 
ty much wrecks it, do not getto relive the past 
that way, I get only to be acutely aware of the 
рар between then and now. The past does not 
rush in with the resuscitating force of an 
adrenaline fix, it fades away like an aging sol- 
dier. The reality check comes like а sledgeham- 
mer striking the head. Better just listen to ће 
old records—or in whatever form they exist 
now, not least in MP3 downloadable from 
Limewire. Thats where the past lives again in 
all its pristine glory. 

T don't mean by reality check the shock of 
seeing the young ones now looking young 
once, though that can be a little disconcerting 
sometimes. Everyone grows old. do, and look 

ttle more ancient than I am. Or so in body— 
Ive never really felt it despite the gout. les 
more the shockof seeing people grown ancient 
in spirit than in body. 1 started a DVD of Don 
McLean last year and couldn't finish it. It 
wasn’t that he had grown puffy, it was that he 
had grown fluffy. Where did the guy who wrote 
“American Pie and who said in one of his 
songs, “For 1 will not be part of the cocktail 
generation ...'m bowing out, 1 need a second 
chance” go? He couldn't be that pudgy-sensi- 
bility-wise-fellow in front of mel 

But | did capitulate at last to the Zombies, 
who played here over the last few days. The 


Commonwealth in the area will begin soon 
and the overpass will be finished, Meanwhile, 
can't the authorities tell the police and traffic 
enforcers to enforce traffic rules and stop vehi- 
cles at the pedestrian lane to allow pedestrians 
to cross safely? 

1 asked Fernando why the police in the com- 
munity precinct headquarters do not help main- 
tain orderly trafic, and he said the MMDA has 
not deputized them. "Maybe we will" he added. 

T posed the same question to top police offi- 
cials and they replied that itis the duty ofevery 
policeman to help maintain traffic whether or 
mot he is deputized by the MMDA. They 
promised to look into the matter, 

‘That was weeks ago. Until now, there has 
been no change in the behavior of the police or 
traffic enforcers, whether they are the MMDA'S 
Blueshorts or City Hall's Yellowshirts. 

‘What is a police community precinct for if it 
cannot impose law and order in its place of as- 
signment? Is this not the reason it was put 
there in the first place? If people see drivers vi- 
olating traffic rules with impunity in the pres- 
ence of cops and traffic aides, they are tempted 
to also violate traffic rules. They lose respect 
for the law and the police. 

When the widening of Commonwealth is 
completed, I suggest that the two waiting sheds 
be painted in the trademark "Fernando pink” to 
make them more visible, Also there should be 
benches so commuters can sit down while wait- 
ing and either a rope or steel railings should be 
put up to make them fallin ine. Two more wait- 
ing sheds, one on each side of the street, at the 
‘eastern foot of the flyover should be built. 

But can’t the police keep the vendors on the 


Zombied 


THERE’S 
THE RUB 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


reason is that, next to the Beatles and Rolling 
Stones, the Zombies were the United King- 
dom's most important musical export in the 
1960s. Two of the Beatles are dead, but Paul 
McCartney is still alive and kicking. So are the 
Rolling Stones, their concert in the United 
States last year being sold out months in ad- 
vance. I doubt they can be brought over to this 
country soon, the cost probably being humon- 
gous, And I don't quite know if McCartney has 
forgiven this country for being chased out of it 
by a mob led by Marcos’ henchmen, when the 
Beatles gigged here in the 1960s. So 1 thought 
thenext best thing would be to watch the Zom- 
Мез. Maybe the spark of genius was still there. 

‘The genius was in sheer abundance when 
they first burst into the scene in the mid- 1960s. 
“Burst on the scene” is the only way to describe 
it, I recall somebody writing that the Zombies 
began at the top and worked their way to the 
bottom. “She's Not There" was an instant hit as 
well indeed as many of the other songs they 
wrote in the first flush of inspiration. They 
would suffer a dissipation of talent over the 
next two or three years and dim out like a me- 
teor. But at the top of their form, they blazed so 
furiously they were being talked about as the 
group to knock out the Beatles in the pantheon 
of rock. Few other groups had the same range 
and versatility. Later Jim Morrison and Ray 
Manzarek would combine voice and keyboard 
to produce the music of The Doors. But well 
before them, Colin Blunstone and Rod Argent 
would do exactly that and produce, well, the 
magic of the Zombies. 

Twas in high school at the time, and I still re- 
member the excitement with which we lis- 
tened to the Zombies songs and tried to play 
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sidewalk at the talipapa on Luzon Avenue so 
they don’t spill out into the street and constrict 
the passage of vehicles? 

"The jeepney terminal at the comer of Tan- 
dang Sora should be removed, The Tandang 
Sora jeepney route can run from Aurora Boule- 
vard to Novaliches, thus making the terminals 
behind the University of the Philippine campus 
and at the Commonwealth corner unnecessary. 
‘And the “No Parking, No Loading/Unloading” 
rule should be strictly enforced. 

PNP Director General Arturo Lomibao, MM- 
DA Chair Bayani Fernando and Quezon City 
Mayor Feliciano Belmonte should visit the 
place incognito so they can see for themselves 
‘what's going on. 

‘The two-day air talks between the gov- 
ernments of the Philippines and Bahrain 
will begin tomorrow in Clark Air Base, Ac- 
cording to sources, the Philippines is pre- 
pared to give Bahrain all itis asking for—to 
the detriment of overseas Filipino workers, 
local business and industry, and our nation- 
al aviation policy. 

Bahrain is a tiny island in the Persian Gulf 
that hosts only 30,000 OFWs and produces 
only 1,800 tourists to the Philippines each 
‘year. But ts appetite is very big. Its flag carrier 
deploys 61,000 seats to Manila per year and 
now wants to increase this to 107,000, At the 
air talks, Bahrain will ask that the present 
four flights weekly on the Manila-Bahrain 
route be increased to 10 flights. It has existing 
rights to fly to Cebu and Clark twice weekly 
each but has never exercised those rights. 

What should have priority is a new air 
agreement with Saudi Arabia, not with 
Bahrain. We have about a million OFWs in 
Saudi Arabia but Philippine Airlines an- 
mounced a suspension of Manila-Riyadh 
flights because it has been losing on the 
route for decades. It has proposed instead a 
new Manila-Dubai-Saudi Arabia route. The 
Philippine air panel should concentrate on 
this instead of pampering the Bahrainis. 


them on guitar. The group didn't just have sub- 
беу and finesse, courtesy of Blunstones 
breathy voice and Argent’s intricate keyboard 
runs (he grew up on American blues and jazz), 
it also had a tough and wiry edge to it, extend- 
ing the possibilities of rock. Hard to believe 
now after Led Zeppelin and the metal rockers 
of the 1970s, but in the mid-1960s we thought 
the Zombies were wild and loud! They were 
certainly iconoclastic and subversive, the true 
signs of rock. 

Did the Zombies concert (1 saw the one in 
Araneta) give off sparks of what they once 
‘were? Well, yes and no. Blunstone still has one 
ofthe best voices around, but he has lost much 
of its depth and mystery. Its not just that he's 
lost the breathiness or airiness, its much more 
than that. He's lost a great deal of its spirit. An 
irhpression that was deepened by the songs he 
sang from the 1970s, after the Zombies broke 
up and Blunstone and Argent went their sepa- 
rate ways, Argent forming his own band and 
Blunstone joining other groups. The dissipa- 
tion of talent became even more palpable, the 
songs passing on from classic to mediocre, 
from rebellious to conformist, from rock to 
karaoke, How could they have risen so high 
and fallen so low? 

Tunderstand that when they were no longer 
making hits in the 1960s, they began asking 
themselves what they were doing wrong, or at 
least what they stopped doing right. The an- 
swer was right there before them, in the Beat 
les and the Rolling Stones which would go on 
and break records in longevity. To this day, 
Mick Jagger and Keith Richards are still rock- 
ing and rolling. They did lose something, the 
Zombies, and that was the capacity to reinvent 
themselves, to subvert themselves. They be- 
came, well, zombies. 

‘The last song they sang last Monday by way 
of encore was "How We Were Before.” It be- 
gins: "Party's over, dawn breaking gradually 
through on us/ Shows us how we were be- 
fore.” 

1 kind of thought it was a fitting commen- 
tary toa lot more than the close of the concert. 
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‘THE STAMPEDE AT ULTRA, IN WHICH 74 PEO- 
ple were crushed to death and up to 500 others 

injured, has ignited a feeding frenzy in the 
media in search of scapegoats. 

Two weeks after the tragedy, an immediate in- 
vestigation launched by the government is still far 
from determining criminal responsibility for the 
loss of human lives; the proprietors of ABS-CBN, 
sponsor of the “Wowowee” show, after pledging 
that the network “would take care of all costs,” 
have not come up with concrete offers of compen- 
sation; and a number of theories have been put 
forward to try to explain the disaster. 

What seems clear, however, is that the explana- 
tions tend to spread the blame, like in fish trawl- 
ing, over a wide area of explanations, including so- 
ciological or pseudo-sociology, tracing the tragedy 
to poverty, blaming the government, the victims, 
and, worst of all, the flawed Filipino culture of 
jumping the queue and fostering mendicancy. 

Historically speaking, the aftermath of the Ul- 
tra tragedy is no different than that of a long 
chain of previous disasters, including mudslides, 
flooding, marine disasters and forest fires, and 
fires in overcrowded discos (like the one in Que- 
zon City several years ago). In all these, what has 
been predictable is the feeding frenzy of blame 
whose targets include government neglect, de- 
pletion of forests by predatory loggers, laxity in 
enforcing safety regulations. 

No one, as far as 1 can remember, has been ap- 
propriately punished, and the most ridiculous 
‘compensation was the P10,000 awarded to each 
of the victims of the Ozone Disco, following a 
guilty verdict handed down by a Quezon City 
court for something like homicide or physical in- 
juries due to “reckless imprudence"—one possi 
ble charge mentioned by the Department of Jus- 
tice in the case of the Ultra tragedy. 

‘The above outcomes make me cynical that the 
inquiry into the Ultra incident would turn out to 
be different. I regret to say that am not equal to 


FOR WOMEN OF A CERTAIN AGE, ROMANCE 
doesn't come like rain showers—frequent and 
uunexpected—but rather like a stream in the 
desert: you have to look for it and when you find 
it, you have to make the most ofit. 

Just the other night, my husband and I were 
getting ready for bed and he started complaining 
about a bruise on his knee, wondering when and 
how he gort it. I took a look atit and said: "It's just 
like the one I have,” showing him a similar dark 
spot on my knee. “It comes from pressing our 
knees against our dining table," 1 explained. Our 
new table, if you must know, comes with benches 
instead of chairs, and we ve both taken to putting 
ош feet up whenever we eat, our knees pressed 
against the table for balance. 

‘My husband took a look at my bruise and mar- 
veled: "Wouldn't you know, we have the same 
spot in the same part of the body. like that!” 

Tt was the most romantic line ld heard in ages. 

As you can guess by now, one's definition of ro- 

mance evolves as one ages. I never thought so 
‘when I was younger, but you do arrive at the stage. 
їп life when the conventional expressions of ro- 
mance—roses, chocolates, jewelry and sere- 
nades—actually seem sappy and cheesy, love ex- 
pressed as clichés, uncreative and predictable. 
Nowadays, I much prefer simple, practical ex- 
pressions of love, gestures and actions that don't 
necessarily come with Hallmark card sentiments, 
butare far more eloquent. 
I MAY have thrown a surprise party for the 
hubby on his 50th birthday, but he topped that 
some years ago when I arrived from a month- 
Jong fellowship in the United States and found 
that he had secretly enlarged and renovated 
the master bath, We had talked about redoing 
our narrow and cramped bathroom for years, 
but I never thought that while I was away, he 
would spend his bonus money on a home im- 
provement project. 

He swore the kids to secrecy, and when I 
called a few days before my tip home, asking 
him what he wanted for pasalubong, he told me 
to bring home red bath towels. They turned out. 
tobe the finishing touch for our new bathroom, 
which he had furnished with a gleaming new 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


OPINION 
A frenzy of assigning blame 


ANALYSIS 


Amando 
Doronila 


the task of following all the convoluted theories. 
advanced by a number of seemingly learned per- 
sons who have been invoking connections be- 
tween the incident and the dynamics of mob psy- 
chology, “the damaged Filipino culture,” and the 
responsibility of mass media—especially TV—in 
providing the public useful visual information 
other than mass entertainment, based on song 
and dance and corny ad libs and dialogue. 

‘Sometimes one has to rest his mind from all 
the demands of going through complex explana- 
tions by those who appear to be learned. All T am 
interested in—and I suspect it is what the public 
wants—are simple results, like pinning direct re- 
sponsibility for the sad episode so that the victims 
can be compensated and, more importantly, зо 
that the tragedy will not be repeated, and making 
TV networks stop their cut-throat competition for 
ratings that forces them to cram crowds into vir- 
tual death traps. 

Tt appears that in the course of blame-seeking, 
the tragedy has been seized by the government as 
ап opportunity for settling political scores with 
ABS-CBN and used as an occasion by those hold- 
ing strong political biases to grind their ideologi- 
cal and political axes. 


being ignored in this frenzy to look for scape- 
goats. First, the venue of the ABS-CBN show can. 
hold only 18,000 people and twice that number 
had gathered trying to get in. The overcrowding 
was a recipe for disaster. The potential for stam- 
pede was aggravated by the fact that the program 


Romance at a certain 


АТ LARGE 


Rina Jimenez-David ~~ \ 

red bathtub. I walked into the house and was 
led directly to the master bath, and in the next. 
few days, 1 would make every excuse to enter 
the bathroom, basking in my new, surprise gift. 

‘My sisters and cousins in the States, hearing 
about the surprise that awaited me upon ar- 
rival, nearly swooned at the news. (Again, 
women our age swoon over bathroom renova- 
tions, not roses and champagne.) “Mabuti pa 
siPie,” they would sigh. 

But my brother-in-law had a message for 

him: “Please tell Pie not to do something like 
that again, we're beginning to look bad to our 
wives! 
BUT our husbands can't renovate bathrooms ev- 
ery day or even every year, and as the years roll 
оп, even just holding hands in public seems be- 
neath your dignity. For women of a certain age, 
and a certain inclination, romance must then be 
sought for, grasped wherever and whenever they 
canfind it. 

Forme and a widening circle of friends and fami- 
1y romance comes by way of "Koreanovelas," the 
same serials that air over local channels but which 
‘we watch by way of DVD sets with English subtitles, 
tobe followed at our own pace and at leisure. 

Whenever my family starts ragging me about 
my current obsession over "Koreanovelas," I re- 
tort that each of us has our own obsessions but 1 
never say anything about their fishing and saxo- 
phone playing, their pod downloading and fan 

ction writing. “I don't get on your case, so get off 
mine," I warn. “You should be thankful I don't go 
ballroom dancing and employ a dance instruc- 
tor" I throw in, though I must say that I don't 
think theres necessarily anything wrong with 
hiring men to dance with you. 


provided incentives for panic: raffle tickets that 
offered up to more than P1 million worth of 
prices to be distributed to a few. 

‘There was a stampede for those limited num- 
ber of tickets, In that excited atmosphere, a litle 
commotion could spark a stampede, even a riot. 
In a stampede, any expectation of orderly behav- 
ior is an idle wish. To trace the stampede to the 
disgusting Filipino behavior of jumping the 
queue is to exhibit flatulence. Blaming our “dam- 
aged culture” for some spontaneous outbreak of 
disorder is stretching theory too far. Please, let us 
leave our theorizing to academic seminars. 

Gratuitous is the lame excuse of ABS-CBN pro- 
gram managers that it was only giving the crowd 
"what it wants" and that the lottery was a public. 
service that gave "hope" to the poor to gain a wind- 
fall so they can “escape poverty" Impressionistic 
evidence suggests that most of the fans of the pro- 
gram dont go there for the contents. Many go 
there for the chance to hit the jackpot. The same 
incentive is offered by the lotto and sweepstakes. 

Hope is not an original explanation. The great. 
lover Casanova is credited for initiating the lot- 
тегу. He sold the idea to the French king that lot- 
tery was a good way to bolster state revenues to 
finance wars. When asked by the skeptical king 
how it would work, Casanova said, “Hope, siz” 

‘The finding of the investigation of the govern- 
ment task force that the crowd was “exploited, 
manipulated and treated like animals" does not 
explain the stampede. It was a conclusion 
prompted by self-defense that instantly shifted 
the blame to ABS-CBN, which has not always 
been friendly to the administration. 

‘The flak was not slow in coming. There were 
those who immediately blamed the Arroyo ad- 
ministration for not doing enough to alleviate 
poverty. So, the poor had to die in the stampede 
fora chance to grab some windfalls. 

‘The first lesson we learn from this stampede is 
that blame is interminable. 


age 


But recently came upon a story that puts even 
my fascination with "Koreanovelas" and their 
"spoony stars" (as a badly translated blurb puts 
it) toshame. 

A READER who likewise follows Korean ro- 
mantic serials says she exchanges e-mail with 
three US-based Filipinas, all of them members. 
of a Singapore-based forum on Korean dramas 
and related topics. 

Recently, she writes, "I was roused from my 
sleep by one of my friends” who wanted to 
know if she could help the friend find a taped 
copy of the soundtrack of the Koreanovela 
“Hotelier” (which just ended on Channel 11, by 
the way), starring Bae Yong Jun, a superstar of 
the Hallyuor Korean wave. The friend's mother, 
it turns out, had just passed away at the age of 
92. Before her death, the old woman loved to 
watch Yonsama (as Bae is known by Japanese 
fans) in “Hotelier,” and before she passed away 
had requested her family to play the drama's 
musical theme during her wake and burial. 

“She had also told her daughter that she 
wanted to meet the character in that drama in 
her next life!” the reader writes. "My friend lat- 
ertold me that in the homily during her funeral, 
the priest also mentioned how the deceased 
loved the drama and the actor so much!” 

And while she protests that she hasn't yet 
reached this level of fanaticism, the reader 
says she was able to find the soundtrack and 
send it to her frantic friend. 

Which gives me an idea. I had initially toyed 
with asking my family to use the theme from 
the musical “Rent” for my funeral, but the old 
lady's request is tempting. Imagine going to 
meet your Maker with the romantic themes 
from your favorite serials floating in the air, 
images of the “spony” Yonsama escorting you 
to the Afterlife. 

Ifour husbands had апу good sense in them, 
they would take this as a broad hint. We may 
protest that romance no longer holds any 
practical attraction for us, but like finding a 
Stream in the desert, when you find the waters, 
you want to jump in and refresh yourself. Even. 
ifonly on the small screen. 


A fencing party in Madrid 


LA SOLIDARIDAD, THE NEWSPAPER (NOT THE 
famous bookstore on Padre Faura run by Frankie. 
and Tessie Jose), is the last thing you will bring to 
the beach to read. The multi-volume, hard-cover, 
coated-paper, parallel language text edition is so 
heavy you cannot even read it comfortably in 
bed. You must sit up and use a table to consult it 

Since La Solidaridad has century-old news, itis 
usually read for research and out of patriotism 
rather than pleasure, which is unfortunate be- 
‘cause it contains many little items of interest: po- 
ems, obituaries, notices, etc. We are all familiar 
with the political articles of Rizal, Del Pilar, Anto- 
nio Luna, ete., but what about the other articles? 

‘Antonio Luna wrote a number of essays on life 
їп Madrid that he later compiled in a small book 
"Impresiones." There are other forgotten stories 
like an account of a despedida for Juan Luna some 
time in June 1890 before he moved to Paris. 

Marco Espada is the byline under the article, 
"Un asalto en el atelier Luna.” It is probably a 
pseudonym, but it is obviously written by a 
‘swordsman or at least someone who understood 
the art of fencing. Espada described a fencing 
party in the Luna studio in Ventura de la Vega 
Street in Madrid and gave a list of those in atten- 
dance: Llorente, Ponce, Lete, Dimayuga, Puatu, 
Apacible and, of course, the Luna brothers, Juan 
and Antonio. Everyone was identified only by 
their surnames, which suggests that all the read- 
ers of La Solidaridad (it must have been very few) 
knew who they were. Espada noted that the Fil- 
ipinos attended different fencing schools in 
Madrid—Sanz, Carbonell and Zuavo—and one 
could tell by the way they handled a sword what 
school they came from: 

"The contests began with an exciting game be- 
tween the Luna brothers. Although both are ama- 
teurs, they showed unusual poise and dexterity. 
The speed of attack and defense, the firmness of 
the stand, the withdrawal to the background po- 


p 


sition, everything took place with astounding ra- 
pidity. The fact that the two trained in different 
systems—Italian and French—made the contest 
very interesting. Juan Luna uses the Italian tech- 
nique; Antonio Luna, whom we have already 
seen in different public contests and recently in 
the military school, uses the French system. We 
are not partial to one or the other; both are good 
and, in our humble opinion, a mixture of both 
tems might be better. 

“In the Italian technique, the thrusts are made 
with force and the movements of the body are im- 
portant. This tires the player. The French system 
with more firmness in the extensive attacks and in 
the rests is not so tiring. It is true that the changes 
in position and the low stab which are terrible are 
not found in the French system; but in the low 
thrusts, there is a disadvantage in the line which 
the foil traces. This is not straight and, therefore, 
not the shortest, With a straight attack and pass, 
we believe that there is a shorter line drawn by the 
foil. What we admire in the Italian system are the 
changes of position at every thrust of the opponent 
and the bend in preparation for the second thrust. 
‘These moves, executed well, produce astounding 
results and there is no possibilty of being caught 
defenseless. Briefly, the italian method is exciting, 
nervous, energetic, and needs agility; it tires the 
player. The French method on the other hand is 
restful, firm, secure, and does not tire the player 
and therefore can be used by everybody. 

"We have written down these observations 


about the fencing techniques now prevalent be- 
cause of the contest between the Luna brothers 
which ended successfully. It was the best item in 
the program. Antonio Luna and Llorente later 
played an exciting game. The responses of Mr. Lu- 
па were direct and rapid; his thrusts and his sal- 
lies showed his speed. Luna is a nervous player, 
energetic; Llorente, on the other hand, is a cold, 
poised and calculating player and a credit to his 
teacher Zuavo: he has firmness, he does not at- 
tack, he waits for the attacks, and then responds. 
He showed the makings of an excellent player. He 
isa fan of the game. 

“Lete and Juan Luna also played a game. It was. 
an excellent contest wherein Mr. Luna was able to 
display his Italian thrusts to advantage and his 
moves which were very effective. Mr. Lete of the 
Circulo Militar is a student who, with the equali- 
ties he has and his interest in the art, can be a 
good player.” 

‘The above could very well have been written 
by our sports writers, but their task today is made 
simpler because fencing bouts are not only cap- 
tured on video that can produce instant, slow- 
motion replays but the fencers are now wired 
with computerized equipment that shows hits, 
misses and the line of a foil 

At the outbreak of the Philippine Revolution in 
1896, the Luna brothers opened a fencing school 
in their home on Calle Alix in Sampaloc, Manila, 
and we have photographs of them in action, 
teaching their students the French and Italian 
styles of fencing. In the Lopez Museum, we have. 
some watercolor drawings by Luna showing the 
different fencing movements. 

Fencing is a thing of the past, the weapon, un- 
like a gun, a sign of a more polite and civilized 
age. 

Comments are welcome at aocampo@ate- 
neo.edu 


Sexuality | 


1 SPENT PART OF VALENTINE'S DAY CORRECTING MID- 
term exams, but it wasn't that bad, considering that the ex- 
= were for a Soc Sci 3 course, “Exploring Gender and Sex- 
valiy” 

That's a new general education course open to all under- 
graduates. It was the product of almost four years of plan- 
ning, involving people from different fields: the social sci- 
ences, medicine, к 
communications. 1 
had to shepherd the 
course proposal 
through UP's bu- 
reaucratic maze for 
over a year and a 
half, and then orge Michael L. Tan% 
nize workshops, n ——___&="_1 
cluding one with Catholic and Muslim theologians, to fine- 
tune the course with the teaching staff. 

But, some of you might be asking: Do we need a “sex 
course”? Aren't we already saturated with enough “sex talk” 
in the mass media? Sex is all around, from the idiot box at 
hometo the towering billboards along main thoroughfares. 

Yet, it is precisely because of this massive assault that 1 
think we need something like the Soc Sci 3 course, especially 
when you see how, as the mass media become more sex-satu- 
rated, people seem to end up knowing less about sex. 

Dangerous myths 

To make my point, I thought it would be worthwhile shar- 
ing some of the stuff coming out of the exams, misconcep- 
tions that seem incongruous with this age of information. 
Mind you, some of the students are juniors and seniors. 

There were students who still believe menstruation expels: 
“dirty blood.” One student said menstruation was there tof 
"get rid of eggs." Another wrote that menstruation “rids the 
female's body of her ‘old’ egg cell that was not fermented.” _ 

On family planning, there were students who still cited? 
"rhythm" as a reliable method. On the prevention of sexuall gr 
transmitted diseases, several said condoms don't work bed. 
cause they have holes through which viruses can pass. к 

T could say that these misconceptions are to be expected: 
from innocent young students, but I suspect many of those" 
myths are actually quite widely held among older adults as 
well, who in fact teach young people these myths. I worry be- 
cause these myths can be dangerous, putting young people, 
at risk for unplanned pregnancies and sexually transmitted! 
diseases. 

How does Soc Sci 3 respond to these problems? As I told, 
the students on the first class, the course is not a sex educa- 
tion class, at least not in the traditional sense. We've learned 
from the mistakes of population education classes in high 
school, boring classes with boring teachers (themselves of- 
ten scared to death by the prospect of talking about sex) and 
boring visual aids that make the reproductive organs look 
like aliens from outer space. ë 

‘We've learned, too, that the last thing we needed was а” 
moralistic course that preached about sex as sin. The idea of- 
menstrual blood as dirty tells us, too, about how we look at 
women as “dirty,” even polluting (many religions still forbid 
menstruating women from entering religious places). I have 
also noticed how students and their older relatives use words 
like “committing” sex, which betrays a general view of sex as 
dangerous and sinful. 

‘We've also been conscious about the need to drop another 
type of moralism that sometimes emerges with gender cours- 
ез, which do exist in UP and many other Philippine unjyersic,, 
ties. Although well-meaning, with the intention of raising 
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students! consciousness about women's oppression, these 


courses run the risk of promoting another kind of moralism 
with its focus on problems such as sex trafficking and vio- 
lence against women, and a tendency toward male-bashing. 
Опе teacher in Mindanao handling a gender course told me 
recently that she was gently chided by superiors because she 
had asked students to look at “sexy songs.” That, they told 
her, was not something to be discussed in a gender course! 
Beyond sex 

‘The needs are tremendous, and we need to respond by re- 
lating sex and gender to sexuality, and how it permeates our 
lives. We do this by weaving the discussions about sex and 
sexuality into the human development cycle, from fetal life. 
to old age. That includes talk about biomedical aspects, but 
ina way that helps students to understand the changes going 
on in their own bodies, from their libidos to pimples, from. 
their menopausal mothers’ mood swings to lolo's mellow 
ing. 2 

"The sessions on reproductive biology inevitably bring us 
to family planning, and here I am amazed at the knowledge, 
gaps. What strikes me, in particular, is the lack of awareness’ 
of natural family planning and its difference from rhythm or* 
the calendar method. I'm realizing, too, that many young: 
people use the calendar method to prevent pregnancies. , 

"We talk too about psychosocial development, including. 
reminders that sexuality comes into our lives quite early 
whether we're prepared or not. During one lecture, Inoticed 
how the class suddenly fell silent, really silent, as 1 talked 
about how we need to prevent sexual abuse of children, with, 
а warning that the perpetrators are most often people the, 
child already knows and trusts, including relatives. "Teach. 
your children,” I told them in no uncertain terms, “that по, 
опе, absolutely no one, has the right to touch their bodies; 
without their permission, and that this is done only in сепаіћ 
contexts, like help with a bath." 

Healthy and moral 

‘The course is strong on gender, but in an applied way, 
bringing in culture, politics, history. We talk, for example, 
about how society demands female virginity, and go back in, 
history to explain how this is tied to the way societies 
evolved (this is much too long for a column so 1 won't go into™* 
details). But after the historical review, students begin to un- > 
derstand why such demands are made. Its then easier to tell«" 
the students it's fine if women want to keep their virginity for. 
their husbands, but that they should see their own worth as, 
being more than a virgin. 1 do this fora very practical reason: 
several faculty members have noted how young girls some- 
times “lose” (1 explain that the term “lose” is itself loaded)" 
their virginity to a smooth-talking boyfriend who declares 
his love (perhaps on Valentine's) and then think they're ru» 
ined for life. The result is that they then move from оле, 
boyfriend to another, thinking they're no longer worthy of. 
anyone's “love” and “respect.” 

There's a lot of room for bringing in values and ethics, how 
we can be moral without being moralistic, as we challenge 
students to imagine a world where we can feel good, and. 
healthy about sex and sexuality, about ourselves and about, 
those around us, where "boy" and "girl" talk can go beyond, 
empty bragging about being the most beautiful, the тоз, 
sexy the most appealing, the best performer. $ 

In the end, our faculty team hopes to give young people” 
the tools for discernment to be able to see through the sweet’? 
talk of their boyfriends or girlfriends, the glamour and glitter ' 
of media celebrities and advertising, the rhetoric of politi. 
clans and religious leaders, so they can make informed decis 
sions about sexuality and life, 
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1 WOULD LIKE TO REACT TO THE ARTICLE 
“Mining Act revisited” which appeared in the 
‘Talk of the Town section. (PDI, 2/5/06) 

Benjamin Philip Romualdez and Julito 
Sarmiento argued for the “benefits of mining” 
in the country. While it is true that mining up- 
lifts economies, they are wrong in saying that 
the kind of mining industry we have in the 
Philippines will propel our economy toward 
progress. 

We have had many mining companies in 
the past that advanced the same argument. 
But where are we now? Have we progressed? 
Have come up with industries that mining 
could have spun out? Have the minerals they 
extracted in Northern Luzon, specifically in 
Benguet, helped improve the lives of the peo- 
ple there? 

‘The truth is, people in Northern Luzon con- 
tinue to wallow in poverty. And those that once 
feasted on their resources are now gone. 

Tam not opposed to mining. I believe that it 
provides the necessary metals and minerals 
that we need in developing our industries. 
What | oppose is the fact that our country is not 
really benefiting from it. 

First of all, the metals and minerals extract- 
ed here are brought in their raw state to the 
mother countries of mining companies. Sec- 
ondly, mining does not really generate stable 
jobs. The jobs that mining generates are tem. 
porary, only good while the mining operations 
ast. 

We can only say that mining generates real 
employment if the industries that are sup- 
posed to spin out of mining, like automobile, 
jewelry, ship building, telecommunications, 
chemicals and the like spring up here. Are we 
producing automobiles here? Do we really 
have an airplane factory here? 

The reality is, foreign mining firms serve as 
agents of their governments to get the miner- 
als and resources they need for their own de- 
velopment and consumption. Foreign mining 
firms are here because they no longer have the 
mineral resources they need. 

If they really want to help us develop, they 
should also build metal processing industries 
here. 


qvem - men But no, they want us to remain backward 
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Indigenous peoples slam bio-prospecting 


Documenting 
disappearing 
rituals of 

the Cordillera 


By Elizabeth Lolarga 
Contributor 


HEIR CONSTANT COMPAN- 

ionship and commitment to 

documenting the rituals and 
disappearing traditions of the 
Cordillera have made many tribals 
mistake photographers Tommy 
Hafalla, 48, and Ruel Bimuyag, 26, 
as a father-and-son team. 

Tn their two-person show “Hulin” at the 
Vietor Oteyza Community Art Space on the 
top floor of La Azotea Building on Session 
Road in Baguio City, ongoing until Feb. 28, 
Hafalla and Bimuyag refer to an Ifugao ritual 
performed to drive away rat pestilence of rice 
and illnesses in the community. 

When a hulin is performed, Hafalla said, 
the men of the tribe look for a narra tree in ће 
mountains and cut off its branches to make a 


bulul or hugo, the highest form representing ss: :F 


hardship. Hafalla translated a hugo into "pain й 
buddy" used for healing. 7 
Atthe exhibit opening on Jan. 28, a mumbaki 
(native priest) chanted in Ifugao to support the 
photographers in their job of documenting the 
Cordillera culture so that it may not be misrep- 

resented. The photos are mostly about rituals. 


Outstanding rushes 

‘The two photographers met in Hapao, Ifugao 
when Hafalla was working as cameraman for Kid- 
Jat de Guia’ film for Discovery Channel. De Guias 
film focused on his father Kidlat Tahimiks mission 
of giving video workshops to residents of the 
province. Bimuyag was part of the workshop. 

Hafalla said Bimuyags video shots were differ- 
ent from the rest. His rushes and frames stood out. 
‘The older photographer learned that Bimuyag, an 
outdoors man, had been shooting also with a stil 
camera and was keen on the medium. 

Hafalla was just too willing to share whatever 
he knew with the young man who tumed out to 
be knowledgeable about the culture not only of 
the Ifugao but also of the Mt. Province, Benguet 
and Kalinga since he has mastered playing their 
music. He can play the gongs and bamboo instru- 
ments like the ungniyong, piw-piw, работи, 
bikkong, patang-og, tongatong and takitak—all in- 
dicators of the richness of the highland culture. 


‘It has a soul" 

Hafalla gave Bimuyag a roll of black and 
white film while they were attending a begnas 
(а community rice ritual) in Sagada. Bimuyag 
discovered that black and white had “more 
value. It has a soul.” He was hooked. 

When Bimuyag, a tourism graduate of the 
University of Baguio who left a stable job at a 
travel agency to be a full-time photographer 
and choreographer of cultural performances, 
had his first solo show, Hafalla allowed him to 
use his dark room. Now Bimuyag has his own. 

‘Sometimes, they would cover the same event 
together like the sidey, a community healing in 
Sagada. Only selected people could attend this rit- 
ual, and the two felt honored to join the tribals in 
uying to appease spirits guarding the community. 

‘Their sidey series took place last year when 
there were a lot of people being felled by 
strokes and one house was deliberately burned 
down when spirits possessed the owner. 

‘Bimuyag’s touch of wit could be seen in "Coca. 
Cola Time" which showed tribal leaders in a mo- 
ment of respite, passing a bottle of Coke Litro. 

The men had just finished a 15-km walk 
called the libot within the perimeter of Sagada. 
At the final station, a sacrificial pig was killed, 
and the villagers donated food to the leaders, a 
social obligation called the tambo. Among the 
donated items was a bottle of Coke. 

In his other photo “Rain Dance,” Bimuyag 
showed rain pouring on the day of the begnas. 
‘While the men were gathered around the bon- 
fire in the dap-ay (gathering place for elders), 
the women, holding up their umbrellas, began 
to dance and beat the gongs to feel warm. 

Bimuyag heard a shout of blessing in the 
middle of the dance to mean that it was ac- 
ceptable for the women to play the gongs. 


By Maurice Malanes 
in Granada, Spain 


HE GENE TECHNOLOGY, WHICH THE INDUS- 
trialized world sees as the “wave of the future,” 
may be something new. But for many indige- 
nous and local peoples from five continents, who 
were in Granada, Spain, recently to help shape an in- 
ternational system on access to and benefit-sharing 
from biodiversity resources, it is just a new, sophisti- 
cated tool of the more powerful countries to replay 
old colonial ways of appropriating the resources of 


weaker countries. 
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"Sana may Go Negosyo Entrepreneurship Summit at Expo na noong nag-uumpisa pa lang ako mag-negosyo. Baka hind! na sana 

Kahit kasi medyo kumikita ang mga negosyong itinayo ko, parang parating kulang pa ri 
na lang noong itinayo ko ang Reyes Haircutters nasagap ko ang konsepto ng franchising! Maliban sa magandang quality, gupit 
за mababang halaga па handog namin sa mga customers, maliit lang na kapital ang kailangan para makapag-franchise at malaki 
ang chances para magtagumpay! Noong una 20 nga lang ang pangarap kong branches pero ngayon may 200 branches na kami. 


ako papalit-palit ng negosyo. 


Kaya halina kayo! Alamin ang advantages ng franchising. Huwag palampasin ang pagkakataon na 
matuto, magtayo at paunlarin ang inyong sariling negosyo. Punta na sa Go Negosyo Entrepreneurship 


Summit at Expo!” 


Entrepreneurship Summit February 23, 2006 • 


Entrepreneurship Expo February 24-25, 2006 « 


Presented by 
Philippine 


Cemertor 
Entrepreneurship 


DAY 1 (February 23, 2006/ 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.) 


PCE Recognition of Outstanding Entrepreneurship Teachers / Students / Programs by PCE 
I FORUM 4: Building National Confidence and Optimism To Inspire More Successful Filipino 
Enrepreneurs- Moderators: Rico Hizon & Anna Мале Periquet - Panelists: Socorro Ramos, 
Fon, ose Concepcn il Dr. Rolando ortaleza, Atty, Ғађре Gozon, Vivienne Tan, Henri 
Lim bon Liang, Rocrigo Rivera, Marbx Prieto", Grace Glory Go + LUNCH BREAK TOPIC: Feng 
‘Shut Master Charlie Chao's Business Outlook + FORUM 2: A Global Market Beckons The 
Plupno Entrepreneur - Panelists: Dennis Mendiola, Dr. Paco Sandejas, Guillermo Luchangco, 
Ben Colayco, Menardo Jimenez Jr. + FORUM 3: Uncommon Heroes for the Common. 
Bianelitts Dr. Justin Arboleda, Francisco Colayco, Ray барит Jr., Rina Lopez- Bautista, 
Dylan wik, Gerry Geronimo" + Breeding The Entrepreneurial Mindset and Culture By йай! 
Wandhyan « FORUM 4: New Approaches In Entrepreneurship Education « CULMINATING 
FORUM: Triggering the Age of Entrepreneurship in the Philippines - Panellsts Sec. Arthur 
Yop, Sec. tota Alabastró, Chairman Carlito Puno, OIC/Secretary Fe Hidalgo, Undersecretar 
Тоуба Amelia Alonzo, Executive Director Gondelina Amata, Gov. Luis Raymund 
‘Yilaluerte", Linda Wirth, Johniu Koa, Prof. Josephine Aguilar 


DAY 2 (February 24, 2006/ 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.) 


Opening Ceremonies Cutting of Ribbon:VP Noli de Castro, Sen Manuel Vilar, Sen. Manuel 
Roxas f, Sen: Ramon Magsaysay Jr. Sen. Francis Pangilinan, Cong. Wilhelmino Alvarado, 
Mayor Rosendo Capco, Mayor Freddie Tinga, Government Officals, Partner Organizations 
s ernaoal Warishop on Tecnopreneasiip Conducted p МО, Жашка Chans HOST 
‘OST - Business Plan Competition Brel: PCE/PESO, CFBC, ENEDA, JC, HSBC, TIES, ONIA, 
бЕр. Easy Tips on How to Start а Retail Business and How to Supply to Retailers - By: 
Steven T. Cua - "Elevator Pitch" Exhibition by Business Plan Contest Winners & Runners- 
1b « Funding Options for Outstanding Business Plans » Easy on the pocket Business ideas 
By: rond Cart locaton ofthe Pilpones «Awarding of PCE ENEDA Cup Wines «CO 
NÉGOSYO Concert with Orange and Lemons at the Central Plaza, Market! Market! 


Every Nation Leadership Institute, Fort, Taguig. 
Market! Market! Trade Halls A & B, Fort, Taguig 


"Through bio-prospecting, if 
mot outright bio-piracy, propo- 
nents of the gene technology have 
been setting their eyes on our re- 
sources," Datu Victorino Saway of 
the indigenous Talaandig in 
Bukidnon told the INQUIRER. 

“This (bio-prospecting) is all 
about exploiting resources as has 
been the case since the colonial 
era," he said. 

Bio-prospecting is the explo- 
ration, extraction and screening of 
biological diversity for commercially 
valuable and biochemical resources 


suchas medicines or a certain gene. 

Saway was among indigenous 
and local folk from Asia, the Pacif- 
їс, Africa, Latin America, North 
‘America and Europe who gath- 
ered in Granada on Jan. 30-Feb. 3 
as one voice through the United 
Nations-accredited International 
Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity. 

They came to help intervene in 
the fourth meeting of the working 
group on access and benefit-shar- 
ing of the Convention on Biologi- 
cal Diversity. 
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DAY 3 (February 25, 2006/ 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.) 


The Franchise Boom: Now Is the Time to Get Started By: Association of Filipino Franchisers 
Ic. - international Workshop on Technopreneurship * Conducted by: Prof. Patrick Chan 

'NOST: DOST * Franchise Your Business An Option for Growth > By: Philippine Franchise 
Gasociation » The Ent “клон Thyself - By: Lex Ledesma « Fading Your Opportunity 
afa Lifetime: Where do Entrepreneurs Get Their ideas Ву: Jay Bernardo » Moving 
ломан tc Market - By: Мао! Arroyo » The Essentials of a Successful Business Start- 
up“ бу: Joel Santos «FORUM: Financing Programs tnat Work Moderator: Mau Blane 
Pêrels: National Livelihood Support Fund, Personal Bank Loan providers, ABS-CBN Bayan 
Microfinance Foundation, Pawnshops, Cooperatives » Safeguarding and Optimizing Your 
Intellectual Capita - By: intellectual Property Office 


“testa ot spate fr cotton 


Call 637-9347 or 631-8101 
loc. 7188 / 0920-9269232 
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GMA OKs Р128-В Cagayan flood control 


TUGUEGARAO CITY—PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL- 
Arroyo has approved a 25-year master plan pro- 
posed by Cagayan Valley officials to control floods 
in the region. 

‘The President, who attended a 
joint meeting of the Regional Devel- 
‘opment Council and the Regional 
Disaster Coordinating Council here 
‘on Monday, said she would agree to 
the proposed P270-millon initial 
rehabilitation fund for the region, 
provided there were counterpart 
funds from local governments. 

The master plan would need 


P128 billion to implement, accord- 
ing to regional officials. 

Ms Arroyo also approved the 
25-year reforestation program in 
the region's watersheds as a com- 
plementing activity for the desilt- 
ing, rechanneling and dike con- 
struction in Cagayan Valley's ma- 
jor rivers and tributaries. 

She said the Japan Bank for In- 


Senate, House to probe Semirara spill 


by the University of the Philip- 
pines-Visayas and the Philippine 
Coast Guard that the fuel had al- 
ready seeped into the island's 
seabed. 

The panel is composed of 
Cayetano and Rep. Nereus Acos- 
ta (1st District, Bukidnon), co- 
chairs of the Congressional 
Oversight Committee on Clean 
Water, and Sen. Edgardo An- 
gara, who filed a resolution call- 


By rJ. Burgonio 


A PANEL OF THE SENATE AND 
the House of Representatives is 
flying to Semirara Island in An- 
tique on Saturday to look into 
the extent of the damage of the 
massive oil spill off the coast of 
the island, Sen. Pia Cayetano 
said yesterday. 

Cayetano said the panel 
would look deeper into reports 


PAMPANGA II ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 


75 1.8 GUAGUA, PAMPANGA. 
February 10, 2006 


INVITATION TO BID 


PAMPANGA li ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. (PELCO II) WITH 
OFFICE ADDRESS AT SAN ROQUE, GUAGUA, PAMPANGA IS 
PRESENTLY IN NEED OF INTERESTED ELIGIBLE BIDDERS FOR THE 
‘SUPPLY OF SEVENTEEN (17) UNITS SUZUKI VEHICLE (CUSTOMIZED). 
FOUR (4) UNITS SUZUKI VEHICLE (MULTI CAB) AND FOUR (4) UNITS 
SUZUKI VEHICLE (4 WHEEL DRIVE). 


You are therefore invited to submit your bids/proposals to the PBAC 
and participate in a sealed bidding on February 23, 2006 (Thursday), 
10:00 A.M. at PELCO Il Board Room San Roque, Guagua, Pampanga 
wherein your bid will be opened in your presence or that of your 
representatives. Late submission and/or incomplete bid documents shall 
not be accepted. 

REQUEST FURTHER TO INCLUDE IN YOUR SEALED BIDS/ 
PROPOSALS ASIDE FROM THE BID AMOUNT, THE TERMS OF 
PAYMENT. THE BID BOND IS EITHER IN THE FORM OF CASH OR 
MANAGER'S CHECK EQUIVALENT TO TWO AND ONE HALF PERCENT 
(2.5%) OF THE TOTAL BID PRICE OR SURETY BOND (W/ O.R.) 
EQUIVALENT TO TEN PERCENT (10%) OF THE TOTAL BID PRICE ALL 
BIDDERS ARE REQUESTED ТО BE AT PELCO І BOARD ROOM AT 
EXACTLY 10:00 А.М. TO SECURE BID DOCUMENTS (FOR PROPER 
SPECIFICATION OF VEHICLES), ACCREDITATION AND FURTHER 
CLARIFICATION PLEASE CONTACT OR VISIT PBAC CHAIRPERSON 
MS. ANA LEA М. NARCISO, TEL. NO. (045) 900-0611 OR MR. NEIL 5 
ISIP (045) 901-0884-65. 

LATE SUBMISSION OF BIDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. THE PBAC HAS 
THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS THAT DO NOT COMPLY WITH 
THE REQUIREMENTS, WAIVE ANY INFORMALITY IN THE PROPOSAL 
RECEIVED AND TO ACCEPT SUCH MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE 
COOPERATIVE. 


(509) ANA LEA N. NARCISO 


ро Fran 148 t 100) РВАС Charperson 


Repubic ot те Phégpros 
DAVAO CITY WATER DISTRICT 
кт. 5.3P. Lauret Ave.. Davao Cty 
"Tel 02219400 


Mom (Pls see tm 2) bang the Approved Budget 

ge the contractor JANITORIAL SERVICES AND SECURITY SERVICES. bids 

Teceved in excess of te ABC shal be automaticalyrepcied at Od opening 

The Davao Cty Water Оне! now ites Bids om elle Bidders fr 
"SECURITY SERVICES АВС for one (i) year contract: 

vanus DOWD facies fora | Php: 8187,74490 

ened of one (1) yaa! 


ternational Cooperation һай 
been offering loans due to the 
governments prompt repay- 
ment. 

"Where is the source of loan? 
JBIC.... We have to identify the flood 
control program and mitigation pro- 
grams... and once we put [these] in 
place, we have to borrow money be- 
cause there s a need," she said. 

Cagayan Gov. Edgar Lara said 
his province lost at least P1 bil- 
lion in crops when it was hit by 
floods recently. 

Agricultural losses in Isabela 
also reached Р1 billion following 


floods in December last year and 
January this year. 

“Cagayan alone [recorded] P1 
billion in crop damage. Cagayan 
Valley has lost P2 billion worth of 
agricultural crops," Lara said. 

He said at least six water-im- 
pounding dams should be built in 
Cagayan to contain floodwaters, 
aside from proposed dams in 
Nueva Vizcaya and Tagan and 
Mallig towns in Isabela. 

"The Cagayan River can contain 
only 2,000 cubic meters per second 
and excess water from it causes 
massive flooding in various towns 


[ INTHE KNOW | 


WHAT LIES FOR MAN- 
GROVES? 

А2002 study on the impact of. 
ої contamination on man- 
groves by the National Oceanic. 
and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion of the United States said 
mangroves are highly suscep- 
tible to oll exposure. 

Oil may kill them within a few 
weeks to several months. 
Mangroves that are contami 
nated by oil may suffer yel- 
lowed leaves, defoliation, and 
tree death. 

The more subtle responses in- 
clude branching of pneu- 
matophores (a specialized 
structure developed from the 
rootin certain plants growing 
in swamps and marshes, serv- 
ing as a respiratory organ), 
failure to grow or produce 
seeds, decreased canopy cov- 
er (the layer of leaves, twigs, 
and branches of trees) or in- 
creased rate of mutation, and 
increased sensitivity to other 
stresses. 


ing for an inquiry into the spill. 

Lt. Commander Joseph 
Coyme, PCG spokesperson, esti- 
mated that some 175,000 cubic 
meters of soil under the man- 
groves had been contaminated by 
the fuel that had settled under 
water after sitting on the surface 
for too long. 

The size of the contaminated 
soil was established by Jun 
Ballesteros, a hazardous materi- 
als specialist from UP. 

‘A power barge of the National 
Power Corp. ran aground 200 
meters off the shores of Sitio 
Bobog, Barangay Semirara in the 
island on Dec. 18, causing a mas- 
sive oil spill that had contaminat- 
ed 112 hectares of mangrove 
forests. 

‘Cayetano, who also chairs the 
Senate committee on environ- 
ment, said the inquiry would be 
expanded to cover the plight of 
residents, particularly fishermen 
and shell pickers who are suffer- 
ing from the spills effects. 


Repub o! me Prácpnes 
PROVINCE OF CEBU 
воз AND AWARDS COMMITTEE-GOODS AND SERVICES 
‘and Fleer, Provincial Coptot Buono. Cebu Capitol, Cebu Сту 
табах No. 2559514 
Emai Adoress. bac coo rahoo com 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘The Promnice ci Cebu. hugh ts Bids and Awards Comites Goode and Services (ВАС. 
S) тел эй икене: MANPOWER SERVICE PROVIDERS 1o apply or egy and 
1 Ba or e suppty of FIFTY-THREE (53) SECURITY GUARDS for ts prove owned 
‘roperses and stalatona covering the period fom Aori 1. 2008 to December 31, 2006 
nonna) wit an approved budget lor correct ol PS SET E18 00 


Prospective bidders shuld have experience i undertaking a snr project wan he ast 
Neo C years wih an amount ofa east 50% 9 he pec or Bong. and have hey 
personai svatetie cr m prosecuton of the project The BAG-GS shall use пот. 
‘Secretonary"passlla слала n me Еруу Слас сеет as wel ase Premnany 
а of ce, Post quaticaton ol Pe owesi cacasied bx sa aiso be conc 
A partularsrelabve to Expy Statement and Screening, Bid Securty. Pctormance 
Феәтү. Preig Conference. Cvausson of Вин. Post-Quabicaton and Award of 
Conradi shot be governed by partner provisions of RA S184 and s implementing 
Fes and Парана A (RR-A) 

‘The compete schedule of acbvbes is eod as otows: 


SCHEDULE 
February 1510 March 8. 2006 
February 23.2008. 10 00AM. 
March, 2008. 200 P M. 
March 9. 2005 

March 16.2008 

Mach 17,2008 


ви documents wi be твоме to rospectve bidders upon payment o! a non-retundabie 
Sson ol THREE THOUSAND PESOS (P3000 00) ONLY o те Cash Recaps Dawson, 


(Sos) ROY G. SALUBRE 
Shaman 


“JANITORIAL SERVICES, 
invanous ОСО Ofices fora 
partod atona (1) year 

Tig очер o anoite Badara coniaredin Seaton ene Borg Domen 
Bising wil be conducted through ороп competitive Бато procedures using non- 
icrelary passsat erena эв speed n нө mpiemanang Rules and Raguatons 
Per A (RATA) o Repu Act 9104 (RA 0184) olnenmse known as ба “Govemmant 
Procutment Relor Aci- and t rediclad lo Papin ciizensisoie propneorstis, 
organizations wih а! leat ану percent (60%) erect or outstanding сара) stock 
dong to ciens of то Phuppnes, and to zens or orgarizanons of a county те 
Towa or regulators of whic gra вліз gris or prviages о F apno саега. pursuant 
Керио ТЕЗА 983) and sueco Commonwealth Act 138 (C A 138} Oniy 
Bids rom Baders who pass e оңдошу check wi bo opened The proces for ne 
eigin check desctoed m Secon I'l a Bang Documents, 8 The bidder wi 
{he towestCalcuoted Bb (LCS) shat advance 1o epos quabicaton stage morder 1o 
{iat cslerraneresporaveness of na eto technical and nancial requremenis c a 
role. The contac chal nen be awarded i the Lowest Calculated and Response 
Ёш (ORG) who was defermned эз such dunng е post qulicaton procedure 
teresiodDidors may cttainuthernomoton tom Davao Сау Wale Dissictandinspect 
евр Document at me address ven etw от 800 am upio 5 00р т 

А complete set of Bing Documents тау be purchased by interested Beides Кот 
the adóress blow and ороп payment of ran ulundabi lee the amount of 
SECURITY SERVICES. P2000 00/PACKAGE 

JANITORIAL SERVICES 


‘The method of payme 

Teceved personiiy vy Ine prospective Bidder or ws aunonzed representative 

The Davao Cty Waler District wil hod а Pre-Bi Conference open 0 at terested 
parton on MARCH 09, 00 o'clock AM. for Socurly Services and 200 
EM for Jentorial Services at DCWDBAC-A Socrolarat lee, JP. Laurel Ave, 
Bajada, Davao iy. 

‘Bida and ety requrements must bo daiverod othe adress below on or betore 
MARCH 21200 at 9:00 o'clock AM. for Securty Servicos and MARCH 21,2008. 
E00 P.M for Janitorial Services Ai ide muet e. bya B соту 
йа torn ol cash or Manager s cack and тте amount ol P81,877.00 for Socurity 
‘Services and P11,468.20 for Janitorial Servizas Late Bids sha not bo accoped 
Bid opaning shal be at DCWD BAC-A Secretariat Office, J.P. Laurel Avo., Bajada, 
Davao Спу on be олла tcnedu. 


SECURITY SERVICES. EAEN 


CHILD 
Php: 196,800.00 


QUIRINO STATE COLLEGE 
Dilun, Quinno 
Teletax: (078) 694-70-56 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF TRAILER MOUNTED HYDRAULIC 
DRILLING MACHINE FOR DEEP WELL DRILLING 
(QUIRINO STATE COLLEGE) 

The Quirino State College (QSC) invites ай potential Bidders to apply lor. 
eligbiity ала to bid or the Procurement о! Trailer Mounted Hydraulic Driling 
Machine for Deap Well Diling, Quinno State College, Dillun, Quirino. 


"Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedure as. 
эреойеа in IRR of RA 9183 and is restricied to organizations with seventy- 
five percent (75%) interest or outstanding capital stock belonging to ciizens 
Ol the Philippines. Bidders must have а creditable raci record o! lon years ав 
а vendor ol the Hydraulic Dring Machine to various organizatons (Privat. 
Government, Governmant-Owned/Controlled Corporations) and meet the 
minimum eljbüty requirements stated inthe eligolity documents. 

Interested bidders shal secure the окру documents at the Bids and 
‘Awards Committee, Julian A. Alvarez Hal, Quirino State College, Ойып, 
Quirino. with telex no. (078) 694-70-60 upon presentation of Lotier of Intent 
and current Contractors License. 

The Еҗуыту & Bidding Requirements and schedule o! activites are as 
тюн: 
‘Approved Budget forthe Contract Pi 
Issuance of Engbilty & Bidding 
Documents. 
‘Deadline of Submission of ERgblity 
Documents 


500,000.00. 
February 16:23. 2006 al the 
-JARH Biog., OSC Оп, Quirino 
February 28, 2006, 200 p.m. 
Осе of e BAC Chair, 

ЗААН Өк. OSC Dillun, Quirino. 


{JANITORIAL SERVICES. Maven 2, 2008 @ 200P M. 


Pre-Bid Conference ‘March 6, 2006. 


‘ide wii ba opened in Ine presence of he Bidder ropresentatues who choose o 
atthe позва: bolo 

The Davao Oly Water Dstt resorves to righi to accept or reject any Bi. o ann 

The bóng proces, and ta eect a Ba at any tme proto conci award, мо. 

hereby evening any lobt 1o ле aflected Bidder or Baders 

Davao City Water District 

ВАСА. 

JP (aure Avo барда. Davao Сау 

221.8400 (6000) 

БУТ 

pra 


‘on davao water gov gh 
(06) VIRGINIA S. MARION 


ВАСА Chargerson 


(Pov Fe. 662.2008 


‘Submission and Opening of Bids | March 20, 2006, 9:00 a.m.. 
QSC JAH, Ditlun, Quirino. 


Cost of Bidding Documents 'P2,500.00 (non-reluncable) 


‘Application lor омду wil be based on a non-dscretionary "passai" 
смета prescribed in the ebgibilly documents. Only Bidders passing the 
©муру check can partcipate in the Pre-Bacing Contorence, 

QSC reserves the right fo acceptor rejec! any bid, 10 annul the bidding 
process and тоюс ай ide at any вте prior to contract award, without thereby 
аот any tabany to the allectod bidder or bidders. 


(502) ANGELINA D. AMBONON. 
Chairperson. Ваз and Awards Commitee 


LEITET 


of Cagayan and Tuguegarao City so 
there is a need for building water 
containment dams, which will also 
be used for irrigation,” he said. 

Ms Arroyo asked Gumersindo 
Lasam, regional director of the De- 
partment of Agriculture, to coordi- 
nate with local government officials 
in raising their counterpart funds for 
small water impounding projects 
and communal irrigation systems. 

Tuguegarao Mayor Randolph 
Ting said the Magat Dam in Ra- 
mon, Isabela, and its tributaries 
are the main culprits in the mas- 
sive flooding in this city and in 


low-lying villages of Cagayan. 

‘Tobacco farms in some parts of 
the Ilocos region were also re- 
ported to have suffered at least 
P100 million in losses as а result 
of recent rains and typhoons. 

Many Isabela towns went un- 
der water when flood recently 
swept the province as a result of 
continuous rains. 

The flooding was blamed on 
denuded mountains and lack of 
environmental protection in 
forests. Villamor Visaya Jr. and 
Estanislao Calder, PDI Northern 
Luzon Bureau 


Floods, rains force 
evacuation of 4,000 
from 15 Leyte villages 


By Jani Arnaiz 
and Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


inspection because of the bad 
‘weather on Panaon Island. 

She said that while the weath- 
er in Maasin was fair, rains con- 
tinued to pour in Sogod town go- 
ing to Panaon Island. 

Lerias said she wanted to see 
the extent of damage in the 
provincial roads in Liloan, San 
Francisco, San Ricardo and Pin- 
tuyan towns, on Panaon Island. 

Meanwhile, the three persons 
fom Cebu who were earlier re- 
ported missing surfaced at the 
evacuation center in San Francis- 
сооп Monday night. 

The three, who were working 
оп the waterworks system of the 
town, were all from Villadolid in 
Carcar town, Cebu. 

Godofredo Pansit, 50, said he 
and his co-workers were staying 
at their bunkhouse оп Wednes- 
day night in Sitio Tunggo, waiting 
for the rain to stop. 

But the rain continued to рош, 
prompting his co-workers—Moi- 
ses Lawas, 46, and Paulino 
Vasquez, 30, to decide to go to the 
poblacion, 7 km away. 

He said he decided to keep an 
eye on the materials for the P13 
million water works systems that 
his firm was constructing. 

On Friday, Pansit said his two 
‘workers fetched him and wanted to 
take him to the town proper, so they 
could stay in the evacuation center. 

But they got lost along the way due 
to the swelling of the Tunggo River 
"They finally made it to the town prop- 
er on Monday or three days later 

Incessant rains also affected 
nine towns in Southem Leyte 
mainland, prompting the provin- 
dal government to place the 
province under state of calamity. 

Lerias said the total damage 
caused by the landslides and floods 
оп crops, infrastructure and prop- 
erty could reach P100 million. 


SAN FRANCISCO, SOUTHERN 
Leyte—More than 4,000 people 
have been living in evacuation 
centers here after floods spawned 
by non-stop rains hit 15 villages 
in San Francisco on Panaon ls- 
land, Southern Leyte. 

Some 1,099 families or 4,612 
persons started packing their bags 
and left their homes on Saturday 
when the water level started to rise. 

‘They lived in mountain villages 
near the river and the rains had 
brought chem back bad memories 
ofthe 2003 flash floods and mud- 
slides thatleft 150 people dead. 

‘San Francisco was among the three 
towns affected by the magedy The 
others were San Ricardo and Liloan. 

The evacuees were tempora 
ly housed in the town gym, parish 
center, Sangguniang Bayan ses- 
sion һай and schools. 

The affected barangays were 
Santa Paz Norte, Santa Paz Sur, 
Tinaan, Kahayag, Jabay, Tuno, 
Gabi, Dakit, Punta, Bonggawisan, 
Sabang Ubos, Central, Marayag, 
Sudmon and Pinamudian. 

In Liloan, some 100 families, who 
were isolated for three days due to 
flooding, had been evacuated. Some 
stayed at the Liloan Central School 
in the town proper while others opt- 
ed to say with their relatives, said 
Liloan Mayor Marlo Maamo. 

Southern Leyte Gov. Rosette 
Lerias was supposed to conduct an 
aerial inspection and distribute ad- 
ditional food supplies to Panaon Is- 
land on board a helicopter from 
the Philippine Air Force. 

‘The PAF based in Mactan Beni- 
to Ebuen Air Base in Cebu sent a 
helicopter to Maasin City. 

Bur Lerias said she did not pur- 
sue the plan to conduct an aerial 


Forms for Cha-cha sign 
bid unavailable to LGUs 


BINALONAN, PANGASINAN— 
Local officials are ready to start 
the campaign to gather signa- 
tures to push Charter changes 
but a day before the campaign 
starts today, they still have to 
receive the forms to be used in 
the activity, Mayor Ramon 
Guico said. 

Guico, national president of 
the League of Municipalities of 
the Philippines, has proposed 
to the Union of Local Authori- 
ties of the Philippines (Ulap) 
that it will furnish each town a 
copy of the form that the may- 
ог can recopy for distribution. 

He said his town has yet to 
receive any official form to 
start the signature drive. 

The national government, 
he said, did not allot any bud- 
get for local governments to 
Cover expenses in the gather- 
ing of signatures. 

"Чез sariling sikap (We're ex- 
pected to be resourceful),” 
Guico said. 

їп an earlier interview, 
Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr. 
said the leagues of governors 
and vice governors, major po- 
litical parties, non-government 
organizations, people's organi- 
zations and religious groups 


could prepare their own forms. 

De Venecia also said there 
was no need for the organiza- 
tions to be accredited before 
they can gather signatures. 

Guico, a distant cousin of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
said only the question, "Do you 
want Charter change?” would 
be asked during the signature 
campaign. 

He said the forms would not 
yet specify provisions in the Con- 
stitution that would be changed. 

He said he was confident 
that he could get 50 percent of 
the signatures of the towns 
24,000 voters. Yolanda Sotelo- 
Fuertes, PDI Northern Luzon 
Bureau 
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Court seeks custody of nursing exam ге 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


S/EDNESOAY, FEBRUARY 15,7008 


board for the release of their ex- 
am results, 

‘The Iloilo sheriff is scheduled 
to go to Manila to get the test pa- 
pers and answer sheets from the 
PRC office, according to Nelia 
Gonzales, lawyer for the WNC 
nursing graduates and one of 
the petitioners, 

The judge also directed the 
commission and the board to 
furnish the petitioners a certi- 
fied copy of the report of PRC 
Regional Director Lily Ann 
Baldago, who recommended 
that the results of the petition- 


ers examinations be withheld. 

WNC graduate Johnny Albari- 
co and 45 others have also filed a 
petition before the Court of Ap- 
peals to compel the PRC and ће 
board to release the examination 
results, 

Another petition, filed by 127 
other WNC nursing graduates, is 
also pending in the sala of Ba- 
colod RTC Judge Philadelfa 
Agraviador, lawyer Leon Moya 
said. 

"The court is awaiting the reply 
of the PRC and the board to the 
petition, he added. 


Capiz Rep. Predenil Castro, in 
a privilege speech at the House of 
Representatives on Monday 
scored Baldago for withholding 
the board exam results of the 
WNC graduates, 

“Ir is truly lamentable to re- 
alize how the PRC, the Board 
of Nursing, and even the CHEd 
(Commission on Higher Educa- 
tion) become powerless as 
they all crouch before the va- 
garies of Lily Ann Baldago," he 
said, 

The PRC and the board 
promised to expeditiously inves- 


One of the graduates comes 
from Aklan, three are from 
tique, four from Bohol, eight 
from Capiz, 35 from Cebu, 28 
from Dumaguete, 122 from lloi- 
10, 320 from Negros Occidental, 
and one from Southern Leytephe 
said, 

Castro called on Congress to 
investigate the case of the WN 
nursing graduates. T 

He also urged the House to 
scrutinize "with its eagle 
eye,” the budget of the PRC, 
the Board of Nursing, and the 
CHEd. “ 


Jobseekers : 
й 
з village officials shot dead lose PÓM > 
DAVAO CITY—Communist rebels stormed a village In New Corella, Davao B. " E 
del Norte and executed two village officials, the military sald Thursday. Mal а: 
pene cce pe p in Mindanaó 
undetermined number of New People's Army rebels arrived In Barangay El TM. 7 a 
Salvador at about 6:30 a.m. Wednesday and seized barangay chair Loreto r DAVAO CITY—ILLEGAL RECRUIT- 
Cabuga, who was forced to lead the rebels to the houses of Councllors Bar- ers in Mindanao collected nearly P6 
tolome Cabuga and Raul Juaton. The two were executed on suspicion that million from unsuspecting victins 
they were behind the organization of an anticommunist vigilante group. last year, the Philippine Overseas 
Dennis Jay Santos, PDI Mindanao Bureau Employment Office (POEA) in Min- 


" danao said on Monday. m 
2 nabbed for marijuana Francis Domingo, chief of the 
COTABATO CITY-— Police arrested two suspected pushers on Monday while POEA-Mindanao, said the figure 
they were repacking marijuana inside a house on Pansacala Street here. Se- showed that people were still þe- 
nior Insp. Samson Obatay, chief of the city police's special operations ing lured by illegal recruiters to 
‘group, Identified the suspects as Anwar Samparado and Solaiman Ombol, non-existent jobs abroad. ed 
of Barangay Rosary Heights. Seized from them were five sachets of dried Domingo attributed the situ 
marijuana, drug paraphernalia and cash, 


tion to the victims failure to $b- 
Charlie Sease, PDI Mindanao Bureau ео 


operate with the POEA. 

He said illegal recruiters nór- 
Ex-bank employee shot dead mally offered lucrative job place- 
COTABATO CITY—A former employee of a MetroBank branch here was shot ments to countries seeking Fil- 
dead by suspected car thieves after the victim refused to let go of his newly ipino workers. He did not identify 
acquired motorcycle on Monday night, police said Tuesday. Senior Insp. the countries, к 
‘Samson Obatay, chief of the city police's special operations group, sald “All the efforts of the POEA to 
Waliasa Arsa, 32, a former Metro Bank clearing officer, was shot along Gon- fight illegal recruitment will goto 
zalo Javier Street in Barangay Rosary Helghts 7. E 

Charlie Sefiase, PDI Mindanao Bureau | VALENTINE'S GIFT ‘contnauTeD PHOTO 


naught if Filipino overseas appli- 

cants do not cooperate,” Domin- 
^ ine's Day af islands, 

Laguna rural bank robbed Ie'sa perfect Valentine's Day affair for 135 couples who wed by the beach in Hundred Islands, 

TANAAN CITY Four undone man авснаа газі bankin Ste Rosa, |" Beet Wy tae ct UNUS Oe 


go said. 
On the bright side, he said, the. 

City in Laguna on Feb. 9 and took away P500,000 In cash. Sta. Rosa police QUOCUM LM 
chief Supt. Florendo Saligao said the robbers, who pretended to be clients, 
went inside the Cabuyao Rural Bank in Barangay Balibago at 2:10 p.m. 
Shortly after, they announced a hold-up and disarmed the bank's lone secu- 
rity guard, They locked up the four bank employees and the guard Inside the 
cash vault. The robbers escaped in a tricycle. 

Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Artists’ show in Legazpi 

LEGAZPI CITY—The city government, through the Commission on Bikol 
History and Culture, on Monday launched a four-member show ted 
“Langis, Tinta at Bato" and a book launch by Bicolano writers. A one-stop 
shop for new books on "Bikol and/or Bikol” writes was also set ир atthe 
Legazpi City Museum at the City Hall compound. The art exhibit, which will 
run until March 10, features the works of four Bicolanos in celebration of 
National Arts month. PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 


tigate the matter involving the 
withholding of the examination 
“fesults of the 567 graduates of 
the WNC, as well as the alleged 
“academic overloading,” but until 
now no results have been pre- 
sented, he said. 

“In the meantime, the 567 
poor and unfortunate nursing 
graduates of West Negros Col- 
lege remain clueless as to 
their future while their and 
their families’ lives are sus- 
pended and continue to hang 
on the air of uncertainty,” he 


BACOLOD CITY—A REGIONAL 
Trial Court judge in Iloilo on 
Monday ordered the Professional 
Regulation Commission and the 
Board of Nursing to place the 
board examination papers and 
answer sheets of 146 West Negros 
College (WNC) nursing gradu- 
ates in court custody 

Judge Guiljie Delfin-Lim of 
RTC Branch 22 acted on a motion 
filed by nursing graduates who 
sued the PRG and the nursing 


‚` ROUNDUP, 


err 


фе | 


ar 
In 2004, illegal recruiters col- 
lected nearly P4 million from 463 
victims, he said. But last year, the 
number droppedto411. + 
Domingo said the number offl- 
legal recruitment cases also 
dropped to 136 in 2005 from 148 
in 2004. 
Most of the cases were settled 
outofcourt, hesaid, =e 
“Also, some of the cases did пог 
prosper because the victims were 
threatened,” Domingo said. Judy 
Quiros, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 


Chlorine sent to flooded Surigao towns 


By Bert Pacate 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


health officer, said some residents 
had fallen ill after using contami- 
nated water 

Records from the Adela ‘Ty 
Memorial Medical Center 
showed that at least 50 people 
had already been treated for gas- 
troenteritis and other water- 
borne diseases since the floods hit 
the province last week. 

“Hundreds more may have 


gotten sick due to contaminat- 
ed waters. But we have little 
way of finding out. They could 
not go to health centers and 
hospitals because roads and 
bridges are not accessible,” Pa- 
garan said. 

Gov. Vicente Pimentel Jr. 
asked Defense Secretary Avelino 
Cruz Jr for immediate assis- 
tance. 


TANDAG, SURIGAO DEL SUR 
—The provincial health office has 
ordered the distribution of chlo- 
rine to various town centers in 
the province to combat water 
contamination caused by recent 
floods. 

Dr. Cesar Pagaran, provincial 
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beautiful things in We. 


PUERTO PRINCESA City celebrates Valent 
Edward Hagedorn leads city residents in tree planting ceremonies held annually every 
Feb. l4. ‘CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 


Indigenous peoples ... 


From page AIT 


Fortunately, says Saway, the people have a cus- 
tomary protocol penalizing those who encroach into 


‘Some 450 participants from governments, 
UN agencies, indigenous and local community 
groups, the academe and industry attended. 
Born out of the 1992 Rio de Janiero Earth 
‘Summit in Brazil, the convention, which has 
188 parties, aims “to promote the conservation 
of biodiversity the sustainable use of its compo- 
nents, and the fair and equitable sharing of ben- 
efits arising from the use of genetic resources.” 
Some countries, like the Philippines, insti- 
tuted in recent years some bio-prospecting 
agreements to help regulate bio-prospecting. 


Bio-piracy 

But with the lack of public information and 
awareness about bio-prospecting, many 
source communities and countries cannot ef- 
fectively monitor or enforce bio-prospecting 
regulations, if any, leading to bio-piracy or the 
‘outright theft of biodiversity resources, said 
the Canada-based Action Group on Erosion, 
Technology and Concentration. 

‘The industrialized world has the edge in 
gene technology, but it doesn't have the raw 
materials, much of which still abound in de- 
veloping or least developed countries. 

"While states are seeking to establish an intema- 
tional system to regulate and govern access to and 
equitable benefit-sharing from genetic resources, 
ases of bio-prospecting and bio-piracy, mostly in 
indigenous and local communities, continue. 

Saway, for example, cited the case of govem- 
ment researchers in 1995 who “intruded” into the 
‘Talaandig community to gather plant specimens 
without getting the consent of the community. 


the community without the permission of elders. 

‘As punishment, the government researchers 
were told to provide the community with eight 
carabaos, 26 chickens, eight square meters each 
of red, white and black cloths, and P150 in coins, 

“{И] was actually the Talaandig peoples way 
of asserting their right to self-rule,” Saway said. 

Other indigenous peoples have presented 
cases of bio-piracy by pharmaceutical firms 
allied with universities or governments, 
which targeted medicinal plants, including 
certain animals, whose traditional uses have 
long been part of indigenous folk knowledge. 

Indigenous and local communities from var- 
ious countries have thus pushed for an interna- 
tional system that will guarantee respect for 
their rights to their territories and resources. 

Tgorot leader Lourdes Amos of the Thailand- 
based Asian Indigenous Peoples’ Pact stressed on 
the first day of the meeting a "rights bosed" system. 

Reading an IFB statement, Amos said any inter- 
national system must respect and recognize indige- 
mous peoples “rights to self-determination and 
their corresponding right of permanent sovereignty 
over our lands and natural resources." 

‘Amos said the right to "ree and prior informed 
consent" and "the right to say no or deny access to 
our knowledge and resources" are subsumed in the 
indigenous peoples right to self determination. 


MAURICE Malanes, a native of Kibungan, 
Benguet and PDI correspondent for Baguio- 
Benguet, covered the United Nations-accredited 
International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversi- 
ty held Jan. 30-Feb. З in Granada, Spain. 
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Gov't raises La Niña alert 


From page Al 

‘Anthony Golez, deputy administrator of 
the Office of Civil Defense (OCD), said the 
government was preparing the biggest flood 
mitigation plan that should be completed 
within six months. (See related story in 
‘Across The Nation on Page А18.) 


‘Switch crops 

‘The Department of Agriculture has been 
tasked with immediately conducting an infor- 
mation camps among the country's farm- 
ers to advise them to change the type of crops 
they would be planting this season. 

Farmers, in eastern Luzon particularly, 
should consider switching to crops suitable to 
the predicted high rainfall in the coming 
months. 

“їп the Philippines, which is also experi- 
encing the southwest monsoon now, you 
havea situation where there's too much wa- 
ter in the wrong place at the wrong time," 
Yumul said. 

Pagasa climatology chief Flaviana D. Hi- 
lario said the weather bureau had been moni- 
toring anomalies in the sea surface tempera- 
tures in the Pacific since October last year. 


Floods in the Visayas 

From October to November last year, the 
Philippines experienced below normal rain- 
fall. The cooling of the sea surface tempera- 
tutes in the Pacific started in December. 

From January to Feb. 12, some parts of the 


Philippines received 300 times more than the 
average rainfall, triggering flash floods and 
mudslides in the Visayas and Mindanao, Hi- 
lario said. 

Climate centers in Australia, Japan and 
the United States have also observed the La 
Nifia conditions and predicted the phe- 
nomenon would continue for the next three 
to six months. 

For an official La Niña event to be declared, 
the difference between actual and normal sea 
surface temperatures must be at least -0.5 
points for a period of five months or until 
May. 

Pagasa recorded -0.1 points from Jan. 15 to 
Feb. 11. 


‘Hardest hit 

Pagasa said the eastern seaboard of the 
Philippines would be hardest hit by the La 
Nifia phenomenon. This includes Cagayan 
Valley, Isabela, Southern Leyte, Leyte, 
Agusan del Sur and Norte, Davao Orien- 
tal, Samar, Aurora and the Bicol 
provinces. 

‘The OCD has reported 14 fatalities, one in- 
Jured person and six people missing due to 
rains this year. Around 280,000 people or 
57,000 families in 24 municipalities and sev- 
en provinces have been affected. 

Some 5,700 families have also been evacu- 
ated, but many of them have decided to re- 
turn to their homes due to the recent fair 
weather. With a report from David A. Hayes 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


LA NIÑA, LITERALLY "THE LITTLE GIRL." IS A TERM USED. 
by meteorologists to describe unusually cool sea surface 
temperatures in the Pacific Ocean. Changes in the atmo- 
spheric pressure in the Pacific, calculated by comparing air 
pressure between Tahiti and Darwin, Austral, are also linked 
to La Niña events. 

Its four major effects are flooding, soll erosion, storm. 
surges and strong winds. 

itis the opposite of EI Nifio ("The Little Boy”) which is 
characterized by unusually warm ocean temperatures and 
results in less rainfall and fewer tropical cyclones. 

One of the most destructive typhoons during the La Ni- 
fia phenomenon in 1998-99 was Typhoon "Norming." It 
struck the Visayas on Dec. 12, 1998, leaving 17 people 
dead, 24 missing and P247 million in damage to crops and 
property. 

Environmental watchdog Greenpeace said the 1982-83 
EI Nifi, considered the strongest in the 20th century, 
claimed some 1,500 lives and cost the world economy 
more than $8 billion. 

The Philippines lost some $450 million. The output of 
agriculture, fishery and forestry dropped 6.6 percent due 
to drought in the first half of 1998 and strong typhoons 
later that year. 


Floods (December 2005 
to February 2006) 


First week of December 

© Oriental Mindoro is hit by flooding due to heavy 
rains. Hundreds of families are evacuated. Flooding inten- 
sifies before Christmas, displacing thousands. 

‘© Heavy rains force over 12,000 residents from at least 
14 villages in Lucena City to evacuate to safer ground as 
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floods continue to rise. 

© Four bridges in Cagayan Valley are closed due to 
floods; families start to leave their homes. Rivers in 18- 
abela and La Union swell, swamping four bridges. 

© Two weeks of incessant rains trigger floods in six vil- 
lages in Palo town, Leyte, affecting over 8,000 persons. 


Dec.17 


"Typhoon "Quedan" hits southern Luzon, including Ori- 
ental Mindoro, Palawan, Camarines Sur and Sorsogon, 
and some parts of the Visayas, including Aklan, ойо and 
Capiz. Six are reported dead and thousands of families are 
evacuated. 


Dec, 23 

In Zamboanga del Norte, a farmer dies following a mud- 
slide and flash floods due to heavy rains 
Dec. 24 

Residents of six villages in Zamboanga City are evacu- 
ated after flash floods submerged their areas. 
Dec. 27-29 

Provinces in Northern Luzon, including Isabela, La 
Union and Aurora, are submerged due to heavy rains. 
Jan. 25 


Tropical depression "Agaton" causes floods in Isabela, 
Nueva Ecija, Aurora, Pampanga and Nueva Vizcaya. Three 
are reported killed. Millions worth of crops are destroyed. 


February 
їп Southern Leyte, seven people ae killed due to a 
mudslide caused by heavy rains. 
PDI Research 


GI in Sulu in hot water for shooting stray animals 


From page Al 
shooting stray animals that wan- 
der into his team's compound, ac- 
carding to a local report. 

"Rice has continued to shoot at 
stray animals despite repeated ad- 
moniions from officals of the 
Philippine Marine Battalion Land- 
ing Team (МВТ) 4, the report said. 

‘The “casualties” were not iden- 
tified in the report. But in the 
‘countryside, house pets like dogs, 
cats, chickens and ducks usually 
have the run of the place. 

Ironically, the visiting US 
troops are soon to offer veteri- 
nary services as part of their civic 
projects in the area. 

Reached by phone in Manila, 
US Embassy spokesperson 
Matthew Lussenhop said that the 


said. 


mission was still looking into the 
reported animal shootings, and 
that “disciplinary action” would 
be imposed if necessary. 

“US servicemen are operating 
under strict rules of engagement 
and rules of behavior, and if those 
rules are found to have been vio- 
lated, there will be some kind of 
disciplinary action,” Lussenhop 


Only days earlier, the embassy 
said US servicemen taking part in 
Balikatan exercises this year were 
expected to behave like "informal 
ambassadors” of their country 


“offend” Filipinos. 

The conduct of visiting Ameri- 
can troops has drawn closer 
scrutiny since the alleged rape of 


the Subic Freeport. 


court. 


Congress. 
On the beach 


any act that might 


mao, Sulu. 


2 22-year-old Filipino woman by 
US Marines on Nov. 1 last year at 


Four Marines have been pre- 
vented from returning to their 
home base in Okinawa and are 
facing trial in an Olongapo City 


Debates over US custody of the 
four accused and over the future 
of the RP-US Visiting Forces 
Agreement are going on in 


Rice was reportedly caught 
shooting at stray animals on Feb. 
10 at around 7:45 p.m. on Seit 
Higad beach—where his unit had 
set up quarters—in Seit, Pana- 


The soldier caused a ruckus as 
he “indiscriminately fired his is- 
sued firearm [at] stray animals 
entering their occupied com- 
pound," the report said, adding: 

"It was not the first time that 
said shooting happened.” 

The report quoted members of 
the 24th Marine Company under 
the MBLT 4, which also set up 
quarters on the beach, as saying 
that "Rice himself frequently 
leads the shooting whenever 
stray animals enter the com- 
pound." 

MBLT 4 officials reportedly ad- 
monished the Americans, saying 
that killing stray animals would 
"destroy the good rapport [they 
had] established with the resi- 
dents in the area.” 


Civic mi: 


Blasted hopes, broken dreams for 14 minors 


From page Al 

them before a juvenile court," 
said Director Marcelo Ele, head of 
the Anti-Illegal Drugs and Special 
Operations Task Force. 


Parents tested positive 
The minors who will not be 


the minors shocked social work- 
ers in Pasig. 


Young runners 

Ele said those who did not test. 
positive for drugs and who were. 
not found to have drugs or any 
drug paraphernalia on them 


use, illegal possession of drugs or 
paraphernalia, maintenance of 
drug dens, visiting drug dens and 
illegal possession of firearms. 

The eldest among the adults 
was a 65-year-old man. 

The discovery of the colony of 
drug addicts has led to the sack- 


tive for drugs will be sent to reha- 
bilitation centers. Those who 
tested negative, including a 16- 
year-old girl who is seven months 
pregnant, will be retumed to 
their families. 

But Delleva said social workers 
would have to check first if the 


ness.” 


But Rice was “not heeding 
their advice,” the report said. 

The RP-US Balikatan exercises 
їп Sulu are to open on Feb. 20 and 
run until March 5. 


То fend off criticism that US 
soldiers were interfering in local 
operations against terrorists, the 
Balikatan has in recent years inte- 
grated US civic missions into the 
military exercises to serve the lo- 
cal population. 

The US advance party, which 
includes Rice's unit, launched 
their “civil military operations” in 
Sulu on Jan. 20. 

Aside from medical and dental 
services, “limited veterinary ser- 
vices” are also to be provided dur- 


ops who fail in their duty to fight 
crime and protect our people,” Press 
Secretary Ignacio Bunye said. 

“The President means busi- 


Over dzRH radio, Ms Arroyo 
reiterated that the government 
would continue to break up drug 


ing medical missions. 


Valentine's Day march 

Meanwhile, dozens of activists 
held a Valentine's Day march near 
the US Embassy to demand the 
revocation of the VFA. 

Holding up red heart-shaped 
placards reading "US out of 
Philippines now,” the marchers 
said the УРА was putting Ameri- 
сап troops above Philippine laws 
and failing to protect the Fil- 
ipinos' interests. 

"What the Filipinos have with 
the US is clearly a parasitic and 
abusive relationship—a relation- 
ship between unequal entities,” 
said marcher Corazon Requizo. 
With reports from Volt Contreras 
and AP 


ing of all city policemen. 

“some barangay officials told 
me that they were afraid of re- 
porting drug pushers to police- 
men, fearing that some of these 
officers could be involved in 
drugsas well,” Eusebio said. 


charged include those who did 
not test positive or were not 
found with drugs or drug para- 
phernalia, ог were too young. 
Some were aged 7 and below. 
One was a 4-month-old baby 
whose mother had brought her 
child to the drug den. 

That baby's mother was among 
six parents who tested positive. 
for shabu, Ele said. 

Police have turned 31 of the 
minors over to Pasig's social wel- 
fare unit. Only three of them 
жеге attending school. 

The results of he drug tests on 


Medina's side 

Senior Supt. Romeo Abaring 
has been assigned to take over 
the post of Medina, 

“I have explained my side. I ac- 
cept the decision,” Medina told 
the INQUIRER. 

Medina said his men had con- 
ducted several operations in the 
area, resulting in several arrests. 

“The problem is many of the 
suspects would just post bail and 
quickly go back to (ilegal 
drugs), Medina said. With re- 
ports from Christine 0. Aven- 
daño and Norman Bordadora 


‘would be released to their near- 
est relative. 

Ele earlier said that the young- 
sters were not customers but 
"runners" who were used to de- 
liver drugs and other parapher- 
nalia to the different stalls and 
shacks in the compound. 

АШ in all, the raiders arrested a 
total of 319 people in the com- 
pound just a few hundred meters 
from Pasig City Hall and Pasig po- 
lice headquarters. 

About 200 adults facing 
charges are accused of offenses 
ranging from drug pushing, drug 


ing of two dozen police officers, 
including Pasig police chief Se- 
nior Supt. Raul Medina. 

Pasig policemen have also 
been subjected to drug tests. 

Social workers said ап envi- 
ronment where peddling shabu 
had become a primary way ‘to 
earna living made it easier for the 
children to get into drugs. 


relatives would be capable of 
raising the children, 

“Ifthe place is still detrimental 
for the minors, we will seek assis- 
tance from our head office for the 
possibility of bringing them to in- 
stitutions,” she said. 

Declaring that President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo "means business,” 
Malacafang said the dismissal of 
26 Philippine National Police per- 
sonnel should serve as a warning 
to those who were not doing their 


dens in Metro Manila. 


Police involved? 

Pasig Mayor Vicente Eusebio 
plans to order a mandatory drug 
testing of all City Hall employees 
amid suspicions that some employ- 
ees and even policemen had pro- 
tected the raided shabu enclave. 

Eusebio said if investigation 
would confirm that his employ- 
ees were among those rounded 
up, he would "quickly order that 
all employees in the City Hall un- 
dergo drug testing.” 

He also ordered the drug test- 


Wrong values 

“The values itself is lacking. 
They are developing the wrong 
attitudes,” Delleva said. 

Those minors who tested posi- 


"This showed the "firm resolve of 
the government to discipline errant 


OFW blew lid off secret ‘shabu’ flea market 


From page Al 
become unruly during a “session” 
in'one of the 60 shanties inside 
the compound, and people beat 
him black and blue. He wanted to 
get even and continued to go to 
the place, not only to “score” but 
to observe, he said. 

Once, he said, he saw uni- 
formed policemen in the com- 
pound. They were apparently 
regulars because the other cus- 
tomers and merchants didn’t 
mind them. Another time he saw 
a patrol car stop outside and 
somebody from inside handed 
money to its occupants. 

‘The OFW said some of the regu- 
lar customers apparently were 
from the moneyed class. One 
night, he saw luxury cars—a Mer- 
cedes Benz, a BMW and a Toyota 
land Cruiser—parked outside. 
"There were also big bikes. 


The camera was as tiny as a 
button, its eye as small as a 
needlepoint. 

Bingo! When the OFW came 
back, he had a video of people 
selling shabu openly. In a second 
surveillance, Erwin sent his own 
ТУ crew. Again, the video showed 
people doing brisk business. 

Erwin sought my help in ap- 
proaching the authorities. He 
wanted his show and my own 
“Isumbong Mo kay Tulfo” pro- 
gram to have a combined cover- 
age if any raid should take place. 

"The problem was who, among 
the police, could we trust with 
our “bombshell”? 


Man of the hour 

We went to PNP Director Gen- 
eral Arturo Lomibao. He nearly 
fell off his chair when he saw the 
video. — 7 

"Thats impossible! How can 
that happen in the heart of Pasig 
City?" he said. 

Lomibao called somebody on 
his cellular phone and told him to 
come immediately. И was Direc- 
tor Marcelo Ele Jr, the chief of 
the PNP Directorate for Intelli- 
gence and Detective Manage- 
ment and head of the Anti-Illegal 
Drugs Special Operations Task 
Force (Aidsor). He arrived in no 
time. 

“Ask me for anything you need 


to complete the mission, ГЇ give 
itto you," Lomibao told Ele. 

“Its a top secret mission. Only 
you, Mon, Erwin and 1 know 
about it at this point. If it leaks 
out, one of us did it.” 

Ele went to work. He asked if 
Erwins cameraman, who was 
hiding the informant, could come. 
and give him all the details about. 
the place. 

That same day Ele and the 
cameraman flew over the com- 
pound, using a borrowed Air 
Force helicopter so people below 
‘would not suspect anything. 

With the information gathered 
from the air and on the ground, 
Ele pinpointed the possible entry 
point and the areas where to de- 
ploy men to prevent an escape. 


Shootout feared 

Mapayapa compound is about 
a hundred meters away from the 
city’s public market. The place 
teems with people. 

"This will entail a big opera- 
tion,” Ele saidvin our second 
meeting. "Many men will be in- 
volved. A blitzkrieg. The problem 
is how will a big number of po- 
licemen get there without being 
detected?” 

Ele, a two-star police intelli- 
gence man, also considered that 
some of the residents/drug push- 
ers in the compound were armed 


and ready to fight if cornered. 
Ele expected strong resistance, 
possibly even a shootout. 


“Let the SAF do the fighting,” 
Ele said. "Well take cover while 
the firefight is going on. We will 
fire back if we're fired at. This 
way, we won't be hitting each oth- 
ex” 

As а countersign, all nonu 
formed raiders, including our 
own crews, wore orange packing 
tape on both arms. 


Handling the children 

One group, composed of SAF 
troops, would surround the com- 
pound. The second group, the 
main assault body, would barge 
in. A third group, led by Ele and 

ith whom we were imbedded, 
would go in only after the place 
had been "neutralized." 

Also with our group were mem- 
bers of the Philippine Drug En- 
forcement Agency headed by re- 
tired Chief Supt. Rodolfo Caisip. 
There was also a team from the so- 
cial welfare department to handle 
children caught in the compound. 

2 pom: Women without money 

‘The interior of the compound 
wasa maze of shanties. 

‘The troopers kicked open some 
doors and saw some women in 
various stages of undress. Our in- 
formant claimed women who 
didn't have money had sex with 
pushers in exchange for a fix. 

‘The raid was over in less than 
five minutes. 


‘Toavoid detection, the 100 SAF 
troopers were packed like sar- 
dines into three commercial deliv- 
ery vans, The nonuniformed 
raiders rode in a hired passenger 
bus. Others rode in their own cars. 

It was the noon rush hour and 
the convoy took a long time toar- 
rive at the compound. 

On Soriano Street, where the 
compound was, many tricycles 
were lined up waiting for fares. 
Two vans unloaded their cargo of 
fully armed and sweating troops. 
‘They rushed the compound. 

A third van disgorged other 
troops in a back street which Ele 
had deduced would be the escape 
route, 

“Dapa! Бари (Hit “the 
ground)," the SAF troops shouted 
as they burst in, taking people in- 
side by surprise. Some of the 
troops cursed as they ordered the 
men to lie face down on the 
ground 


Ground assault 

Erwin suggested we borrow 
Air Force choppers and have 
some crack police troops rappel 
down into the compound in а 
blitzkrieg attack. The main group 
would launch an assault from the 
ground. 

Ele pondered over the sugges- 
tion, then said: “If we use chop- 
pers, our boys will have to be cov- 
ered by machine-gunners from 
the choppers while they're rap- 
pelling down. We might hit inno- 
cent civilians.” 

"We will have to assault entire- 
ly by land,” he said. 

On Friday, about 100 PNP com- 
mandos in full battle gear assem- 
bled at the Camp Crame grand- 
Я stand. They would make ће as- 
Hidden camera pU 
‘The OFW sought out Erwin 
and told him everything. 

"At first, 1 thought he was 
‘praning’ (paranoid) because he 
was talking fast and couldn't be 
understood," my brother said. 
Wanting to get rid of the man, Er- 
win told him to just come back. 

‘The OFW kept coming back. 
Exasperated, Erwin asked if he 
was willing to have a hidden cam- 
era installed on his person. 


Countersigns used 

Aidsot personnel were also 
around, along with chemists from 
the PNP crime laboratory and po- 
lice from the traffic group. 

‘At the Aidsot office, Ele made 
final preparations with assault 
team leaders Supt. Eduardo 
Acierto of Aidsot and Chief Insp. 
Ericson Dilag of the Special Ac- 
tion Force. 


No cell phones 

But most ofthe people, includ- 
ing the SAF troops, didn't know 
what was going to take place. 
They were only going to be told 
by their commanders before they 
moved out of Camp Crame. 

То prevent any leaks, all cellu- 
lar phones of the raiders were de- 
posited with their commanders. 
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Hope floats for minors in prison . 


By Michael Lim Ubac programs, according to the Juve- 
nile Justice Network-Philippines 
QUNP). 

Data from the JUNR a broad 
coalition of government and non- 
government organizations push- 
ing for the child protection law, 
showed that as of September 
2005, about 4,000 minors “in con- 
flict with the law" were in jail. Of 
the figure, 467 were in Metro 
Manila jails under the supervision. 
of the Bureau of Jail Management 
and Penology. The figure did not 


DECLARING THAT ‘JAIL 15 NO 
place for a child,” the House com- 
mittee on justice yesterday ap- 
proved the comprehensive juvenile 
justice system bill which seeks to 
stop the widespread practice of i 
tegrating juvenile delinquents with 
hardened criminals. 

T enacted, 70 percent of crimi- 
nal cases against children will be 
dismissed outright while others 
will be referred to rehabilitation 


' METROBRIEFS 


No blowing of horns in ‘Silent Zones" 
FIVE Quezon City councilors want public 
places like schools, churches and ћоѕрі- 
tals to be declared “Silent Zones" to stop 
passing motorists from blowing their 
horns or sirens and playing loud music. In 
a proposed ordinance, the councilors sai 
the noise made by cars and other vehicles 
could be a distraction. "peaceful and qui- 
etenvironment" is conducive to teaching 
in school, worshipping in church, and 
treating patients in a hospital, they added. 
Under the proposal, first time violators 
shall be tined P1,000 or imprisoned for a month. Subsequent offenders 
Shall be fined P3,000 or imprisoned for six months, or both, depending on 
the discretion of the court. The proposed ordinance was introduced by 
Councilors Resty Malangen, Rommel Abesamis, Eric Rey Medina, Francisco 
Calalay Jr and Janet Malaya. 
DJ Yap 


Accidental shooting, suicide or foul play? 
A POLICEMAN died after he was shot in the chest inside a hotel in Makati 
City yesterday. РО! Al Francis Quirante Camba, 26, was rushed to the 
Makati Medical Center at 1:15 a.m. fter a bullet pierced the right side of his 
collar bone. The shooting took place in Unit 1416 of the Prince Plaza, a con- 
dominium-otelat tne comer of Dela Rosa and Legaspi Streets in Barangay 
San Lorenzo, where Camba had spent the night drinking with his friends. 
‘The policeman, assigned to the Criminal Investigation and Detection Group 
(CIDG) in Cotabato City, was in Metro Manila to undergo training at the 
Philippine National Police headquarters in Camp Crame. The Makati Police 
Department's Homicide Section is now considering three possibilities in 
Camba's death: Accidental shooting, suicide, or foul play. Senior Insp. Ma. 
Jasmelina Almasa, Southern Police District Scene-of-the-Crime Operatives 
Team leader, said Сатва в companions would undergo testing to determine 
ifthey had fired a gun. 

Tarra V. Quismundo 


Manila cops shape up 
т MANILA policemen have no тоге excuse 
for being fat and out of shape. The Manila 
Police District (MPD) yesterday began its 
kickboxing and tummy trimming sessions 
as part ofan improved fitness program for 
all law enforcers and civilian employees. 
MPO director Chief Supt. Pedro Bulaong 
said the program was aimed at geting all 
the district's personnel in shape so that 
they could run after criminals. “The MPD's 
fitness program isnot only good for physt- 
cal health but also essential in instilling professionalism, integrity and disci- 
pline.” Bulaong sald in a statement. "We believe that this fitness program 
ouid be considered as а key to crime suppression because it would eventu- 
ly create a new breed of cops with increased strength and vigor,” Bulaong 
added. The MPO had earlier signed a memorandum of agreement with the 
Philippine Council for Strength and Fitness Inc. (PCSF) to draft and initiate a 
fitness program sulted for Manila policemen. PCSF officials earlier ex- 
plained that the Manila policemen would be required to undergo Amis selt- 
tetense training, weight training, police obstacle course activities, physical 
abii tests, fighting fitness for female members of the Special Weapons 
and Tactics team, bodybuilding, and a 12-week “extensive tummy trimming. 
weight reduction system." 
Margaux C. Ortiz 


Fiery Valentine’s Day 

AFIRE hita church in Las Piñas City yesterday, destroying P-milion 
worth of property. According to deputy fire marshal Aldwin Salazar, the 
fire began shortly after 10 a.m. n the caretaker's quarters beside the Las 
Piñas Evangelical Church on Daisy Street in Pilar Village, Barangay” Talon 
Dos. “The caretaker's son, who was the only one left in the house, immedi- 
ately ran outside when the blaze started," Salazar sald, relating | Witnesses" 
accounts. Fire investigators have yet to determine the cause of the fire 
which later spread to the church, but said it might be. electricity-related. 
‘The blaze was put out at 11:45 a.m., but not before it burned down the 
church altar and some musical instruments. No one was hurt or killed in 


the incident. 
Jocelyn R. Uy 
2 hurt in Pasig accident 


TWO persons were injured when the debris from a concrete wall fell on 
them in Pasig City yesterday. Erlinda Florendo, 42, and construction worker 
Rolly Lubrette, 26, sustained wounds in their arms and knees. But another 
construction worker police identified as a certain Ricardo, was believed to 
still be under the rubble, as rescuers continued digging through the debris, 
as of press time, The slx-meter wall attached to at least two houses at 195 
Diaz Street in Barangay Pineda, leaned forward and almost collapsed at 
about 3:30 p.m. The excavation ran parallel to the ground where the con- 
crete wall, attached to the houses of Nicanor Afable and Florendo’s father- 
in-law Eduviges, was standing. The excavation, ongoing for more than two 
weeks, was one-meter deep and less than a meter wide, РОЗ Arman Valan- 
zuela also sald. Councilor Bobby Eusebio, who rushed to the area, sald the 
ld pipes were being replaced with new concrete pipes to improve the 
drainage system. 

Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


St. Theresa's College-Manila homecoming 
THE St. Theresa's College, Manila (STCM) homecoming will be held 
this Saturday, Feb. 18, at Pavilions A & B of the Wack-Wack Golf & 
Country Club In Mandaluyong City. Host class is Peart Jubliarian HS 
"76. The oldest class is Double Platinum HS ‘31, to which the composer 
of the school song, Aurea Carballo-Gonzalez, a.k.a. author Freda 
Jayme, belongs. For the first time, there won't be a silver Jubilarian 
"lass, as the last batch to graduate, HS '80, marked the milestone last 
year. To be announced during the homecoming program Is the opening 
in June of the Mother Redempta Pre-School, run by the STCM Founda- 
tlon. There will also be an update on the Mother Redempta Fund, the 
service arm of the alumnae association. The homecoming starts at 3 
p.m. For Inquiries, call 740-1810. 


include those detained in police 
stations or under the custody of 
the social welfare department. 

Most of them were charged 
with minor crimes such as petty 
theft, sniffing of glue or other sol- 
vents, vagrancy and violation of 
curfew hours. 

The JUNP expects the proposed 
law to keep children with petty of- 
fenses out of jail, providing them 
with “child rights-based treat- 
ment.” 

Maguindanao Rep. Simeon Da- 


annually. 


No more Fridays 
with Dr. Alfredo 


By Dj Yap 


‘THE PAST FRIDAYS HAVE BEEN QUIET AT 
the San Agustin Clinic in Quezon City. 

‘There are no crowds waiting in line to get 
free medical attention for their ailments. Gone 
too is the good doctor who used to spend the 
whole day treating the poor and needy. 

Dr. Alfredo San Agustin, who dedicated his 
Fridays for the past 40 years attending to the 
medical needs of the disadvantaged, passed 
away last Jan. 16 at the age of 74. 

San Agustin, who succumbed to liver cancer, 
was cited as Quezon City’s Most Outstanding 
Citizen in the field of medicine in 2004 for his 
commitment to serving the poor both as a doc- 
torand citizen. 

But while San Agustin may be gone, his mis- 
sion will continue. 

Gina San Agustin and Dr. Tess San Agustin- 
Rusch have decided to carry on their father’s 
catty Ф also called "Thank God, It's Fri- 
lay" 

"We will continue his legacy” said Tess. “We 
have to look forward to the future.” 

‘On Friday, the clinic will once again open its 
doors to the poor for a medical mission from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at 5-C Kamuning Road. 

Operations at the Friday clinic were suspend- 
ed early this year when San Agustin died. But 
his daughters have vowed to pay tribute to his 
kindness and generosity by continuing what he 
һай begun. 

“I was 4 years old when my Dad took me to a 
remote area in Quezon City, with a big box of 
medicine on his right shoulder and his other 
hand holding me,” Gina recalled. 

"Even when my Dad was all alone treating 
sick people, it was already a medical mission," 
she added. "We will take it from there.” 

San Agustin was laid to rest on Jan. 26. His 
family, friends and the people he had treated 
gave him a warm sendoff with prayers and a 
tribute. 

Fridays medical mission will be conducted in 
cooperation with Solvay, a pharmaceutical co 
pany that will provide needed medical equi 
ment, such as an electrocardiogram machine. 

Dr. Emie Capulong, a longtime family friend, 
and Dr. Mare Dy, a young physician, will also 
help provide medical care for the patients. 


Bagatsing; 89 


FORMER MANILA MAYOR RAMON D. 
Bagatsing died at 5:30 a.m. yesterday in his 
house at Alabang Hills, Muntinlupa. He was 89. 
Bagatsing is sur- 
vived by his wife, 
Juanita Hubria Sevil- 
la, and children Rica, 
former Congressmen 
Amado and Ramon Jr, 
Jesus, Manuel, Eduar- 

do and Valentino. 
Born on Aug. 19, 
1916, in Fabrica, 
Sagay, Negros Occi 
dental, Bagatsing led a colorful life as a Mani- 
1а policeman, soldier and politician. He start- 
ed his public career as a patrolman in the 
Manila Police Department from 1939 to 1941. 

When World War II broke out in 1941, he 
enlisted in the US Armed Forces in the Far East 
to fight Japanese invasion forces. From 1957 
to 1965, he served in Congress as the repre- 
sentative of Manila's third district. His term 
was interrupted when he joined the Cabinet 
as chief of the Presidential Agency on Reforms 
and Government Operations from 1967 to 
1969. He ran again for his old seat in 
Congress, and was elected for a third term in 
1969, 

Bagatsing also served as mayor of Manila 
from 1971 to 1986. He survived the bloody 
Plaza Miranda bombing incident in 1971. 

Bagatsing passed the bar in 1949 and ob- 
tained a Master of Laws degree from the Uni- 
versity of Sto. Tomas in 1970. The former 
mayor was also chairman of the Manila Red 
Cross chapter and member of its board of 
rectors, past national president of the Phili 
pine Jaycees, Lions Club distriet director and 
international director. 

He was the founder and benefactor of the 
Ramon D. Bagatsing Scholarship Foundation, 
Inc. which has given away more than 1,300 
grants to poor and deserving students. 


tumanong, the committee chair, 
asked the plenary to fast-track the 
approval of the measure since an 
average of 10,515 juvenile delin- 
quents are arrested and detained 


“Some 28 errant youths are 
placed under arrest everyday 
‘who, at their very young age, have 
already lost their innocence to the 
harsh realities of life,” he said. 

He added that House Bill No. 
5065 was a product of "painstak- 
ing efforts" to reach out to "youth- 


tims, too, of the cold and retribu- 


Besides being treated 


physical and psychologi 
Datumanong said the 
best interest of the child. 
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tion, the international 
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lene Tamayo and Bob de la Cruz, of a popular reality TV show, led a rally 
yesterday to call for the closure of the Payatas dump in Quezon City. 
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ful offenders who are hapless vic- 
tive criminal justice system. 


outcasts” at a very young age, the 
minors were exposed to greater 


including sexual abuse, he said. 
law took into consideration the 


mordial principle" consistent with 


оп relevant treaties, and human 

rights instruments which uphold , 
the fundamental rights of the 

child, 

One major feature of the pro- 
posed justice system is increasing ` 
the age bracket of those offenders 
exempted from criminal responsi- 
bility from 9 years old to 12 years 
old. However, offenders above 12 
years old but below 15 years old, 
and those aged 15 but below 18 
"shall be subjected to an appropri- 
ate intervention program." 
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Metro garbage fate still hangs 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


RODRIGUEZ (RIZAL) MAYOR PEDRO CUERPO 
is not only prepared to accept more garbage 
from the metropolis, he is also looking forward 
to seeing the Payatas dump in Quezon City for- 
maliy closed. 

He said the dump, which is supposed to 
close this week as provided for in the Republic 
Act 9003 or the Ecological Solid Waste Man- 
agement Act, is situated at the boundary of 
Quezon City and Rodriguez (formerly Mon- 
talban), has turned the entry point to his town 
into an eyesore. "Who would want to invest in 
our town when we have a dump at our entry 
point?" Cuerpo said. 

The Payatas dump and the controlled 
dump in Navotas, which have been accepting 
trash from a few areas in Metro Manila, are 
set to close tomorrow as mandated by law. 

But Cuerpo said there was no reason to 
worry because the 14-hectare Montalban Sol- 
id Waste Disposal Facility, a sanitary landfill 
not affected by the law, was ready for more 
trash. 

In open dumps, piles of garbage are just 
‘dumped in an area without being treated, un- 
like sanitary landfills where a filter prevents 
leachate from seeping into the water table, 
soil layers are dumped to cover every layer of 
trash and there are waste water treatment fa- 
cilities. 

Cuerpo said they were also planning to ex- 
pand the facility, should there be a need for it. 
He said at least 60 hectares of land were still 
available in the area to accommodate more 
trash. The facility serves at least 10 of the 17 
towns and cities in Metro Manila. 

But environmental groups, like Bangon Ka- 
likasan Movement, had long been against the 


facility, which is situated near a creek and ac- 
cepts mixed instead of segregated trash. 

“Mayor Cuerpo may be ready to accept 
more garbage but the environment and the. 
people of Rodriguez are greatly affected from? 
the destruction caused by the dump,” added 
Dr. Pastor Cruz of the Montalban Environ- 
mental Protection Council 

The town used to be the watershed for 
Metro Manila and adjoining provinces north 
and south. Today, its once lush and green 
slopes are now denuded, there is wanton 
quarrying plus the threat of tons of garbage 
being dumped іп the area, said Kalikasan’s 
Joey Papa. 

the deadline for the closure of 262 con- 
trolled dumps and 734 more open dumps fast 
approaching, some authorities are saying that 
only sanitary landfills will now be allowed un- 
der the law to accept waste, added Papa. 

“The real alternative, the environment 
friendly and sustainable solution, which is. 
ecological waste and resource management, 
is being disregarded,” he said, adding that 
these so-called “sanitary” landfills are just 
dumps with "token" provisions on safe- 
guards. 

Cruz said a former secretary of the Depart 
ment of Environment and Natural Resources 
reportedly granted the Rodriguez dump a, 
"midnight" environment clearance certificate 
as a “sanitary landfill" in 2004 after it started 
operating much earlier in 2002. 

But according to experts, including the US + 
Environmental Protection Agency, there is no 3 
such thing as a "sanitary" landfill, said Papa. 
“Protective” liners installed against landfill 
walls can easily be destroyed by ordinary” 
household items like vinegar or cleansing 
agents thrown into the landfill, he added. 


Gate issue resurfaces at BF Homes 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


RESIDENTS OF BF HOMES PARANAQUE ARE 
blaming the city government for the growing 
number of crime incidents inside the subdivi- 
sion. 

‘The United BF Homeowners Association 
Inc. (UBFHAI) had opposed the turnover of 
control of the subdivision's main gates to the 
city government last September, saying it 
would expose the roughly 10,000 homeowners 
to criminals who can now freely enter the area. 

"The crime rate has surged, especially car- 
napping and molestation cases, since the local 
government opened it (gates) up,” UBFHAI 
president Celso Reyes said in a phone inter- 
view. 

BF Homes Parafiaque, which extends to the 
cities of Las Piñas and Muntinlupa, is the 
biggest subdivision in the country. It also has 
46 schools, including the Southville Inema- 
tional School. 

For the past two months, the UBFHAL has al- 
ready recorded seven cases of car theft. The 
latest incident happened last Sunday, in which 
а 19-year-old boy, Richard Capili, a student of 
Southville, was shot dead by car thieves right 
inside the subdivision. 

Reyes said that on the same day, thieves also 


broke into three cars parked inside the subdi 
sion. 

A homeowner, who requested anonymity 
for security reasons, said that since the main 
gates were opened to the public, cases of aky- 
at-bahay and cellphone snatching have be- 
came rampant. 

“But this is the first time that somebody 
died," the homeowner said. 

"ft would have not happened if our security 
was intact. Before, we had about 70 security 
people, but they (local government) took them 
away" Reyes told the INQUIRER. 

He claimed that only six policemen had 
been derailed to the subdivision. 

However, Parafiaque City police chief Supt, 
Ronald Estilles said that Sunday's carjacking 
incident had no bearing on the opening of two 
of the subvidision’s main roads—El Grande 
and Aguirre Avenues—to the public. 

"The incident did not happen on those 
streets, The incident took place 200 meters 
away from the main gates," Esilles told the In- 
олар. 

He also refuted Reyes’ claim, saying there 
are about 35 policemen who keep watch over 
the subdivision. Security was augmented in the 
subdivision with the launching last December 
of 12 bike patrols, he added. 
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Giants seek equalizer 
versus wounded Bulls 


Bull never overhauled, 

James Yap, Jondan 
Salvador, Kerby Ray- 
mundo and Noy Casti- 
lo shone offensively, 
and the Giants held to- 
gether even after im- 
Port Marquin Chandler 
took to the showers 
with stil four minutes 
left because of fouls, 
"Wee now proven 

everybody that 
wee not a Marquin Chandler team,” said Pure- 
foods coach Ryan Gregorio. 

Incidentally, Chandler was fined another 
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By June Navarro 


IT'S RED BULLS TURN TO 


make the adjustments. 

"Some things are going to work for them after. 
several games," said Red Bull coach Yeng Guiao 
Friday after Purefoods had sliced the Bulls lead 
to2- inthe best-of seven San Mig Coffee PBA Fi- 
esta Conference title series with a 103-97 win. Purefoods, 98-84 

“еза good thing we're still in the lead because Game 3—Purefoods 
the next adjustment is ours to make.” d. Red Bull, 10347 

Й Guiao and his wounded Bulls try to extend о 
thatlead at 6:45 tonight atthe Araneta Coliseum, 
ready to deflate the Giants’ new-found confi- 
dence and a full-court press that caught them off 


their semifinal series against Barangay Ginebra 
that went the distance. 

“If we can get the next game, we can put up 
distance between us,” said Guiao, “Otherwise, it 
will tum out to be a long series. 

"Even so, 1 stil feel good about my team be- 
cause we can use the bench in a long series, We 
can useita lot more than they can." 


GAME TODAY 
(Araneta oleum) 
645 pm—Rad Bul 
Barako vs Purefoods 
Game 1—Red Bul d. 
Partoods, 107-102 
(m 
Game 2—Red Bul d. 


UT 


B. guard threenightsago. 


"They (Giants) tried to press us, but I don't 
think that’s the problem,” Guiao said. "We will 
find a solution to that press, but the main prob- 
emis the [players] energy los.” 

Enrico Villanueva, the leading contender for 
the Best Player of the Conference award, Larry 
Fonacier and James Penny, like the others in the 
Bulls offensive rotation, looked fagged out trying 
to make it 3-0 Sunday night, 

Giving the Bulls a dose of their own medicine, 


P9,200 by the Commissioner's Office for commit- 
ting a technical foul in Game 3 off Larry Fonacier. 
Chandlers sixth technical for the tournament. 
raised his total fines to P22,200. 

Point guard Paul Artadi, seldom used after 
coach Ryan Gregorio began starting Roger Yap 
regularly, was also a decisive factor for breaking 
Red Bull's smothering press. 

"Ts going to be rugged and physical but we're 
not going to back down," said Gregorio. "We just 
brought back the old formula that gave us several 


L5 


the Giants worked behind a surprisingly solid 
fullcourt press to grab the momentum early in 
the second quarter, then built on it a cushion Red 


wins at the start.” 
A victory for the Giants will prolong the series. 
And it could work in favor of the Bulls following 


RED Bul!'s Enrico Villanueva unleashes a jumper over Purefoods’ 
Marc Pingris in Game 3 of the PBA Finals. IDwNDCAMUS 
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Because it’s a Wagon. CHEVROLET 2 OPTRA WAGON 


Anything goes with the new Ohevrolet Optra Wagon. Enjoy the creature comforts and smooth ride of the Optra sedan plus the $ 
practicality of a station wagon. Revel in ita newly developed gray interiors and motallio instrument panel trim. And with 60:40 
split-folding rear backseat, tonneau cover and cargo organizer - why, you oan even take the kitohen sink with you. 
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Painters ready 
for showdown 
sans Tangkay 


GAME TOMORROW (San Andres бут) 
3 .m.—Rain or Shine vs Magnolia (Game 5 Finals) 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


CONTRARY TO PERCEPTION, RAIN OR SHINE 
‘coach Caloy Garcia believes the absence of 
Most Valuable Player Jojo Tangkay can turn the 
Painters' fortune around. 

"1 think its an advantage because now every- 


‘Cordero keeps top post 
НЕ PHILIPPINE STAR'S ABAC CORDERO RETAINED 
is post as president ofthe Philippine Oymplc Com- 
ittee-Philippine Sports Commission Media Group via 
‘acclamation during elections over the weekend at the 
yroup's headquarters at the Rizal Memorial Sports 
Vomplex RMSC). Cordero is now on his third term as 
resident пе Media Group, which is made up of 40 
members from various newspapers covering the RM- 
156 beat. Also retained via acclamation were Мае 
Ochoa of Pilipino Star Ngayon, vice president for inter- 
*nal affairs; Waylon Galvez of People's Journal, vice 
"president for external affairs; Nick Glongco of the 
Manila Bulletin, treasurer, and Marc Anthony Reyes of 
the Philippine Daily inquirer, auditor. Zeny Dadacay of 
‘the Business Mirror was elected secretary, while Мапі- 
а Bulletin's Eddie Alinea and Manila Times’ Frank 
"Calapre kept their respective posts as senior adviser 
ind membership committee chair. Named to the 
‘board were Musong Castillo of the InauiRer, Russel. 
-Cadayona of Pang Masa, Girlie Turno of Balita, Lito 
‘Oredo of Bandera and Mike Lee of Tumbok. 
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САЦ MUST GO! 


body will step up and quit relying on fim," said 
Garcia, whose Painters blew a 2-0 lead in the ttle 
series. 

Tanglay will be missing the winner-take-all 
Game 5 of the PBL Heroes Cup finals after the 
league suspended him for committing his second 
unsportsmanlike foul. 

Even ifthe Commissioner's Office tumed down 
Tangkays appeal yesterday, Garcia thinks the 
Painters have enough offensive options versus the 
Magnolia Wizards. 

‘The youthful mentor cited young gunners Er- 
win Sta. Maria, Paolo Orbeta and Yousif Ајала 
to fil in the void left by the league's top scorer. 

“Tve talked to them and they committed that 
they will step up hard on Thursday” noted Gar- 
а. 


"Tangkay himself believes that the Painters re- 
main capable of clinching their second straight 
crown and seventh overall ttle since joining the 
league in 1998. 

"angkay who bagged his first MVP plum last 
week, punched Magnolia star Arwind Santos on 
the nose in Game 4 last Sunday. 

1а Game 3, Tangkay was also slapped with an 
‘unsportsmanlike foul after hitting Santos on the 
face. 

The Painters seemed headed for a title sweep af- 
ter winning Game 1 (70-68 in overtime) and 
Game 2 (75-73) of the best-of five series. But the 
Wizards forged a do-or-die showdown by daiming 
Game 3 (80-70) and Game 4 (61-57 in overtime). 


Ortiguerra and Jay-R Reyes in Game 4 of the series. 


PAL Interclub gets backing 


DAVAO CITY—THIS YEAR'S PHILIPPINE AIR- 
lines Interclub, the country s oldest golf champi- 
onship that had its beginnings in 1948, has gar- 


nered big corporate support once again. 


H ‘Tournament chair Domingo Т. Duerme said 
that the 59th Men's Regular Interclub and the 19th 
Seniors Interclub have attracted 14 major spon- 
sors and nine other backers, attesting to the pres- 
tige and drawing power of the event widely ac- 
Jnowlediged as the national dubs championship. 

Action Asia, Airbus, Boeing, GE Aviation, GMA 
7, Honda Cars Davao, INQ7.net, Joey 92.3, Royal 
Caribbean International, Pagcor, People Asia, Pre- 
mier Wine & Spirits, Rudy Project and UMBN are 


the major sponsors. 


The corporaté sponsors are ABS-CBN Interna- 
tional, Fortune Tobacco and Radio Mindanao 
Network while 96.3 WRock, Asia Brewery, Cen- 
тшу Park Hotel, Honda Megamotors, SM City 
Davao and Tanduay Rhum are minor sponsors, 

The Seniors interclub, a side event for players 
55 years old and above, gets going from Feb. 17- 
19 at the Apo and Lanang golf courses while the 
Men's Regular event follows from Feb. 22-25 at 
‘Apo and Rancho Palos Verdes. 

This years competition has lured a cast of 71 
teams for the Men's Regular and 73 for the se- 
niors events. Of these, 54 clubs are from overseas, 
including the United States, Australia, Japan, 
Canada and Saudi Arabia. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15,2006 


San Beda, 

St. Benilde. 
‘booters ^* 
dispute title 


DEFENDING CHAMPION SAN BEDA GUNS 
for its fourth straight title today when it meets ri- 
val College of St. Benilde in the men's football fi- 
nals of the 81st National Collegiate Athletic Asso- 
caition at the ASCom Football Field in Fort Boni- 
facio, Taguig City 

The Red Lions finished with the best 2-0-1 
(winloss-draw) record at the end of the first 
round for seven points, while the Blazers swept 
the second round with a 3-0-0 card worth nine 
points to arrange the title showdown. 

Gametimeis 10:30 алп. 

The Taft based St. Benilde squad is gunning 
for its first football crown since joining the coun- 
trys oldest collegiate league in 1998. 

“The Red Lions and the Blazers split their elimi- 
nation round meeting, with the former drawing 
first blood with a 2-1 win on Jan. 30, The Blazers 
took the second, 1-0, courtesy of striker Mark Ed 
Lusungs goal in extra time on Feb. 8. 

The Mapua Cardinals and the Philippine 
Christian U Dolphins finished third and fourth, 
respectively, 

In the juniors division, La Salle Green Hills 
tries to move closer to sweeping the elimination 
phase and a fourth straight title as it meets Philip- 
pine Christian U at 8:30 a.m. La Salle will face the 
SBC Red Cubs for its final elimination game on 
Sunday. 


Moto Masters draws 
bets from 12 nations 


RIDERS FROM THE PHILIPPINES AND 11 OTH- 
ег countries see action in the 2006 Motocross 
Masters of Asia set March 16-19 at the Puerto 
Princesa City motocross racetrack. 

China, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lan- 
Ха, India, Japan, Guam, Saipan, Australia, New 
Zealand and the Philippines will be represented 
in the event. 

The event will be held in Puerto Princesa for 
the third straight year and it is expected to top at- 
tendance of the past two editions where more 
than 70,000 showed up to watch. H 

Defending champion Glenn Aguilar banners 
the crack Filipino team, which will have the bene- 
fit of tune-up races starting with the Namssa 
Camel International Supercross championships 
in Bacolod this weekend, 

Round 2 will be held in Iloilo from March 2-5. 

The event is being organized by the Namssa 
and supported by the City of Puerto Princesa, the 
Philippine Sports Commission, motorcycephllip- 
pines.com and Inside Racing magazine. 
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Move now to see 
the Hong Kong Sevens. 


EEEE С se move i to book a Cathay тийе F's See Hong Kong 


Sevens 2006 Package. Then join us at the Hong Kong Stadium from 
31 March - 2 April 2006 to celebrate 30 years of the Hong Kong Sevens: Getting tickers to this 
wildly popular event is always a challenge, so move now! Contact the Cathay Pacific Airways 


office int Manila at 02-7570888, in Cebu at 032-2313747 or visit www.cathaypacific.com/ph 


Now you're really lying. 


Kill CATHAY PACIFIC 


Airline of the Year 2008 


(ADVICE FROM AGIMAT: Countless other 
voices will be whispering in Manny Pacquiao's 
ears how to next deal with Erik Morales. It 
‘would, however, be wise to heed these words 
ofa grizzled boxing aficionado: "Huwag, don't 
fall into the trap,” says former senator Ramon 
Revilla, who also swears Pacquiao would be at 
а great disadvantage if he agrees to square off 
with Morales at 132 Ib, the new limit being 
dangled by promoters headed by Bob Arum of 
"Top Rank. In the first place, Revilla explains, 
the new weight was not stipulated in the re- 
match clause. Revilla says Morales is just des- 
perate to avenge, at all costs, the shameful 
beating he had suffered against Pacquiao.) 
HERES A BIG POSTVALENTINES THANKS 
to the Amateur Boxing Association of the 
Philippines (Abap) for acknowledging the of- 
fer by the League of Provinces of the Philip- 
pines to lend them the noted Cuban boxing 
coach under their hire. 

Your reporter here had been tasked by 

Gov. Manny Piñol of North Cotabato to in- 
form the Abap about the availability of Sefior 
Honorato Espinosa, who won for his country 
its first Olympic gold in the 1972 Munich 
Olympics, to help prepare the RP national 
boxing team for the Doha Asian Games this 
year. 
Piñol offered assistance after Raul Feman- 
dez Liranza, the Cuban coach the Abap had 
been trying to rehire, failed anew to materi- 
alize at the airport. 

‘Thank you, the Abap told Piñol, but 
they have other Cuban coaches in mind. 

In a talk with our colleague Ed Picson, 
the no-nonsense sportscaster, Abap presi- 
dent Manny Lopez was quoted as saying. 
he would rather stick it out with his Fil- 
ipino staff than try his luck with Espinosa. 

The outright refusal was based on what 
the Abap chief described as Espinosa's 
Tack of qualities (to coach the RP team), as 
quoted by Picson in his column for the 
Manila Bulletin yesterday. 

Said the Abap in a statement: "While. 
we appreciate the comments and recom- 
mendations of people regarding who to 
hire as coach of the RP team, technically, 
the person that they are recommending 
does not fit our standards at present.” 

‘That statement, by the way, should also 
goad the Abap to new heights. 

‘Atleast, they now appear certain on what 
should be done to regain winning form and 
to resume the hunt for the first Olympic box- 


Cuban maestro rejected 


Bare EYE 


Recah Trinidad 


ing gold for the country. 

‘A joyful hump, indeed, because, after an- 
other debacle in the last Athens Olympics, 
the same Abap group cried and claimed they 
did not know how and why they had failed. 

Well, if they did not know the reason be- 
hind the perennial failure, how in the world 
would they be able to finally win? 

That said, it goes without saying that 
Abaps newfound formula includes shun- 
ning, skipping and disregarding the likes of 
Honorato Espinosa who, by the way, had also 
landed a total of 27 gold medals from inter- 
national tournaments for Cuba. 

Now, this is not an effort to flog a dead 
horse, as the cliché goes. 

But we find it our duty to assure that 
Sefior Espinosa, old as he may be, also 
happens to be a main cog who works as 
deputy to the great Dr. Alcides Sagara, 
revered as the architect of Cuba's magnifi- 
cent national boxing program. 

Espinosa, if we are to believe what we 
saw in Havana last year, was the keeper of 
the key one reason he was personally гес- 
ommended to help in the Philippines by 
Cuban Ambassador Jorge Rey Jimenez. 

Espinosa, we were told, will start mov- 
ing around the country starting next 
month to spread the gospel of sound 
Olympic boxing, under the auspices of the 
League of Governors. 

Now, the best we can do is again wish 
Manny Lopez and his staff the best of luck in 
their forthcoming quest for glory. 

Of course, we have to take exception to 
what Lopez had mentioned that "Espinosa. 
had failed to produce, in four years as coach 
of rhe Cambodian boxing program, a single 
gold medal, not even in the SEA Games." 

We won't call that basis behind the rejec- 
tion by the Abap of Espinosa hysterical. 

But, hey, Cambodia winning a boxing gold 
could be equal to having Garci or anyone in 
the Comelec hierarchy receive a Papal award 
for honesty. 

At least, it cannot be said that the Cuban 
maestro did not dare try the impossible, 
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New group can call 
itself BAP—Peping 


But POC puts its foot down on old set of officers 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


PHILIPPINE OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
president Jose “Peping” Cojuangco 
yesterday said he is open to the 
idea of the new cage body calling it- 
self the Basketball Association of 
the Philippines, the old group 
stricken off the the Olympic body's 
roster last year. 

But he said the new basketball associ- 
ation shouldn't go beyond the use of the 
old BAPs name. 

Cojuangco also said that only Joey 
Lina, president of the expelled BAR and 
mone other from the group's previous set 
of officers should be included in the 
"new ВАР” which the country’s major 
basketball stakeholders are tying to 
form. 

"How do you get rid of those respon- 
sible for the failure of basketball [in the 
county]; Cojuangco said during yester- 
day's PSA Forum at the Pantalan restau- 
rantin Manila. 

“Tt must be emptied [of the old set of 
officers]. Because if we put the same 
members [in the new BAP], then it is just 
the same as the old one. The problem 
will still be there.” 

Under a memorandum of under- 
standing signed by the POC and the in- 
temational basketball federation (Fiba) 
last year, Lina and the Philippine Basket- 
ball Association, Philippine Basketball 
League, the UAAP and the NCAA are 
called upon to form the new local caging 
group that wil replace the old ВАР 


COJUANGCO: No to old BAP hands 


organization, which will then bat for 
reaffiliation with the Fiba. 

"The Fiba wil lift the country’s suspen- 
sion from all international tournaments 
once it officially readmiis the new cage 
body. 

Basketball competitions in the 23rd 
Southeast Asian Games last year were 
shelved because the Fiba wouldnt lift 
the suspension. The sanction also imper- 
ils the Philippines participation in the 
Doha Asian Games in December. 

Meanwhile, the POC is looking at a 
“minimum of 50 and a maximum of 100 


LINA: Amenable to POC head 


announced. 

He said the chosen athletes will be 
sent overseas for raining, 

“About a hundred athletes, if trained 
for six months abroad, under good tute- 
lage and proper handling, will produce 
winners in the Asian Games," said Co- 
juangco during the session sponsored by 
Pagcor and Manila Mayor Lito Atienza. 

Cojuangco said the Doha-bound ath- 
егез who bagged gold medals in the re- 
cent Southeast Asian Games have the in- 
side track on ће Asiad slots. 

“That will be the easiest way, unless 


RP’s Sanchez shares lea 
in tough Cannes chess tilt 


FILIPINO INTERNA- 

tional Master Joseph 

Sanchez defüy han- 

dled the black pieces to 

down Hong Kong whiz 

kid Woman Grand- 

master Anya Korke in 

the second round 

Monday and share the 

lad in the 20h 

Cannes Chess Festival SANCHEZ 
at the Palais Festival Hall in Cannes, France. 

The win gave the Cebuano, long-time trainer 
of top-ranked Filipino GM Mark Paragua, a per- 
fect 2.0 points, the same output of top seed Super 
GM Igor Miladinovic of Serbia and Montenegro 
and 17 othersin the 125-man field. 

"The Paris-based Sanchez, who dobbered local 
star Peter Vas in the opening round, will meet En- 
glish GM Daniel King with the white pieces in the 
third round. 


LE wu 


“Two other Filipinos, IM Jayson Gonzales and 
GM Nelson Mariano П, are also in strong con- 
tention with 1.5 points each. 

Gonzales, aiming for his third and final GM re- 
sult in the Fide 9-round Swiss system toura- 
ment, settled for a draw with Flavio Perez of 
France while Mariano subdued Achim Gunter 
Hoffmann of Germany. 

n the third round, Gonzales tackles David 
Lemeaux while Mariano faces Christian Lecuyer, 

‘Other 2.0 pointers were GM Sergey Fedorchuk 
(2590, Ukraine), GM Daniel King (2526, Eng- 
land), GM Mikheil Kekelidze (2516, Georgia), 
GM Miroljub Lazic (2466, Serbia and Montene- 
gro), GM Spyridon Skembris (2451, Greece), GM 
Mikhail Ivanov (2447, Russia), WGM Maria 
Leconte, IM Sebastien Maze, IM Ante Brkic, IM 
Viadimit Okhotnik, IM Fabien Libiszewski, IM 
Saric Ante, IM Adam Hunt, IM Timur Asanov IM 
Benjamin Bujisho, Anton Aaberg and Jean 
Christophe Olivie. ММ Marlon Bernardino 
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coffienup with the structure of the new 


athletes" to carry the fight for the éoun- 
try in the Asiad in Qatar, Cojuangco also 


Wang’s cagers plaster 
Altas for Inter-Club title 


the NSAs have some fresh talents com- 


MULTITITLED WANG'S BALLCLUB 
‘opened up hot and then shut down. 
Perpetual Help in the fourth period 
to prevail, 77-55, and top the 2006 
National Intey-Club basketball tour- 
nament at the Rizal Coliseum. 

University of Manila mainstay 
Ryan Regalado and Eldrick Ferrer 
scored 14 points each to lead 
Wangs, which closed out the tour- 
nament with a 4-1 card. 

San Sebastian placed third, while 
Spring Cooking Ой settled for fourth 


Wang's opened up a 25-10 lead 
before holding the Altas to just six 
points in the fourth quarter. 

‘The Altas were still in the hunt at 


the start of the fourth and trailed by 
just 10 at 59-49. But a 12-3 Wang's 
run buried them, 71-52, with only 
four minutes left. 

Jerwin Gaco of Wang's held for- 
mer pro Chris Cantonjos to only 
eight points. 

ВАР auditor Tony Fabico award- 
ed the trophy to the winners, assist- 


AAT PANGMATAGALAN 


PACMAN'S SECRET 


spot in the five4eam, week-long 
tournament. 


ed by commissioner lgmidio Ca- 
handing Jt 


SPORTSWATCH 
ACCA chess listing under way 


REGISTRATION s in full swing for the February edition of the ACCA Chess Fest 
slated Feb. 25 and 26 at the 4th floor of Pearl Plaza Май in Parafiaque City. The 
fourth Saturday tournament reels off at 1 p.m. and is a mixed event among female 
players and executive players with 2000-below ratings. Meanwhile the fourth 
‘Sunday tournament aso stats 1 a.m. The event's Non-Master Division is open to 
non-titied players with a rapid rating of 2050 or below while the Kiddies Division is 
{or students under 14 years old. The January edition was topped by San Beda's 
Jan Emmanuel Garcia in the under-14 division and Jerry Areque of Bacolod City in 
the Non Master class. Richie Evangelista of Bolinao, Pangasinan, topped the 
‘mixed ladies and executive division, wile WIM Cristine Rose Mariano and 
Mustapha Poingan took the ladies and executive crowns, respectively. 


Pacquiao favored in GCAP's San juan tilt 
PACMAN Sagupaan, the combined entry of boxing hero Manny Pacquiao and der- 
by standout Patrick Antonio looms as the heavy favorite in todays GCAP 5-Cock 
Derby at the Son Juan Coliseum. The 70sight program is sponsored by Sagupaan 
Complexor 3000. Before fying in to Los Angeles, California, tonight, Pacquiao wit 
feid his Сайотіа gomefows, trained and conditioned in his own gametam in 
General Santos Cty. Pacman Sagupaan is running second in the GCAP Cocker of 
the Year race. The frontrunners are JT Emerald of Jun Topacio, Papa Sta. Cruz of 
Benje Lim and Pol Estrelado, and Sagupaan Complexor 3000 of Antonio. For in- 
quiis, call the SIC office at 725-5369. 


58 fights on tap in Makati derby today 
FIFTY-IGHT fights have been scheduled inthe WTJ 3-cock derby which gets go- 
ing today at the Makati Coliseum. A guaranteed prize ot P200,000 is at stake in the 
derby sponsored by B-Meg Derby Ace. Entrance fee Б P200. Hosts Lito Orilaza, 
Rudy Salud and Wiliam Co of WT. Group said top Metro Mania derby regulars 
are seeing action. Last Monday, 65 fights were staged in a special 3-cock event 


Won jointy by ihe entries Tony Lasaia, Cale Ре, Anthony Junior and PS Арт! 19 MABUHAY KA PACMAN! : 


‘Tarlac, Meanwhile, the "Summer Salpukan” 6-cock derby kicks off on April 26 at “ 


кез жок е = MABUHAY ANG PINOY! 
MATIBAY ANG PINOY! 


Las Piñas 3-cocker set Feb. 23 and 25 


АЗ-СОСК derby with an entry fee of only P1,100, dubbed "Pamigay Premyo” siz- 
‘es on Feb. 23 and 25 at the Las Piñas Coliseum. Coliseum manager Alex Tobias 

Malayo ang mararating 

kahit di mo Tubigan! 


NAGULAT ANG LAHAT SA 
LAKAS AT TIBAY NG MGA 
SUNTOK NI PACMAN NG 
PATUMBAHIN NYA 
51 MORALES... 


MAY NAKAKABIT NA 
BATERYANG MOTOLITE 
SA PWET Ni PACMAN!!! 


‘ald the guaranteed prize is P110,000. A participant must hurdie the 1-cock elimi- 
nation round on Feb, 23 to qualify forthe 2-cock finals. Meanwhile, the Matador 4- 
Cock Derby of former mayor Nene Aguilar and Pasay lawyer Ching Morales Kicks 

ой on Saturday with more than 40 confirmed entries as of yesterday. For inquiries, 
call 873-1040 or 874-3910. 


Race 1—(01070)-—Мапааау Bay (5). 
Рави (4), Ocean Dignity (1), Master. 
Professor (6) 

Race 2—(Penta/Tr)—Even Now (2). 
‘Spanish Drums (8), Carbon Copy (4) 
Kate Alex (3), Tiramisu (8) 

Race 3—(Tni}—Eye Candy (8), Smile Of 
The Wind (2), Ser (1) 

Race 4——(Ponta/Til val Hazm (3), Un- 
сід Boss (7), Makati Haven (8), 
Sweet Peanut (10), Bomrs Bom’ (5) 

Race 5—(Qn/Tr]— Dashing/Once And For 
AIL (A), Dazzling Affair (2), Cool Opor- 
ator (б), Shutter (1) 

Raco б—{РепаЛ}—8Шу (10), 
‘Sovereign Dancer (2), Astimegoesby 


Tigiian ang Maling 
ipid 


Kaagapay sa Paglakbay 
PANGMOTORSIKLO! 
BY TOP CHOICE à : $ 


(3). God Is Good (5). Bold Lucky (6) 

Race 7--(OrV/Tr)-—Amazing Firenze (2), 
‘Golden Harry (5), Quant Je Puls (4), 
Armand Fire (6) 

Race 8—{Super &/Or/Ii)—Richie Rich 
(8). Sandok (5), Bomb Shell (2), Sir 
lion (4). Express Strike (8), Gentle- 
man's Lady (3) 


CARS, VANS & SUVs — | Trucks, Buses, Jeepnevs & AUVS 


T 


d т 
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рой scores 44 ' 3 Jaidee eyes 
s ; hat trick in 
as Cavs rip Spurs 


NEW YORK—LEBRON JAMES 
scored 44 points to help the 
Cleveland Cavaliers end the San 
Antonio Spurs’ nine-game win- 
ning streak with a 101-87 win 
over the defending NBA cham- 
pions at the Quicken Loans Are- 


naon Monday. 

James shot 19-fr-33 from the floor and added 
five assists and four steals for the Cavaliers (30- 
21), who won for the first time in three games. 

Cleveland have struggled against the NBAS 
better teams this season, but turned in a solid 
effort against the Spurs, who had also won 
nine straight road games before this defeat. 

‘As usual, James was the catalyst for the Cava- 
liers, posting his sixth 40-point game of the season. 

“LeBron is one of the best players in this 
league when he is on his game,” Cleveland 
coach Mike Brown told reporters. 

"He willed himself to the rim and he willed 
this win for us.” 

James also spent a lot of time covering 
‘Tony Parker and as a result, the Spurs star 
point guard had a tough night, scoring just 
four points and committing seven turnovers. 

"|t was a bad combination for LeBron to be 
great and us giving up all those turnovers and 


offensive rebounds,” San Antonio coach 
Gregg Popovich added. 

"The Cavaliers led 45-44 at the half, but took 
‘control in the third quarter and eventually built a 
17-point lead at one stage in the fourth. 

James scored 18 of his points in the third 
quarter and had 36 points by the time the 
fourth quarter started. 

Zydrunas Ilgauskas had 17 points and 11 re- 
bounds for the Cavaliers, while Drew Gooden 
chipped in with 10 points and 10 rebounds. 

San Antonio shot 51 percent from the field to 
49 percent for the Cavs, but the Spurs committed 
18 turnovers to just five for Cleveland. The Spurs 
were also just 14 for-24 from the line. 

Tim Duncan led San Antonio with 19 points 
and 10 rebounds, but he scored just three points 
in the final quarterManu Ginobili and Beno 
Udrih both added 12 points for the Spurs. 

"The Spurs (40-11) dropped into a first place tie 
with Dallas in the Southwest Division as the Maver- 
icks routed the New York Knicks 100-72 at home. 

Dirk Nowitzki scored 21 points and Josh Howard. 
added 14 points for the Mavericks. Reuters 

COMPLETE RESULTS: Семага 101, San Antonio 87 
Portland 91, Carte 88: Toronto 98, Minnesota 94; NO/ Ok- 
lahara Cily 97, Washington 98: Dalas 100, NY Kicks 72. 

SOLAR Sports ий air at 11:30 am. today the Houston 


рас tussle. k wil be replayed at 530 pm. Sportsphs wii LAKERS? Smush Parker hangs on the rim after scoring оп a reverse dunk 
feature the New Jersey- Derok if at Tam, foloved by he Or- ав Jazz's Carlos Boozer бей) and Mehmet Okur look on in their NBA game 


lando- Miami encounter at 9:20 pm. 


Feb. 13. Parker was called fora technical foul for hangingon therim. ж 


Russians grab 12th straight 
pairs gold; US bets prevail 


KL tourney 


LONDON—THAILAND'S THONGCHAI JAIDEE 
will join a select band of players if he wins the 
Malaysian Open for the third year in a row at the 
Kuala Lumpur Golf and Country Club on Sunday. 

Only an Woosnam (Monte Carlo Open, 1990- 
92), Nick Faldo (Irish Open, 1991-93), Colin 
‘Montgomerie (PGA Championship, 1998-2000), 
Tiger Woods (WGC-NEC Invitational, 1999- 
2001) and Emie Els (Heineken Classic, 2002-04) 
have previously achieved a title hat-trick. 

‘The 36-year-old Thongchai, a late beginner in 
the port, became the first Asian to retain a Euro- 
pean Tour crown when he won at the Saujana 
Golf and Country Club 12 months ago. 

“T have a lot of good friends in the city." he 
told the European Tours official website. “I 
am always looked after very well and it feels 
like my second home. 

“I have enjoyed some success there in the 
last two years and I will try to win for a third 
time. Itwould be very nice.” 

Thongchai prepared for his treble attempt by 
visiting the tournament venue at the end of 2005. 

“Before the New Year I went to the Kuala 
Lumpur Golf and Country Club for some prac- 
tice rounds," he said. "The course was very 
soft then but the rough was also up so I think 
itwill be a demanding week. 

*1 generally like the golf courses in Malaysia. 
The greens are receptive and that makes it easier 
for us to control our approach shots. 

"The greens are tricky in places because of 
the undulations and the layout is such that 
you need to think your way round that golf 
course. Itwill be a good test.” 

Padraig Harrington of Ireland and Spain's 
Miguel Angel Jimenez lead a European bid to 
deny Thongchai his place in the history books. 

Harrington will make his first appearance 
of the year in Thursday's opening round. 

тһе Dubliner has had а run of near misses in 


‘TURIN, ITALY—WITH GOLD-MEDAL luge sliders off the Olympic slopes -Сезайа San Sicaria's l5-klomerer the tournament, having been runner.up swice 
WINning grace, figure skaters Tatiana to local hospitals. biathlon course to finish in 49 min- and in the top 10 on two other occasions. 
Totmianina and Maxim Marinen de- Winning the first figure skating gold utes, 24.1 seconds. Teammate Olga Harrington was joint eighth last year, fad- 
livered Russia its 12th straight Olym- of the Turin Games, Russia's “Tot and ` Pyleva took silver. ing from contention with a closing 74 that left 
pic pairs title. Max” performed their best programsev- “In sunny Bardonecchia, ће day be- him 11 shots behind Thongchai. 

‘Around them, there were spectacular ег to continue a winning sequence Ьу longedg the American snowboard- __ Among the leading challengers is Lian Wei 
crashes everywhere Monday at the Turin Russia or the Soviet Union that extends ers. Following. thé men's example Zhang, 40, who has five Asian Tour wins to 
‘Winter Games. back to the 1964 Olympics. from the day before, Hannah Teter his credit. In 2004, he became the first Chi- 

Helicopters and ambulances fer- Earlier, Russias Svetlana Ish- won gold and Gretchen Bleler won пезе player to compete in the US Masters at 
ried injured skiers, boarders and mouratova nailed 19 of 20 targets on silver in the halfpipe. Augusta. Reuters 


Agassi skips San Jose tilt with strained back 


FRENCH skater Yannick Bonheur throws 
partner Marylin Pla during their performance in 


SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA—ANDRE Agassi workout on Sunday, tournament officials. 


"withdrew from this weeks SAP Open be- 
cause of a strained lower back, the latest in- 
jury setback for the star player. 

‘Agassi, who was seeded second in the 
ATP event which began on Monday, told 
tournament director Bill Rapp on Sunday 
that he couldn't play. 

Agassi experienced severe pain in his 


said ina news release. 

‘Agassi, 35, has played only four match- 
ез since reaching the US Open final last: 
September. He sprained his left anki 
playing racquetball on Oct. 12. 

‘Agassi aggravated the injury during the 
season-ending Masters Cup in Shanghai, 
‘where he was upset by Nikolay Davy- 


He pulled out of last month's Australian 
. Open because of the injury and then lost to 
Guillermo Garcia-Lopez in the quarterfinals 
‘of the Delray Beach Championships this 
-month in his first tournament of the year. 

Каз! is currently ranked eighth in the 
‘world. His only tournament win last sea- 
son came in Los Angeles, and he lost to 
‘world No. 1 Roger Federer in the US Open 


the Pairs Free Skating program, in, lower back and down his legs during а denkoin the first round. final in September. ‘AP 


Find out who 
will be the next... 


For more TV schedule 

4. Visit www.CllekTheCity.com or 
‘wap.cllckthecity.com. 

2. Key in CTC TV and send to 2333 for 
Globe and to 225 for Smart. PhP2.50 
per SMS sent. 
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Filipino-Mexican 
ring war looms . 


> HE WANTED МЕ 
to call again after 
his meeting with 
Alaxan executives, 
but I didnt dare 
take the chance. 

Thad been trying 
to touch base with 
the man for the last 
48 hous and 1 
didn’t want to wait 
another 48. Or 
more, lest he slip 
away again. Man-ofthe-hour Manny Pac- 
quiao hardly answers his cellphone now, 
and it is probably easier to get through to 
the President of the Philippines than to the 
country’s “most wanted" person these days. 

‘Just two questions,” I bargained. He 
obliged. 

“How do you feel about doing the blow- 
by-blow account for television of the Brian 
Viloria-Jose Antonio Aguirre fight in Las Ve- 
gason Feb. 18 (Feb. 19 in Manila)?” 

Ina television interview where he was 
asked the same question, I heard Manny 
say that he's excited about the prospect 
because its the first time he's doing 
something like this. 

But Pacman had a different answer for 
me. “Рага sa akin, isang malaking 
karangalan na mapili ako ni Brian,” he 
said, disclosing that he and the FiAm 
boxer had developed a close friendship 
over the past months. 

“Close kami kasi ang trainer namin, 
iiso—si Freddie Roach. Ang gym na 
pinagpapraktisan namin, iisa rin—yung 
‘Wild Card Gym sa Los Angeles. Yung mga 
kaibigan туа, kaibigan ko. Halos araw- 
araw nagkakasama kami pag nasa Los 
‘Angeles ako,” Manny said. 

Spontaneously, I blurted out a follow. 
up question: “Do you have any plans of 
staging a fight here in the Philippines 
with Brian in the undercard?" 

Tt was not the second question I in- 
tended to ask, but I couldn't take it back 
because Manny was quick to the draw. 

“In the works na yan. Hindi lang si Bri 
an ang kasama, marami pang iba like 
Boom Boom Bautista, Jimrex Jaca. 
Parang dual meet ang mangyayari: Fil 
ipino boxers versus Mexican boxers, Para 
mabigyan naman ng break ang mga box- 
ersnatin,” Manny said. 

Realizing that 1 had used up my two- 
query quota, I appealed. “Puwede bang tu- 
mawad, isa pang question? Sa tingin mo, 
saan dapat mag improve зї Brian?” I asked. 

Manny was quiet for a while. 

“Improve, improve, improve... ," he was 
thinking out loud, “More jabs and more hip 
movement.” 

Thad actually prepared six questions. I 
thanked Manny who graciously granted the 
interview, even if he was in the midst of an 
important meeting, and advised him to до 
easy on the blow-by-blow. 

“Huwag mong masyadong galingan, dahil 
baka mawalan ng trabaho si Quinito (Hen- 
son) atsi Chino (Trinidad),” I said. 

By way of a postValentine treat, the 
PBA is adding a dash of drama and ro- 
mance to today's Game 4 of the San Mig 
Fiesta Cup best-of seven title series. 

Idon't know how АВС-5 intends to do 
the side feature—whether it will be done 
оп court or right where the lady seats. АЙ 
T know is that young and dashing Pure- 
foods hero James Yap will do something 
similar to what Vince Hizon did to then 
Patricia Bermudez, who is now his wife. 

No, James will not ask for Kris 
Aquino's hand in marriage, like Vince did 
to Patricia. But he will profess his love for 
her publicly by presenting her with roses. 
It could be just a single red rose or 
dozens, to put the message across loudly. 

Twas not told if there would be a kiss- 
ing scene. Kris celebrated her birthday on 
Valentine's Day yesterday, while James is 
observing his today. 

es hard to believe that Dave Batista, the 
WWE wrestling superstar with a humon- 
Zous physique, is Filipino. But they say he is, 
although [stil have to confirm thi. 

They say his real surname is Bautista but 
that his promoters have changed this to 
"Batista" to make it sound more exotic. 

"Will he be here in Manila for the WWE 
Raw Live? 1 asked Solar Entertainment 
СОО Peter Chanliong, who, to answer my 
query had to give me a short lecture on pro- 
fessional wrestling 

The wrestlers seeing action in Manila this 
February belong to the Raw group, while 
Batista is part of Smackdown, Peter said. 

Due to the projected success of the Feb. 
24-25 event, Peter said there are plans to 
bring Batista's group here in October. 


IN HUDDLE 


Beth Celis 


While still on the topic of wrestling, 1 
got another interesting update on Coke 
cager Rudy Hatfield from San Miguel ex- 
ес Robert Non, who said that Rudy may 
decide to return to the PBA after all. 

Confirming that the Fil-Am cager had 
indeed taken a fireman's course in De- 
troit to complete his college curriculum, 
Robert said Rudy had also tried to go into 
professional wrestling. 

| suppose the cager didn't have enough 
bulk and hulk required in wrestling, be- 
cause he failed to make the grade. 


Дж 
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Pacman sees Viloria 
Winning by stoppage 


BRIAN Viloria celebrates his victory over Eric 
Ortiz of Mexico in Los Angeles last year. 
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BRIAN VILORIA HAS THE TOOLS TO 
stop Mexican Jose Antonio Aguirre 
in his first defense of the World Box- 
ing Council (WBC) light flyweight 
crown on Saturday (Sunday in 
Manila) at the Aladdin Casino in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, according to Manny 
Pacquiao. 

“Brian is stronger and faster” 
world super featherweight icon Pac- 
quiao said in Filipino. “All he has todo 
is find the right time and opportunity 
to land his knockout punch." 

Pacquiao has great respect for the 
speed and punching power of Viloria. 
He has seen him fight and they train to- 
gether in trainer Freddie Roach's Wild 
Cord Gym in Los Angeles, California, 


Watch 


"Tm sure Aguirre will be defensive- 
minded because he is aware of his 
(Viloria's) power,” Pacquiao said. 

Viloria, 25, captured the title with 
a sensational first-round knockout of 
champion, Eric Ortiz, another Mexi- 
can, last Sept. 10 at the Staples Cen- 
ter in Los Angeles. That was the same 
night Pacquiao destroyed Hector Ve- 
lasquez in six rounds, 

Viloria, son of an Посапо couple 
from Narvacan, Ilocos Sur, is unde- 
feated in 18 fights, 12 by knockout. 

Pacquiao, who will be on deck 
along with veteran boxing commen- 
tator Quinito Henson to annotate 
Viloria's first title-defense, also gave 
the 108-Ib king some pointers so he 


the 


HOSTED BY 
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Hans Montenegro 


Juliana Palermo 


Sex Bomb Dancers 


V 


can land his killer punch. 

“He (Viloria) should throw more 
jabs and move his hips more often,” 
Pacquiao said. 

The jabs, he said, will build Vilo- 
ria’s rhythm and timing while the hip 
movement will help him catch his op- 
ponent off-guard. 

“Ies like the crossover in basket- 
ball,” said Pacquiao, referring to the 
hip movement. "Your foe will not 
know where your punch will come." 

But he advised Viloria not to lower 
his guard. Aguirre isa former champi- 
on, having ruled the WBC mini- 
mumweight division for nearly four 
years. The fighter called "El Jaguar" 
totes a 33-4-1 record with 20 KOs. 


Dance Focus 


FiNALS GAME 4 


Pureroops vs. Reo Butt 


Government Warning: 


| Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 
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BLANCHE Racing's Leo Joel Cordero zooms ahead of teammate 
Dave Jota in the finals faceoff at the Batangas Racing Circuit. 


Cordero bags nat'l 
drag racing crown 


ROSARIO, BATANGAS—LEO JOEL 
Cordero of Blanche Racing bagged 
drag racings Driver of the Year 
award following his impressive vic- 
tory in the final round of the 2005 
Red Horse-PCSO National Drag 
Racing Championship Series recent- 
ly at the Batangas Racing Circuit 

Cordero tumed back teammate 
Dave Jota in the finals, clocking 
13.349 seconds to capture the Pro 
class plum and finish with 45 points, 
the same output of Quick 8 champi- 
оп Walter Pazon of Blanche Racing 
and Sportsman Class winner Bobby 
Cunanan of Just Racing. 

But BRC drag racing director Fil 
 Gulfin picked Cordero to receive the 
Drag Racer of the Year for having 
the most number of wins and a 
faster time. 

“The first basis of the tiebreak 
was the number of wins, which 
booted out Pazon from contention,” 
Gulfin explained. “The second was 
the time, and Cordero had posted 
the faster time over Cunanan.” 

Cordero will receive the top 
purse of P50,000 and the champi- 
onship тору during the 2005 
Golden Wheel Award set Feb. 28 at 


the Casino-Flipino Parafiaque. 

Pazon and Cunanan ended up 
with P15,000 each as champions in. 
their respective divisions in the 
event held in cooperation with the 
‘Automobile Association of the 
Philippines (AAP) and sponsored by 
Red Home, Philippine Charity 
‘Sweepstakes Office (PCSO), Petron, 
Sparco and supported by Pilipinas 
Shell Petroleum Corp, Denso Spark 
Plugs, Casino Filipino, GV 99.9 FM 
and DaBest98.5 FM. 

Pazon ended up as runner-up to 
teammate Dave Jota who registered 
a new track time of 11.833 seconds 
in the final ace, but his four-leg to- 
tal of 45 points eamed him the 
Quick 8 championship, 

Cunanan ruled the Sportsman 
Class over Felix Perez of Alps team. 
with atime of 15.882 seconds. 

Raymond Conti emerged the 
overall champion in the Hotstreet 
division despite finishing runner-up 
to Romeo Manuel, who ruled the fi 
nal leg with a time of 16.403, 

Bong de la Cruz bagged the 
Thunder dass crown, cocking 
14.558 seconds over Nathan Saguil 
of Just Racing. 


RP muay team spots 
in world tilt at stake 


SPOTS IN THE PHILIPPINE TEAM 
that will compete in the 3rd 
World Muay Thai meet late next 
month will be up for grabs in the 
2006 National Championships 
set March 4 at the Amoranto 
Sports Complex in Quezon City. 

‘The Quezon City government, 
led by Mayor Sonny Belmonte 
and Vice Mayor Herbert Bautista, 
is hosting the event that would 
hope to tap only the best for Team 
Philippines in the world joust in 
‘Thailand on March 18-26. 

World Muay Thai rules and 
regulations will be enforced dur- 


ing the national championships. 
Competitions will be held in 
12 categories ranging from 42 t0 
91-plus kilograms in the men's 
and women's senior division. 
Categories in the 38 and 42 kg 
divisions in the junior level (10- 
17 years old) for both men and 
‘women have also been added. 
‘Aerobic Muay Thai will also be 
featured in the tournament for 
the fist time, as are the wai kru 
and muayboran. 
For inquiries, сай 02-8929176, 
074-4218361, 0916-2289131 or 
0920:2927588. 
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SAFETY PROGRAM. UNDER 


THIS INITIATIVE, FORD CARRIES 


OUT VARIOUS ROAD SAFETY 


PROJECTS SUCH AS THIS FREE 


CHILD SAFETY SEAT OFFER. 


The child safety seat müst be installed'ln 
the car with a 3-point safety harness and 
in rear-facing position. 
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ys tt tna anes or det 


WITH EVERY FORD AND MAZDA aes 


WEDNESDAY, FI | A2. 
^ INNO: 


E-mail pr_entertalnment@inguirer:com.ph 


Editor Emmie G. Velarde 


: Mowelfund mediatrix 


. a.k.a. Boots Anson-Roa, who says she will move heaven and 
earth—and eat humble pie—for the welfare of movie workers 


ү B A wr тан 
MIT'S TIME to give back to the industry,” says the Mowelfund La T | SAY, 


executive director. IMGUAORUNDAUN 


By the Inquirer. graying membership as another 1 SAY IT 
Entertainment Staff challenge. : * 1 


We have more honorary mem- 

T= LEGENDARY Lodo shes bee members 

actress Rita Gomez ЇЇ 800d standing for 19 consensum. 

А years and have reached age 60. 

once cracked that When a member acquires honorary 

colleague Boots Anson- status, he no longer needs to pay the 

Roa’s screen image was so annual fee of P300. Out of 4,500 

pristine, it would be easy memes, 2,700 ине аа 

to make people believe ей honorary stats шше 
she had children by im- i 


maculate conception. — Isitnetaryouhavetoresort to : WED AND THU 


But as far as husband Pete Roa “creative” ways to solve Mowel- 
is concerned, the Mowelfund ex- fund's financial problems? : x 1A SATELLITE, 8PM PRIMETIME 
ecutive director is “more like Our Ме had an ukay-ukay (garage х 
Lady of Perpetual Help.” sale] once. 1 also joined [the TV ? кы 
Boots explains what she refers to show] "Game KNB,” along with Pr STAR 
as her coping mechanism: “Ihave to other Mowelfund members Eddie WORLD 
isten to ту husband. Healwaystells Romero, Joel Torre, Rez Cortez and ^ 
me, Dont let your mediatrix com- Caridad Sanchez. I told Direk Eddie, 
plex get the better of you. You cant a National Arist for Film: "Lets eat 
Solve the words problems on your hunble рі for Mowelfund” Ir was 
Own! Me, I tend to drown in the хо funny; was eliminated in the first 
problems at work” round. The question was: Are the 
"as she admitted during a recent character in the cartoon “Rug Rats" 
visit to the Inoue, Mowelfund’s mice? I said, Yes? Joel won 
‘oncems can be a tad Herculean азі P300,000 for us. He also won a com- 
involves the welfare benefits of the puter showcase which I tumed over 
ofeneglected and exploited movie оош graphics department. 
workers 
But Boots, who recently marked Ts it true that Mowelfund is the on- 
her 6ist birhday with a big fund- Iy one ofits kind in the world? 
Taser at Merks, is not one to shy That we know of We feel heart- 
away from challenges. ‘ened because other local groups are 
She is in the thick of preparations planning similar welfare systems. 
for the annual “Pelikula at Lipunan” Jun Nicdao of the Kapisanan ng 
film fest (spearheaded by Nick Deo- mga Broadkaster ng Pilipinas (КВР) 
сатро) setat the Gateway Май Нот and Raul Alvarez of the Advertising 
feb. 24 to March 19 and Mowel- Board of the Philippines have ap- 
funds 32nd anniversary on March proached us. Well lend them our 
п. charter and by-laws. 


How was the fundraiser at Why did you agree to head Mo- 
Merles? жейт? 

We were there шй 1:30 am. In the words of our staf, “I was set 
Around 20 artists performed for up!” Hahaha! I became a board 
кее—Рїйа Corrales, Kuh Ledesma, member in 1994. I was aware of 
Ramon Jacinto, Ivy Violan, Jenine what was happening. Stil, accepted 
Desiderio, Jacqui Magno, Tirso Cruz because the movie industry has been 
Ш, Clara Sotto, Joy Viado ... and very generous to my family My fa- 
Richard Merk, ofcourse. Cesar Mon- ther [Oscar Moreno] raised us with 
tano and Ricky Davao did a duet! his earings as an actor Now, Lam al- 
German Moreno and my daughter so making a good living in show biz. I 
Chiqui Roa-Puno hosted the show.  feltit was time to give back. 

We raised around P500,000—dona- 
tions from Ramon Revilla St, Tony Do you still have time for acting? 
Tuviera, Sharon Cuneta, Juan Ponce- 1 have to make time. This is my 
Enrile, Jose Mari Chan, PrecyTolenti- bread and butter 1 did the [MMFF 
no, among others. In the 2005 birth- entry] “Blue Moon” and [GMA 7 
day concert, we raised P300,000. show) “Sugo.” Now, Lam in the film 
“Sukob,” under Star Cinema. 1 was 
How helpful were the funds raised aso offered to play Donita Roses 
last year? mother in an international movie. 

‘We have lots of projects. But in 
2001, a year before I became ex- You also did the digital film "Tlus- 
ecutive director, Mowelfund had yon”? 
to slash the members’ bene. It was just a one-day shoot. I was 
fits—for example, the death ben- also in Peque Gallaga’s "Pinoy 
efit from P35,000 to P25,000 Blonde.” 
and medicine reimbursement _ | said yes to “Ilusyon” because its 
from P5,000 to P3,000. That was directors Paolo Villaluna and Ellen 
because our subsidy from the Ramos, were former staffers and 
Metro Manila Film Festival graduates of Mowelfund. We have a 
(MMFF) had gone down by 50 Ёт education component that has 
percent. We used to receive 60 produced an impressive list of gradu- 
percent of ће amusement taxes, ates—Lav Diaz, Mark Meily, Yam 
but now it's down to 30 percent. Laranas, Neil Daza 
After the 2005 fundraiser, how- 
ever, we restored the benefits (о What's your take on the MMFF 
the original figures. controversies? 

As [Metro Manila Develop- 


You have mentioned Mowelfund's 
MOWELFUND/ A2-2 
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1:1. Will Always Love You 
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Mowelfund mediatrix ~~~ ER d 


trigue is ће ММГЕ 
twin. 

As head of Mowel- 
fund, lm a member 
of the MMEF execu- 
tive committee. But 
to avoid [conflict of 
interests], 1 begged 
off from meetings in 
which "Blue Moon” 
was in the agenda. 


There's a call to abol- 
ish the MMFE 

Of course, 1 dont 
agree. This is selfserv- 
ing and selfish, 1 admit, 
because Mowelfund is 
а beneficiary of the 
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us not lose sight of that 
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MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
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ROUNDUP 


‘Panther’ 


strikes 

LOS ANGELES—In- 
spector Clouseau bum- 
bied his way to the top 
of the boxoffice as 


Pink Panther” debuted 
with $21.7 million to 
lead a rush of new re- 
leases. 

The overall box of- 
fice rose slightly de- 
spite the Winter 
Olympics and а North- 
east snowstorm, both 
of which kept many 
‘moviegoers at home. 

Estimated ticket 
sales for the top 10 
movies Friday through 
Sunday at US and. 
Canadian theaters, ac- 
cording to Exhibitor 
Relations, official 
tracker: 

1) "The Pink Pan- 
ther,” $21.7M; 2) “Final 
Destination 3, 

3) "Curious 

$15.3M; 4) 
"Firewall" $13.8M; 5) 
"When a Stranger 
Calls," $10M; 6) "Big 
Momma's House 2, 
$6.8M; 7) "Nanny 
McPhee,” $5.2M; 8) 
“Brokeback Mountain,” 
$4.2M; 9) "Hooó- 

2.502М; 10) 
“Underworld Evolu- 
tion,” $2.5M. АР 


f \! 
МОВАН Jones 


Film debut 
HONG KONG—Gram- 
my-uinning singer No- 
rah Jones will make 
her film debut in the 
first English-language 
film by acclaimed 
Hong Kong art-house 
director Wong Kar-wal, 
a fiim industry consul- 
tant said. 
Wong was originally 
scheduled to shoot 
"Lady from Shanghai,” 
featuring Oscar-win- 
ning actress Nicole 
Kidman, but has de- 
layed the project until 
2007 because they 
have not founda 
strong mal lead actor, 
a film industry consul 
tant attending the on- 
going Berlin Fim Festi 
val told The Associated 
Press by phone. 
Details of the new 
movie weren't immedi- 
ately available. АР 


Gut of 


control 
NEW YORK—The Sun- 
dance Film Festivalis 
too intense for Robert 
Redford, who says he 
wasn't around for all of 
itthis year 

“To the outside 
world, its a big fat 
market where you have 
people like Paris Hilton. 
Going to parties. Now, 
she doesn't have any- 
thing to do with any- 
thing. think the festi- 
val is close to being out 
of control," the festi- 
va's creator told 
Newsweek AP 


Peter 


Benchley, 65 
NEW YORK—Peter 
Benchley, author of the 
bestseller "Jaws" that 
was the basis for the 
blockbuster movie, 
died at his home at age 
65, his family said on 
Sunday 

The book has sold 
more than 20 milion 
copies, and Benchley 
even had a cameo asa 
reporter in the 1975 
Steven Spielberg tim. 

Wel-known for oth- 
er water-based sus- 
pense fiction including 
"The Deep" and "The 
island," Which also 
spawned fms, Bench- 
ioy died of complica- 
tions from pulmonary 
fibrosis, his son-in-law 
Chris Turner said. 

Reuters 
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A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 


Got Special discounts be уйле purchasest 


Femaleirqeientintertos piace ай Matting Sava биринин t 3104 bes Mni 


б» ^w Funny Valentine! 


Tho Comeuiy of REX NAVARRETE 
© 9 SM MEGAMALL CINEMA 10 
February 14, 2006, 8:00 PM 
North Edsa Cinema 1 February 24 + Southmall Cinema 3 February 25 
ERRATUM: We would ike to apologize forthe inconvenience, we 
are moving the Feb 17 Noth Edsa show to Feb 24 and Feb. 18 
Southmall show to Feb. 25. This sto accommodate more people 
(ипо would like to watch Rex Navarrete. Those who bought the 
боке! to the Feb 17 and 18 shows wil be given FREE popcorn 
[upon presentation of hiser ticket on Feb 24 and 25, Thank you 
[very much for your understanding. | 
Free LOWER BOX TICKET for every purchase of 
(ono) Rex СО + med. Popcorn & Drink! P 500.00 
Froe UPPER BOX TICKET for every purchase of 
1 (one ) med. Рорсот & Drink for — P300.0 


DED їзє! DE 


WE CHEERED FOR PACQUIAO, NOW LET US CHEER FOR VILORIA! 


BIG SCREEN! NO COMMERCIALS! 


BRIAN VILORIA 
Eanan сыс; VS OE shou 


February 19, Sunday 
:00 a.m. 


LIVE VIA SATELLITE 
Las Vegas USA 


Watch the Hawaiian Punch defend his WBC title ip ў 
rier fete REEL WARRIORS 
Fairview 4176811- North Edsa 9244274 + Southmall 8086888 - Megamall 6331901 
Manila 5239240 Pampanga (045) 9637681 Cebu (032) 2313876 - Davao (082) 2976808 
ойо (633) 3209422 Sta, Mesa 7161416 San Lazaro 7852488 » Valenzuela 2933917 
Molino (046) 5025487 * Bagulo (074) 6197838-29-41 


|_| movietime. 
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JED MADELA 
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й Pampanga Amphitheat 
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SOME of the pieces worn by Juris of 
MYMP at the pop groups recently con- 
cluded concert ("MYMP' Best—The Re- 
peat”) at the Araneta Concert were gifts 
from TV host and MYMP fan Kris Aquino. 
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WIRCB GP 
Catch the Cineplex Special 

Сега 10% discount coupon for a Geisha Pampering Scrub 

from Urban Spa when you buy your 

"Memoirs of a Geisha" tickets in advance 
See posters for details 
Promo pare Feb, 09-22, 2008 Per OTL-NCR 
Мо АЗ0129 Sones o1 2005 


PINK PANTHER 


тасв. GP 


AEON FLUX 
MTRCB. RAS 


Cun €89-7051, ке. 171 or 899-2227 
93-4136 or more deta 
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ЖУРТЫ "Е A13 STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP. 


Esstwood City Walk 2, Eastwood City 
E. Rodriguez Jr. Ave. (C-5) Quezon City 


687-6963 


POWER PLANT 


CINEMA 


Rockwell Center, Makati Сну @ 
нини 
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R18 
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ARANETA CENTER 


Gateway Alimat GhrmersPlaza 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2006 


Undeputed champion and 
other boob-tube booboos 


HOST: WHAT IS YOUR BIGGEST WISH FOR 
yourself this year? 

Guest: That 1 can find time despite my busy 
schedule to take a week off and go to the province, 
sol can visit my town homel 

(Ay balikiadyata!) 


VIEWFINDER 


Host: Were you outstanding in academics even 
57 asa young student? 
PUL, fi Guest: You might say that. For example, in our 
po tl schools weekly spelling contest, I became undeput- 
Nestor U. Torre ed champion for weeks! 
E c a CES (What in the world is an "undeputed" champi- 
on?) 
Host: What is a special attraction of your city? 
Guest: Proudly, we have one of the longest doll 
factories in the country! 
(That long, huh?) 


‘outstanding to doyouwantto have many chidren? 
in Guest: Ido, I had a happy childhood, so hindi ako 


takot magkaroon ng malaking anak! 

А (Maraming anak? Malaking anak? Маке up your 
academics 
evenasa 


mind!) 
young 
student?" 


Was the 
champ 


Host: What do you have to say to your predeces- 
? 


Guest: He should leave our office with his hands 
dean. He should account for ай of the coss that his 
controversial projets have occurred! 

(Occurred? Accrued? Incurred? Ano ba talaga, 
how) we 

Host, What do you want to say to your best 
fiend onher birthday? 

Guest I want to say: Sana hindi lahat ng tao, 


gaya mo! 
(So much for best fiends!) 


Host: Tell us more about yourself. 


Pd 
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Guest: For example, what were your parents? 
oo (Humans, we hope!) 

Ноя: How successful was your group's exhibit? 
Guest: Well I notice them that they lie the pic- 


| коис MOUNTAIN bur 


Host: Where did you study abroad? 
Guest in Beijing, Germany. 
(CAs opposed to Berlin, China?) 


1240133016201910 


Host: What do you think of your costar? 

Guest: Hes so good—when it comes to acting 
,Ttake my hat to him! 

(And, what does he do with it?) 


CLOSE TO YOU 


PINK PANTHER Ji m ALWAYS, AVS LOVE YOL yOu | 


2001 2101 42016301840 


BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
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Host: Why did you decide to play a villain in your 
latest role on TV? 

Guest Frankly, playing leading men too long can 
be boring. Im out to prove that Im not just more 
than a pretty face! 


For ticket inquiries. please call TicketNet at 911-5555 or log on to ws 


ARANETA COLISEUM 


PBA FIESTA CONFERENCE 


FE8.15 Wed. 7:30 pm PUREFOODS vs RED BULL 


ww.ticketnet-com.ph. 


| WWE RAW LIVE TOUR 


FEB.24 FRI 6 pm & FEB. 25 SAT 4 pm. 


(Ah, please repeat?) — 


Host: How did you feel during your first sexy pic- 
torial? 

Guest: Ok lang, trabaho lang. 

Host: But wasnt it nerve-wracking wearing only 
beef? 

(Don't answer that, please?) 


OPENS TODAYI 


6 OSCAR NOMINATIONS! 
THE LOVE STORY BEGINS FER. 22 


WIRCBp Gl ALL AGES ARE ADMITTED 


Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures| 


EMOIRS OFA 


GEISHA 


im micron or CHICAGO 


www SonyPictures.net 


MGS DEF DAVID MORSE 
For a New York cop T 
and his witness, IWITNESS... 
the distance between 118 MINUTES... 


life and death just 


got very short. 
ter 
nse ЧАН! 
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ын So нелштен Corporation 
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_ OPENING TODAY 


From page A2-6 


possibly, a lucrative 
franchise), this 
"sports underdog” 
story has a "poor 
Mexican-American 
immigrant" (Becker) 
as its hero. A natural- 
ly gifted soccer play- 
ег, he's discovered by 
a British talent scout 
who helps him getin " 
the Newcastle Unit- 
ed, England's premier 
soccer club. Rich 
Cline of Shadows on 
the Wall thinks its “a 
romanticized ode to 
unrealistic dreams... 
Just a bit more inven- 
tion and creativity 
could have made this 
а tue winner" Joe 
Utichi of Film Focus 


"STEVEN SPIELBERG BOLDEST FEAT YET. 
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BEST DRECTOR* BEST ADAPTED SCREENPLAY 
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BEST FL EDITNG * BEST ORIGINAL SCORE J126 


points out that at least [И] gets its football 
very, very right. The action is swift, the atmo- 
sphere is perfect ... The story doesn't fare so 
well, We've seen the rags-to-riches tale a thou- 
sand times...” 


*LIVE via SATELL 
The next Filipino boxing sensation... 
Brian une hawalten punch”. jose 


VILORIA vs AGUIRRE 


February 19, 2006 (Sunday) e 8:00am 
Robinsons Movieworld 
GALLERIA • METRO EAST • ERMITA 


tickets in advance!!! 
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE 


-ЕХТЕ 


NOW ON ITS 2ND WEEK! : 


Now ihor love has begun, con they make love Tos forever? 
From REGAL ENTERTAINMENT, INC. ond GMA NETWORK FILMS, INC. 
tox ALWAYS ON i 4627 [smon & Tob N Tox 


dye B MTRCB RATING- С P 


WITH ТШЕ # 4 LOVE MOVIE | 


ticket inquiries. pls. call: 
ALLERIA) 632-9116 / 687-7945 to 47 locs. 14/15 
RMITA) 536-7810 to 11 


Ticket Price. 
JETRO EAST) 682-8199 / 8280 


300 


A SPECIAL VALENTINE'S DAY PRESENTATION 


NOW SHOWING 


Бам Pesos D 
Tue Stars or "ALEXANDER" & "BATMAN BEGINS 
TOGETHER IN ONE Giant Ерк From ACCLAIMED Director Terrence Maua 
“ONE OF THE BEST 
FILMIS OF THE 
YEAR?’ iben Nepales 


Phil. Daily Inquirer 
“the BEST HISTORICAL 
EPIC ROMANCE since 
TITANIC! 
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STEVE MARTIN 
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‘And the worlds ренке: de detective is solving the case 
‘one mistake at a time. 
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[NOW SHOWING 


NGOs vont pangenous 
SHAN A MAN WITH EVERYTHING TO LOSE. 


FIREWALL. 


nom 
OPENING TODAY 


Close to You 
Stars John Lloyd 
Cruz, Bea Alonzo, 
Sam Milby 
Directed by Cathy 
Garcia Molina 
In Star Cinema's 
second film for this 
year, Cruz and Alonzo 
play best friends. Un- 
known to the girl, her 
bosom buddy is in love 
with her He feels 
threatened when an- 
other childhood friend 
enters the picture—a 
Fil-Am band vocalist 
(Milby). Drumbeaters 
call this “an irresistible 
romantic triangle” and 
claim that the Cruz- 
Alonzo love team is re- 
vitalized by the fact that the pair is put in “amusing situations” in this 
new film supported by a leading toothpaste company. Аз а bonus, Mil- 
by is making his big-screen debut in this Valentine presentation. То 
those who've just emerged from a cave, he was a product of "Pinoy Big 
Brother's” first season. 
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Brokeback Mountain 

Stars Heath Ledger, Jake Gyllenhaal, 
Michelle Williams, Anne Hathaway 

Directed by Ang Lee 

An award winner in Venice and the Golden 
Globes and, now, a front-runner in the Oscars 
derby, this “sweeping romance” has been 
hailed by critics as “groundbreaking” because 
it dares to 
chronicle a 
20-year af- 
fair bet- 
ween two 
men, and 

arried 
cowboys 
(Ledger and Ё 
Gyllenhaal) 
at that. It is 
based on a 
short story written by Annie Proulx (Pulitzer 
winner for “The Shipping News”) and includ- 
ed in the prestigious О. Henry anthology in 
1997. The titular mountain serves as the 
pairs “love nest, a reckoning place . . . an is- 
land of denial.” Roger Ebert of the Chicago 
Sun-Times raves: “Lee is a director whose 
films are set in many nations and many times. 
What they have in common is an instinctive 
sympathy for the characters ... [He] respects 
the entire arc of the story, right down to the 
lonely conclusion. [The] closing scene . . . is 
heartbreaking in what is said, and not said, 
about their world." It's a love, according to 
Stephen Holden of the New York Times, that. 
is "stumbled into, thwarted and held sorrow- 
fully in the heart." 


The Pink Panther 

Stars Steve Martin, Kevin Kline, Beyoncé 
Knowles 

Directed by Shawn Levy 

Martin takes over the Inspector Jacques 
Closeau role made immortal by Peter Sellers. 
The bumbling French cop is assigned to inves- 
tigate the murder of a world-famous soccer 
coach and recover a stunning diamond ring 
called the “Pink Panther.” Hilarity ensues as 
Closeau closes in on the criminal. Brian Lowry 
of Variety says, “It’s neither [a] disaster . 
nor a fully realized madcap farce a fea- 
ture-length ‘Saturday Night Live’ sketch.” 
Michael Rechtshaffen of the Hollywood Re- 
porter thinks "there's a stale, warmed-over 
feel to the entire production . . . fit] fails to 
generate the necessary comic sparks. Too 
‘many gags fall flat on their face long before 
the inspector does and the entire pace feels 
like it's on some sort of three-second delay.” 
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Aeon Flux 
Stars Charlize 
Theron, Frances Ме- 
Dormand, Pete 
Postlethwaite 
Directed by Karyn 
| Kusama 
Based on a tippy 
MTV animated series, 
this girl-power flick is 
set in the year 2415, 
four years after а 
deadly virus wiped out 
99 percent of humani- 
ty. The surviving one 
percent relocates to 
| the “pristine walled-in city of Bregna—a dubi- 
ous paradise.” Heroine Aeon (Theron) is a 
Spandex-clad assassin who sides with rebels 
| and attempts to murder Bregna's leader, to 
avenge her sister's death. Bob Longino of the 
Adanta Journal-Constitution complains: 
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“Aeon Flux’ is as enjoyable as acid reflux.” 
Mark Collette of the Tyler Morning Telegraph 
finds it “entertaining in its own right ... more 
stylish than "The Island." 


Goal! 
Stars Kuno Becker, Stephen Dillane, An- 
na Friel 
Directed by Danny Cannon 
Envisioned as the first part of a trilogy (and, 
‘OPENING! ALS 
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Coco-based exports jumped 


December performance 
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Shares close lower 


sm SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.85 
"1, percent lower yesterday, follow- 
О, 9” ing losses on Wall Street 


overnight amid a bout of nerves 
about the outlook for US interest rates, deal- 
ers said. 

They sald weaker regional markets further 
dampened sentiment as investors waited to 
hear tho first congressional testimony from. 
new US Federal Reserve Chair Ben Bernanke 
later this week for a lead on monetary policy. 

The Philippine Stock Exchange composite 
index fell 17.75 points to 2,069.89 after trad- 
Ing between 2,061.52 and 2,087.64. Volume 
was 1.67 billion shares worth P8.97 billion. 

‘The all-shares index fell 7.10 points to 
970.47. 

Losers led gainers at 65 to 12, with 52 
stocks unchanged. 

"The whole of Asia is consolidating after a 
strong performance in January. Itis trying to 
seek a lower base as most stocks are now 

„historically expensive," said Nestor Aguila of 
DA Market Securities Inc. 

“Even the recent upgrade in our ratings 
outlook would not trigger investors to ag- 
gressively position in the market today, 
Aguila said, referring to Fitch Ratings" an- 

‘SHARES/ BS 


very impressive, 


says industry group 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


EXPORT VOLUMES OF СОСОМОТ-ВАЅЕР PROD- 
ucts went up 14.6 percent in 2005 to 2.05 million 
metric tons owing to double-digit growth rates in all 
categories but one, according to an industry report. 


‘The United Coconut Associa- 
tions of the Philippines said last 
years shipments increased from 
1.79 million MT in copra terms 
posted in 2004. 

Ucap documents showed that 
exporters shipped out 1.1 million. 
МТ of coconut ой; 419,055 MT of 
copra meal; 117,728 MT of desic- 
cated coconut, and 122411 MT 
copra equivalent of oleochemicals. 

The numbers mean that last 
year shipments of coconut oil 
grew by 14.9 percent; copra meal 
by 15 percent desiccated co- 
conut by 1l percent and oleo- 
chemicals by 15.9 percent. 

Ucap added that the country 
did not export any copra this year 
but was able to sell 38 MT last 
year. 

Still the group said the overall 
growth rate of export volumes АБ 
was largely on account of coconut. 
cil, which performed well espe- 


Yield of 10-year 
bonds slides 
to 8.957% 


By Michelle V. Remo 


2004. 


Coconut 


RENEWED OPTIMISM ON THE GOVERN- 
ment's fiscal condition led investors to scram- 
ble for the governments 10-year treasury 
bonds, forcing its rate to drop by 22.5 basis 
points to 8.957 percent yesterday. 
The rate for the 10-year bonds last stood at 
9.182 percent during the auction last Jan. 10. 
"Whats interesting is that with all the affir- 
mation (by credit-rating agencies on the 
Philippines’ improving fiscal standing) the 
market continues to bring down interest 
rates,” National Treasurer Omar Cruz said in 
press briefing after the auctions. 
The market showed strong appetite for the 
YIELD/BS 


"(December's) 
was the most impressive during 
the year when monthly figures 
were compared with correspond- 
ing year-ago levels," Ucap said. 


cially in the latter part of the year. 

On the other hand, desiccated 
coconut was the only loser with 
shipments of 7,207 MT falling be- 
hind significantly by 27.2 percent 
from 9,893 MT. The volume was 
the smallest delivered in a month 
during the year. 

In Decémber, coconut exports 
reached 213,636 MT in сорга 
terms or an increase of 97.2 per- 
cent from the 103,327 MT 
shipped out in the same month of 


performance 


oil exports increased 


in December by 120 percent to 

120,286 MT from 54,693 MT. 
export volumes of oleo- 

chemicals went up 87.1 percent 


COCO-BASED/BS. 
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SOME lawmakers, regulators, and industry players are now pushing to amend local laws to 


help bring down the prices of medicine. 


порното 


Debate on cheaper drugs rages 
amid high cost of healthcare 


By Daxim L. Lucas 
(First of two parts) 


“THE COMMON ASSERTION 15 THAT PRE- 
scription drugs are costly because drug com- 
panies need to recover the high costs of re- 
search and development (R&D) that went in- 
to their development." 

“The industry has used a figure of $800 
million as the average cost of bringing a phar- 
maceutical compound through screening, 
chemistry, preclinical development and clini- 
cal testing.” 

“Ies a fallacy to suggest that [the pharma- 
ceutical industry], or any in- 
dustry, prices a product to 
recapture the R&D budget 
spent in development. Business doesn't work 
like that, Those аге sunk costs. In other 
words, [pharmaceutical firms] spent the 
money and it cannot be recovered no matter 
‘what [they] decide to do with pricing." 

‘The preceding paragraphs may sound like 
the comments of an activist raving against the 
“oppressive” pricing practices of an “abusive” 
pharmaceutical industry. 

Surprisingly, however, these are the very 
words of Pfizer Inc. chair and СЕО Hank McK- 


SPECIAL REPORT 


innell—a leading light in the global pharma- 
ceutical industry—in his book “A Call to Ac- 
tion: Taking Back Healthcare for Future Gen- 
erations” published only in May 2005. 


Intellectual property vs public health 

Multinational pharmaceutical firms and 
their local representatives have always ar- 
gued that high R&D costs associated with de- 
veloping medicines justify their high pricing 
regime. Jj 

They argue that the high prices are not 
predatory in mature, but merely allow the 
Companies stakeholders to recover the in- 

vestments they made into 
developing these life-saving 
drugs. 

On the other hand, advocacy groups criti- 
cal of the industry argue that pharmaceutical 
firms are benefiting unduly from the misery 
‘of impoverished Filipinos, many of whom pay 
through the nose for medication that these 
same firms make available abroad at lower 
prices. 

‘The debate has pitted the interests of multi- 
national drug firms, which want to protect 
their intellectual property rights and patents, 

DEBATE/B2 
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Gov't raises Customs’ revenue collection target for this year: 


By Michelle V. Remo ofarecentdecision thatallowed not take into account non-cash Bureau of intemal Revenueinthe quired the inclusion of non-cash amount, 12.746 billion was it 
Chitecting agencies to include duty payments that the BOC computation oftheir revenue col- collections in the computation of the form of non-cash, 

THE GOVERNMENT HAS IN- non-cash payments in the com- might collect. lections. revenues, was recommended by The source gaid the DOF was 
THE COVERED Customs putation oftheir revenue collec- БОР and the Department of Тһе move is intended to make the International Monetary Fund sil sudyg whether the BIR'S 
revenue target for this year to tion. Budgetand Management officials the Philippines’ fiscal reporting and is practiced by neighboring target of P675.4 billion for this 
P196 billion from the original А source from the Department earlier said that effective this system consistent with interna- countries. year should also be increased, 
goal of P191.5 billion. оос head agency of the year the government would al- tional standards. Finance and The ВОС last year collected The BIR is lobbying for its target 

alOFPI91-Sbillion. ence BOC, said the original target did ready include non-cash duty and budget officials seid the accrual P1544 billion, surpassing i to be maintained, saying it was 


taxcollections ofthe BOCand the system of accounting, which re- P151.2-billion target. Of the alreadyhigh. 
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SSR First Country Bank m By Doris C. Dumlao fresh funds iom de fist wancheof - sell PZ bilion worth of seven year 
ТОЁ dag Uv. Baking Nin. -4 Above All Integrity! ^ a tier 2 capital notes offering. bonds in the second quarter to 
STATE-OWNED DEVELOPMENT DBP’s profit last year was raise funds for the upgrading of 
Bank of the Philippines will expand Ў 41.41 percent better than фе major ports in key provinces. 
Ac yin5 Years || boththescope and scale ofits lend- year-ago level. PPA assistant general manager 
P 100,000.00 ing operations this year to be able А David noted а 15.25-percent Aida Dizon said the bond sale was 
Momm to realize P3.4 billion to P3.5 bil- rise in gross income at P16.7 bil- approved by the port regulators 
токы lion in profit lion from P14 billion a year earli- board last week. The borrowing 
| PENSIONADO The bank last year posted a net er. Gross loan portfolio registered will be handled by Development 
r р 100,000.00 Gag по income of P3.2 billion. © м а 31.26 percent rise to reach Bank ofthe Philippines. 
[per em “ “Priority in the years ahead is oe NN P111.53 billion, from P84.97 bil- “We still have to sit down with 
ло мт 1" T — о generate scale in all our activi- rat lion in the previous year, the DBP and the Bureau of Trea- 
TkABAYANFUND| 1 уеаг |  3years 5 years ties—its the ability to grow the 4 k The banks past due ratio was sury to finalize the terms and 
framason] — B ow Г ~iz | book. We have to make sure we E Ў recorded at 7.43 percent versus the documentation of the fund 
оона) com. 1% 13% have adequate scale to remain ў the industry average of 10.25 raising activity,” said Dizon, 
= 5 $ zm -.-, strategic, relevant and true to our percent. who also heads the PPA’ finance 
Get a FREE item for your investment! charter, Our developmental side Total assets stood at P210.5 group. 
+ Yea wani an РОО Га Powerbook T a dgial camera чипом spendmg? | Should shift to higher gear this billion or 33.98 percent better ‘The PPA official said the bor- 
50,000.00 aean amn tya ы ушы year” DBP president Reynaldo DAVID than a year ago, while net worth rowing would incur an interest 
te ee wort PRP 6800207, ym, David said ina briefing yesterday. also expanded by 15.11 percent charge of 1 to 1.5 percentage 
am cor Se MAR, Lending to local government means making inroads into new ar- toP2285billion. points above the benchmark 
units, for instance, will remain а eas such as microfinance and small With P54.22 billion in total treasury bill rate. 
кеу focus with greater emphasis on and medium enterprise lending. funds from official development Тһе maritime authority said 
housing projects, public hospitals, In the meantime, DBP got the assistance sources, David said proceeds of the bond sale will fi- 
public markets, public schools, bus regulators go-ahead for its plan the DBP was in position to sus- nance the upgrade of ports in Ca- 
Marketing; 09209209173 09273755957 | 09276088620 | 09178247545 terminals and LGU computeriza- to raise as much as P10 billion in tain relevant lending programs gayan de Oro, Davao, General 
"togirstcauntryfnancis.com | W:-wics.fiatcountivfinancial.com Жы ЫЫЫ tier 2 capital. that would benefit the domestic Santos, Пойо, Osamis and Zam- 
ata iP re ABO hr coer билии id, Origo Code, Psi CI. ‘Widening its business cope —_Itrecentlyraised P2.3Sbillionin economy. boanga. 
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Debate on cheaper drugs rages: 
amid high cost of healthcare 


From pageB1 «+ Early working doc: 
trine—This will allow local 
versus the interests of the broad- generic drug manufacturers to 
tr public, which is clamoring for start studying and testing of 
tare affordable healthcare. generic equivalents of patented 
At stake is the future of the drugs before the expiration of 
éountry's P6S-billion pharma- the relevant patent. Only com: 
eutical industry and more im- mercial manufacturing and sell- 
Portanty, the health of millions ing are prohibited. This principle 
EF impoverished Filipinos, many із applied in the United States 
Sf whom can barely afford to and is recognized in Japan, 
make ends meet, much less Canada, Israel and Thailand. At 
spend for medication when they present, local generic manufac- 
getsick turers are allowed to start study- 
So far, however the battle has ing, testing, manufacturing and 
been one-sided, with local drug selling of generic equivalents on- 
prices stil among the most ex. ly after a patent has expired. The 
pensive in the region, and some period of studying and testing 
Phim, in the world—mainly be- alone takes approximately two 
Cause the local system continues to three years, and thus, delays 
to prioritize the protection of for- the introduction of generic 
eign firm's intellectual property medicines beyond the date when 
rights over making drugs more a patent expires. 
affordable. е Government use—This 
Torexample,aSO0mgcapsule will create an exception to thé 
ofPonstan (generic name: mefe- application of compulsory li. 
mamie acid) costs as much as censing rules for cases involving 
P20.98 in local drugstores.In In- the protection of public health; 
dia and Pakistan, however, like outbreaks or epidemics: 
Where state policies are more Based on present laws, compuls 
Egalitarian, the same medication зогу licensing applications take 
Would costonly the equivalent of around six to eight years before 
P280 and Р1.48 a capsule, re- approval. Hence, any governi 
save as much as PhP 75,000.00* Off the price of a Canon imageRUNNER spectively. pee eee unnecessarily де, 
trade i 5 е right move dealfl | Governmentintervention e Legal protection for govern; 
when you trade IN your old copier or printer With this in mind, some law- ment officials—There is also a 


makers, regulators, and industry need to create a legal indemnity 
po СА -" players are now pushing to clause for government officials 
4 ‘amend local laws to help bring engaged in parallel importation 
down the prices of medicine. and compulsory licensing for 
t ingi Recently, Senate trade and government use. This will ensure 
get PhP 5,000.00 in gift certificates commerce’ committee chair appropriate legal cover from ha 
Manuel A. Roxas П filed Senate — rassment suits or temporary re: 
when you purchase any Canon imageWARE software Bill No. 2139, which aims to low- straining orders. = 
er drug or medicine prices by 
amending provisions of the Intel- Debate rages 
lectual Property Code of the. In book, the head of the 
Philippines. world’s biggest pharmaceutical 
^ Supported by Sen. Juan M. firm argues that "sunk costs" 
+ Reproduce your sensitive documents without compromising = Flavier, the bill has gathered asig- like R&D spending are “irrele- 
security nificant amount of support from vant” for drug pricing consider- 
local regulators and industry ations. 
groups, but is being opposed by “If we let sunk costs influence, 
* Get the information you need faster and more efficiently d the influential Pharmaceutical our decisions, we would not be 
- The quickest way to publish world-class documents 4 E and Healthcare Association of the evaluating a pricing decision ex; 
Philippines (PHAP), an umbrella. clusively on the merits of its own 
organization dominated by business case,” Pfizer's McKinnell 
Call us and get the best solution for 1. multinational drug makers. Ae "Pricing decisions ne 
x ü ‘The salient features of the bill Бе based on future possibilities; 
your needs today! i include institutionalizing the fol- mot biased by 10-year-old decis 
ImageWARE. lowing: sions." 
884 9008 t 10 ‘Document Manager Publishing Manager Y e Parallel importation—The While the Pfizer chief justified 
К О a importation of patented the pharmaceutical industrys 
А ` medicines from another country policies, he himself shot holes irr 
imageRUNNER Where they are cheaper into the the argument most commonly 
Philippines. At present, the used by drug firms in defending 
«yea aon 27 aco зм эйт ж азан ат иаша ——— rude | state-owned Philippine waste, their high prices, even as he 
yen chee темин нй otim Pe pet tem Ian БЕСЕ = pate er бтн permeno. ons те! в | tional Trading Corp. (PITC) can stressed that prices need to соте 
Caron Макар (igi i * ^ 
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Investors trade in P66.1B in bonds 


By Michelle V. Remo tenorsofthree,üiveand same maturity dates. arranger of the bond years, and P92 billion 
seven years. ee are securi- exchange, said Р500 with a maturity of 

INVESTORS HAVE Тһе program was ties that foreign in- billion worth of fivetosevenyears. |f. 5 Жер 

Swapped P66.1 bilion crafted to enable the vestors deem attrac- bonds have been "The deadline for ; $игеЕагпег FlexiEarner 

worth of old three- government to better tive, compared to sued with an average the submission of " 91-day T-bill rate « 1/496 

Year government secu manage its domestic bonds with shorter maturity of three bids for the swap for interestrate | 8.75% p.a. net a te hs dee 

Tities for new Treasury debts by stretching maturities. years or less; P293 the new five and sev- A P50,000 P50,000 

bonds under the gov- the average maturity Credit Suisse First bilion with a maturi- en-year bonds is set |f 2—3 

‘emment’s Debt Con- of its obligations by Boston, the financial ty of three to five for Feb. 24. Term 61 months 61 months 
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Robinson Land income increases 28% to P419M 


ROBINSONS LAND CORPORA- ы orm um aa 
tion (RLC), the property develop- ° . CAL 
И (11 essive 1а t rust эё 

ly, reported that its net income 5 a 

rose 28 percent to P419 million Chir BH 
from October to December, from E 


pensaie | URC ups acquisition ante 522 = 
During the first quarter of 


RLC' fiscal year in 2006, gross 
revenue also grew 38 percent to 


legen en oacut 
[e 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez quired а Chinese cereal brand, raised some PSS bilion бот 
‘Aces Foods, which is expected the sale of 325 million sec- 
Fre billion. | то POWER ITS ASIAN EXPAN- toboostURCssalesinChina. ondary shares. Should URCS 
so year ends on Sept. | sion, Universal Robina Corp. But Gokongwei declined to greenshoe option push through, 
(URC) has raised $90 million disclose the acquisition price. this can raise an additional P1.6 
from the sale of shares to both Also last year, it established а billion for major: ‘shareholders. 
foreign and local investors. mew biscuit plant in Thailand, Gokongwei said the JG Sum- 
"Tie food and beverage arm and a candy and snack produc- mit Group will use part of the | parce 
of tycoon John Gokongwei is tion facility in Vietnam. It beefed proceeds to pay short-term debts, |- "лин 
now actively scouting for acqui- up spending for advertising and URC earlier said demand was. 
sition targets in the snack food promotion for product launches in excess of its offered amount, 
line in southeast Asia. {nvarious international markets. reflecting hefty investor ap- 
"According to URC president URC and its major sharehold- petite for its shares. 
Lance Gokongwei, the firm ез recently offered a total of 635 Its shares, which resumed 
plans to spend P3.4 billion, rep- million shares atP17 apiece, gen- trading yesterday, closed at 
Fesenting a portion of its net erating roughly P103 billion in P18—50 centavos lower than 
proceeds from the share offer- proceeds. URC’ssole internation- its previous close of P18.50 on 
ing, to fund the expansion of its ‘al underwriter, UBS Investment Feb. 6. URC shares were sus- 
beveragelinein Машат aswell Bank, hasa month toexecute an pended from Feb. 7-14 to avoid 
as the acquisition of additional option to issue an additional 95.2 price distortions, arising from 
snack lines in China, Asean million secondary shares. the price setting process. GEMS шр 
countries and Vietnam as well. URC major shareholders JG Aside from China, URC has \легриї Labs inc. B. 
Mia mime Er EE ‘The cash-rich firm, which has Summit Holdings, Inc, Express operations in Thailand, Indone- ae 
de connue оси mapped out a bold expansion Holdings Inc, and Robinsons sia, Malaysia, Hong Kong, Sin- E 


er rental income, while new = 2008 
Зы st - Supermarket Corporation also gaporeand Vietnam. 
Mtm hue Pune. | пата лев, ои шие pene Cope premi Abacus Con Res наа 


and Robinsons Place Angeles HES eae me 
and the redeveloped Robinsons 1 ; in ke n | vers 
and the redeveloped оз Smart launches 3G services in key cities е 
dem rl Res Cor 
су. g significantly to rental эс S, Batino wil justhaveto follow ourlead.” ing yesterday's launch of ts free 3G Ango P pogs Co. 
RLC high-rise buildings divi- 3G allows video calls, video trial open to all Smart subscribers BupresHotsngs Corp. 
sion'srevenue grewby 84 percent SMART COMMUNICATIONS INC. streaming and high-speed Inter- with 3G-enabled mobile phones. Fims er Corp 
to P526.7 million in the quarter Yesterday launched a program of. netaccessFornow,Smartsvideo Both major operatorsaresetto ийизи Cope > 
ending December, from P286.3 fering free third-generation, or3G calls are limited within network, offer 3G services within the first me Gran nis. ine. 
milion last year. mobile, services in key cities соу. but short films are readily avail- half of the year, possibly before 
T horel division also posted ered by more than 100 cell sites able for streaming, the end of the first quarter. Soun Cna enr: 
gross revenues of P219.3 mil. nationwide. Smart and fierce rival Globe Glove, a joint venture of Ayala 52254 
fon ог the first quarter com  "Wecannowsaywearethefust Telecom Inc, Jimenez said, had Corp. and Singapore Telecom 
pared to last year’s P116.8 mil- 10 offer the public the most await- been battling it out to win the said it had started to “test drive” Аали 
Fae dne to the opening of *d imovation in mobile [ег bragging rights as to who would 3G with corporate clients Ayala Arwel 
Crown Plaza Hotel. Elizabeth}, УК] said Smart head of wireless first offer 3G services. Land, General Milling Corp., Sun 
or Consumer division Butch Jimenez. “Today, we are throwing the Life of Canada, Prulife UK and 
Now every [ocher mobile carier) knockout punch,"Jimenezsaid dur- the Aboitiz Group of Companies. 
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“The strategic initiatives ме 
made across four business units 
have translated to sustained 
growth and improved profitabili- 
ty" RLC executive vice-president 
Frederick C. Go said in a state- 
ment. 

In its financial report to the 
Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE), 
RLC said revenues from its com- 
mercial centers accounted for 
P872 million of total real estate 
revenues for the first quarter of 
fiscal year 2006, up from P778.9 
million posted in the same period 
last year 

Its flagship malls—Robinsons 
Galleria and Robinsons Place 
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Experience a revolutionary way of maintaining excellence. Always rely on a brand that offers dual core 
performance and superb value: Altos Servers. 
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ASIAN SPIRIT IS JUMPING INTO THE VOID 
left by the Philippine Airlines’ cancellation of 
Laoag flights 

‘The country's third biggest carrier will start 
fielding a four-times-a-week flight to the Tlo- 
cos Norte capital starting Tuesday, Feb. 21, 

' said Asian Spirit chair Noel Oñate. 

Asian Spirit is also undercutting PAL, charging 
P6,400 for the Manila-Laoag roundtrip, instead 
ofthe P6,900 the Lucio Tan carrier used to charge 
before abruptly stopping fights last Monday. 

Asian Spirit will be using its new BAe 146, a 
100-seater jet. PAL used the 150-seater Airbus 
А320. PAL cancelled its Laoag flights when its 
ground crew balked at reporting for work af- 
ter a staff member was allegedly bullied by 
former Mayor Rodolfo Fariñas. The mayor has 
denied this. 

Asian Spirits new sales agent and fran- 
chisee for the Laoag route happens to be Boni- 
to Singson, a younger brother of Ilocos Sur 
Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson. 

The Singsons are political allies of Ilocos Norte 
Gow Ferdinand Marcos Jt, who is opposed to Fari- 
fias. Asian Spirits Laoag flight leaves the Manila 
domestic airport at 10 a.m. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays and Mondays, and tums around for Mani- 
Ja at 11:30 a.m. on the same days. 


Oca's razor 

THERE has to be a simpler explanation why 
La Salle Greenhills president Bernard Oca 
would rather resort to using ACCRA as front 
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Asian Spirit fills Laoag void 


COCKTALES 


Victor C. Agustin 


men instead of him meeting the parents of a 
bully victim himself. 

What is more puzzling than the school's hir- 
ing of top litigators is that, even before this legal 
dodge, the assistant grade school principal had 
already taken it upon himself to investigate the 
bullying incidents, which include allegations of 
cell phone- and allowance-theft and—this one 
isan adult crime—check forgery. 

Stranger still, the assistant principal bor- 
rowed, and then lost, ће bully's handwritten 
confession/apology to the victim's parents. 

Even more puzzling, the principal, Evange- 
line Tamaca, expressed surprise on hearing the 
complaints and the hush-hush investigation al- 
ready conducted by her male assistant when the 
parents finally went to see her in November. 

‘The parents visited the Greenhills school last 
Nox 8 but it formed a review board only on Jan. 
27, after the frantic parents again complained that 
the bully—a 15-year-old, 58°, 1504Ь taekwondo 
practitioner—again delivered some body blows at 
their quaking 13-year-old, 411", 100-0 son. The 
sonis crime? Squealing, according to the bully. 

Other than the latest assault, the victim had 


been ambushed in the bathroom so many 
times before that his father, a foreigner, won- 
dered what makes the teenager, a class re- 
peater, so dear to the La Salle brothers. 

“The school is firmly committed to observing 
the right to due process,” ACCRA explained 
when the parents wrote to Oca last week com- 
plaining of the investigative gridlock. 

“If you have any evidence in your posses- 
sion ... then you are certainly welcome to ex- 
tend your cooperation." 


Money-go-round 
© MALACANANG has.sounded off Namfrel 
counsel Jose “Bong” Bernas and former Rizal 
Rep. Egmidio “Ding” Tanjuatco for two of three 
board vacancies in the Commission on Elections. 
ө The shortlist of candidates for the presiden- 
cy of the Asian Institute of Management, vice the 
retiring Roberto de Ocampo, indudes AIM 
trustee Francis Estrada, Ramcar president Rober- 
to Garcia, DBP chair Vitaliano Nafiagas II and 
former Metro Pacific president Ricardo Pascua. 


Heard through the grapevine 
‘THE Bases Conversion Development Authori- 
ty has given the all-clear signal for next 
month's opening of the Thunderbird casino- 
resort in Poro Point, despite the last-minute 
hurdles posed, ironically, by Poro Point Man- 
agement Corp. chair Filodelfo Roxas. 

(Email: cocktales_pdi@pldtdsl net or cock- 
tales_pdi@yahoo.com) 


Coco-based .. 


to 11,563 MT from 6,1790 MT 
while those of copra meal went 
up by 34.8 percent to 42,210 MT 
from 31,323 MT. 

However, December volumes 
of desiccated coconut shrank by 
27.2 percent to 7,207 MT from 
9,893 MT, which was the smallest 
volume delivered for a month in 
the entire year. 


В| 


. From pago BI 


The United States cornered 
47.8 percent or 57,516 MT of all 
coconut oil shipments from the 
country in December while 37.3 
percent or 44,920 MT went to the 
European market. 

Other shipments went to 
Malaysia with 8,000 MT, Japan 
with 4,850 MT, Korea with 3,000 
MT and Indonesia with 2,000 MT. 


Shares close lower „ны 


nouncement on Monday. 

While most blue chip compa- 
nies have been reporting strong 
profits for the past year, investors. 
are not sure the momentum can 
be sustained amid higher taxes 
and rising business costs, said 


E 
in thi 


NEN 


Jose Vistan of AB Capital Securi- 
ties. 

“Investors are sort of cautious 
оп equity investments in the re- 
gion given concerns on valua- 
tions and the earnings outlook,” 
Vistan said. АЕР 


great buy, a home rig 
ehi of. M: 


Yield of 10-year ... „в 


10-year bonds. Volume of bids 
reached PB.6 billion, making the 
government securities oversub- 
scribed. The government has pro- 
grammed and accepted P4 billion. 
worth of borrowings through the 
10-year bonds. 

Cruz said the volume of bids 
for the 10-year bonds reflected 
investor confidence in the gov- 
ermments longterm fiscal 
prospects. 

The dropin the interest rate for 
the 10-year bonds followed the 
decline in all treasury bill yields 
last Monday. The benchmark 91- 
day treasury bill rate fell by a b 
sis point to 5.087 percent, while 
the 182- and 364-day bills 
fetched lower rates of 6.168 per- 
cent and 7.24 percent, respec- 
tively. 

The declining interest rates 
were attributed to the announce- 


ment by Fitch Ratings last Mon- 
day and by Standard and Poor's 
last week that they had revised 
their outlook on the Philippines 
from "negative" to “stable.” 

This left only Moody's In- 
vestors Service having a "nega- 
tive" outlook on the Philippines 
among the three major interna- 
tional credit-rating firms. 

Fitch and S&P said they took 
into account the Philippine gov- 
ernment’s improving fiscal posi- 
tion in their decision to change 
their outlook on the country. 

Last year, the government bud- 
get deficit dropped to P146.5 bil- 
lion, or much lower than the offi- 


YOUR MONEY GROWS 


30 days :| 60 days | 180 days 
—————чЧҤч-— 

3.1250% | 3.2500% | 3.2500% 
3.2500% | 3.3750% | 3.5625% 
3.3750% 


3.5000% | 3.6250% 
3.5000% | 3.6250% | 3.7500% 
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23-storey office / residential 
\çondominium along E. Rodriguez 
Sr., Avenue, New Manila, Q.C. 
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cial ceiling of P180 billion set by 
fiscal authorities. With the ex- 
pected revenues from a higher 
VAT rate, the government expects 
its deficit to further decline to 
P125 billion this year. 


Call us at 812-0000 locals 2250 / 2439 / 2233 / 2465 


Or text: BKCOM «your name><your tandline><your e-mall address» 
to 2327 for Globe, or 0917-8902327 for non-Globe users. 


Member: PDIC & Megalink. Deposits insured up to P250,000 per depositor. 
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РАШ is a fund 
management company `. 
wholly owned by 
Philamlife, the largest 
insurance company 
in the country. 
It manages funds 
professionally through 
full-time managers who 
are focused on seizing 
market opportunities. 


Philam Strategic Growth Fund, ine, 10000 "Ii 
Prilam оті, 
Philam Bond Fund, Inc. 
-Philam Dollar Bond Fund, Inc. 
GSIS Mutual Fund, Inc. 
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You can bank on its stability since PAMI is also а member“ 
‘company of American International Group, inc. (AIG), world 
Jéaders in insurance and financial services: 


ey 
EDGGLDEDOROOUI .. 3 
The organization's resiliency amid changes in the industry Is the. 
i backbone of PAMI's reputation as a powerhouse fund 
management company. 


————Ó 


The company continuously develops and provides strategic 
investment options through mutual funds that perfectly sult th 
client's needs, given any situation or time, Eois 


Depending on your need or requirement; you cari actually 
develop a customized mutual fund portfolio and transfer" 
portions of your investment from one fund to another. 


+ Over and above all these advantages is PAMI's commitment to the highest 
"ethical standard while working hard to make the investors' money grow. 
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FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 


REQUEST FOR SUBMISSION OF GRANT APPLICATIONS 


The Private Sector Mobilization for Family Planning (PRISM), a project 
funded by the United States Agency for Intemational Development (USAID) 
under contract number 492-C-00-0400036-00 and implemented by a 
consortium led by Chemonics International Inc., is soliciting applications for 
the grant objective: 


Installation and Maintenance of Workplace Family Planning (FP) 
Program in Firms without FP Program [Code: RFA # 2006-01-03] 


Grant funding will be provided to successful applications in accordance with 
the standard USAID policies. 


This call for application is open to non-government organizations (NGOs) as 
well as private sector for-profit and not-for-profit organizations. Specific 
eligibility requirements are indicated in the Request for Application (RFA) 


document. 


The full request for application (RFA) document will be released on February 
15, 2006. Copies can be downloaded from the PRISM Grants Yahoo group 
(http://health.groups.yahoo.com/group/PRISMGrants/) or can be 
requested from grants@prism.org.ph. 


Details of the call for application will be fully discussed in a grant conference. 
The conference will be held on March 01, 2006 at 10am (PRISM Manila 
office); February 24, 2006 at 10am (Cebu PRISM Office) and February 27, 
2006, 10am (Davao PRISM Office). Please secure complete address of the 
venue for the conference from Lila Clavel at telephone number 635-2397 


local 275. 


For any other inquiry please email grants prism.org.ph. 


(poca 188 19.2006) 


GENERAL 
ITEMS FOR SALE 


М Around Wald Cook #858702 BUSNES DOCTOR 524-3187 


MALATE MLA 526-048149 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE OR RENT 


ALL AAND MAID YAYA COOK 
Tro 8098 + 08278406112 


Cook Wmaid 8057507 
LIPAT BAHAY 


LBAHAY 9206784 4540520 

оек. vans талана 

SPIQUUITRIP 742-14-57 
КУ _ p1800:7000mo 


Mow Cal 56109605780986 
‘AedoyeeSonnpSiaAna Ма 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR SALE 


TRANSPORTATION 


‘COMMURESOL FOR SALE 


CUBAO зоот" 00177938664 
Giosat ciry отм 


MANDALUYONG f1 STRY 


BLOG. МСЕ + 09780084 
|; MOUSE а LOT. 


BULACAN PANT Tensostss 


-JENSENTRANODP XTRA 
я UN STOP ОПЕЙ 


"IS REVO Sh Р525Т 4257915 


COASTWSE TUGBOAT FOR 
RENTSALE 50 MP. 521908 
1525275115250540 


Fisco РАЛИ 12n 090658 
NOUSE FOR SALE BENER 


LANG SUBD РОШЕТЕМ2ИЗ 
Баконбаотуттт31 


Kamuning #21 Kath 
et) 


gister See Коому 
Cai 100m? ЗИЛ 8879285. 


‘TRANSPORTATION 
FOR RENT 


‘aria Branden 488378. .Carlines Rent a Care 
isc P3.2M 9407112 "Yon, Coaster, Bus, рат 


Benz Оне Car 
813-1975 • 8131976. 


эша Сави 4220095 


м: Fw ТАИ тыи 


HOUSE, LOT, CONDO 


M, Makau à Grigas CBO 
24pR Fuly Securod 10% DP 2 


Cheap van 920001940811 


KATRINA RENT А CARY 
‘i kaarntocar com 
‘US URVAN ESCAPADE. 
"05 L300 VAN, 05 VIOS 

"05 F. EVEREST 
02 T5997 «(8178600786 


Move-in 0920-2350929 


тш. 


MANDA NEAR SHAW 


Bnewingordsiry/Sbr13-4tb 
таят 29:50рз,8ї04в03451 


Now Makati Condo Unit 
"ORIENTAL GARDEN” 
Zagat Sluslo!TBR-Unlt 
Call» 0918-3250858. 


comno, зиз? 
Poors 9196710 | 4333682 
VANS-CARS-726-8308 


АВС OPEN 24 HRS. 
HI-ACE'STAREX СВУ 


PEST 1и Down OMS; CC aae zore sanoni 
ISTA DE LAGO 
"B heer SS OOV 
' эм 28:3.1М ABR 
0920-6348545 


set te а 


1% Auto Eosy sasaaa 
1% AUTOLOAN 788-0361 


1% Car Lending 8560140. 
Unted Troe Car Loan Corp. 


эз. CARLOAN 373-6519 


рип тез GIL 1s Easy Car Lonn at 12748 


Td Lot along Nat Ва LA ac 

Pis nogoiala located at 

Madd, Cawayan. Masel cl 
are Ot 

т 3455790, 09258088042 


2980 Farm Lot Sto Nino Lpa 
[a 


їз мош taking car S915577 
19% мү Cor Loan 3748765 
15% easy cartoon 781505255 
\зъч aig Co Ta 
185 aking Car 80918 
знаті Cor 373008102 
ж WO TAKING CAR ттм 
{wo таки CAR Tr 
TewoTaing Cu 96860003, 
моти Car 7221021 
PwloTakng Со 605060 
Za mout taking cor 7252000 _ 


REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT 


Cormioflco Spocos tor lanso 
[rd 


YAMAHA GRAND & UPRIGHT 
PIANOS : TERMS -77213124 


DOG TRAINER 09187210000. 


M Scvauer. б булиб Pup 
8342552" 00175042316 


ANAME YOU CAN TRUSTI 
MANILA WATCH. EXCHANGE 


BUY «SELL PAWN, 
ROLEX«OTHERS 


‘OTHER SWISS WATCHES 
DIAMONDS / JEWELRY 
HLAPPRAISALIFAST CASH 

REPAIRPOLISH ANY WATCH 
"T#804-0484 + 834-2886 


"PROFESSIONAL & CREDLE" 
WE BUY USED 


SWISS WATCHES 


SICQIDAFGURET LIDI 


‘SWISS WATCH LOANS 
LOW Ss INTEREST 


WE BUY 


JEWELRY, DIAMONDS 
ROLEX, PAWNTICKETS 


A Ober Sis Varus Fast бий 
09277078888 


Republic of the Philippines 
SOCIAL SECURITY COMMISSION 
Makati City 


MA. TERESA б. ROELLI, 
Petitioner, 
-versus- 
MARIA REBECCA ROELLI 
and the PRESIDENT, 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM, 
Respondent. 


SSC Case No. 3-15665-04 


NOTICE OF RESOLUTION 
TO: MARIA REBECCA ROELLI 
GREETINGS: 


Notice is hereby given that on the 21st day of December, 2005, 
a RESOLUTION, consisting of five (5) pages, was promulgated In 
the above-mentioned case, the dispositive portion of which reads 
as follows: 

“WHEREFORE, FOREGOING PREMISES 
CONSIDERED, this Commission finds that petitioner is the 
dependent legitimate wife and primary beneficiary of the 
late retiree-pensioner John Roelli (a.k.a. Hans Roll), and 
that she is entitled to the survivor's pension benefit accruing 
from his death. 

‘Accordingly, the SSS is hereby directed to immediately 
pay the aforestated survivor's pension benefit to petitioner 
Ma. Teresa Gemperle Roell, subject to its existing rules 
and regulations, and to inform this Commission of its 
compliance herewith, 

ЗО ORDERED.” 


Makati City, January 26, 2006. 


SOCIAL SECURITY COMMISSION 
(oof 1.206 


BUYING ROLEX 
SWISS WATCHES BEST PRICE 
7269687 + 0917-8884040 


PUBLIC. 
NOTICES. 


Notice s horboy given that 
the оймо of tha lae 
Нетто Solman Trias 
hes been oxtrajudlcially 
воцей among his helrs 
before Notary Public Bene- 
dicta F. Barrentsos as per 
Doc. 116, Page? 25, Book # 
Xi, Series of 2005 (PD 
February 1,8 & 15, 2006) 


Notko Is hereby given 0 
то osito of е 1 
FELICIDAD TABERNERO 
Чой on Octobar 2, 1905 wa 
'trjudiclly soned in ве 
cordance wih the extrude 
thal element with waiver of 
fights by te heks duy 
sstcuted before Nolary Pub- 
Tie Consul oneal Rolando 
‘Guzman of Winnipeg Monno- 
be, Conado per doc WG-63 
Sees 536 OR. Моё 
Consol Rau Hernandez, Van- 
owe, Bish Columbia, 
Canada as per Doc 068: Page 
T16; Book 0; Serios of 2008, 
(PDiFeb. 15, 22% 24,2006) 


INVESTMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


яти CONSION тта? 
OWN A BUSINESSU USA 
PRODUCT (0213752642 А 4 


[3 NATIONAL ELECIREICATON ADHINSTRAION 
National Electrification Commission 


APPLICATION FOR THE RENEWAL OF FRANCHISE TO 
OPERATE AN ELECTRIC LUGNT, MEAT AND POWER SYSTEM] 
Ж THE MUNICIPALITIES OF DANGCAGAN, DON CARLOS, 
KALILANGAN, KIBAWE, КІТАОТАО, АНАМА, 
PANGANTUCAN, SAN FERNANDO, QUEZON, VALENCIA, 
RADINGILAN, DAVULOG, ALL IN PROVINCE OF BUKIDNON, 
ANO THE MUNICIPALITY OF WAG, PROVINCE OF LANAO DEL 
FIRST BUKIDNON ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, C [CO] 
Босат 


NOTICE OF HEARING 


Aegean an lect сзорөгине dy organized элё ong лан and by via o ba lans ке 
ponies ost at fence а purs ocu нун and pomar үйөт, п mo Mapes ot 
Damme бш Саа Kinangan. bns Keto Maramag, Pagan, San Femando Огап. 
Wise кылуда болду Sim Promes ol Barn. ала е ump o Won. Prove Lama 
VUES aned тл NEC non No. V tls aena 7 1981 златен ину 5I or 

Tua asian và ве hou by па Conenaon on February 26 200 Tues, и 10:09 n ho 
тоту aha Board Room ol Pat болоп Electre Cooper, ie. (FIBECO). Maramag. 
Tay ato тол, can та кузн eto d a ubi aantay once эла 
‘into b pee ich ht and po егис п ту ama apio 

Als len (10) ye porgodtootheano. Apsara pte is None ol Hain reete. 
онаа genet cession ba Pop 

“чисин shot айти a Me hearing ool o conolanca wih er surement Ada lhe 
cute m baness managers отпале алев т wich hs койсо Ө Reg vas pts. oer 
Sin compota copas ol т ашоз neways 

тайап вава hereby desig to post ts Noe o Heming nma Muricpalescl Dangegu 
ров Gates Kanon: Kaave, Kino, Maramag: Penanean. San Femando, Онно, Varo, 
Ronan Demucg en Wao. ès wat as п FIECO boscquarrs nd suction (10) days part 
төш ivan 


NEC CASENO, 2006-12 


‘ivn tis nd doy Ferry 2008, Quezon Cy. Moro Mania, Pipes 
By me Auten ot mo Const: 
(Soa HOLLIE B. ALAMILLO 


OC. NEC Olita and 


toy. p 


iSpd) ATTY JOHN JOSEPH M MAGTULOY, CPA 
Dupuy Acne ао br Logai Soros 


NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given of an Extrajudiciat 
Settlement executed by the heirs of the 
deceased ELEANOR С. FLORES also known 
ав Ma. Eleanor С. Flores over her estate belore 
Маву Puste Benigno M. Puno ol Pasig Ci. 
under Оос. No. 389, Page No. 79, Book No IX, 
Serios of 2006. 


EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


SALES PROMO GIRLS 


ww 1 Far Compoxon FOR | S 
aa боша Тийди 2, 


More Classified Ads on pages A18 & B9 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2006 


RATES 
P75 per line 

бл plese of A) 
DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon. 

Day before publication every Thursday 


P245 per column centimeter 


PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT OF CAPIZ 
City of Roxas, Province of Capiz 
(036) 6210-036 Local 254 
Fax No.: (036) 6210-036 Local 158 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Provincial Government of Capiz thru its BIDS AND AWARDS 
COMMITTEE (BAC) invites interested suppliers to apply for eligibilty and 
if found eligible, to bid for the hereunder project: 
Name of Contract Concreting of Timpas-Malapad Cogon 

Road Phase-ll Panitan, Capiz 
Panitan, Capiz 
18,700,000.00 


Location. 

Approved Budget 

for the Contract (ABC) 

Source of fund General Fund 
ВАС Activities 

Starting of submission of 

Letters of Intent (LOI including 

Application of Eligibilly: 

Tesuance of Bid Documents 

Pre-Bid Conference. February 17, 2006 

‘Opening of Bids February 24, 2006 


In order to qualify for participation in the public bidding, bidders should 
conform to all eligibility requirements as prescribed by the 
Implementing Rules and Regulations of the Republic Act 9184. 

The ВАС will issue to prospective bidders Eligibility forms at 
Provincial General Services Office, Provincial Capitol , Roxas City 
upon their submission of a LOI, and upon their payment of prescribed 
‘non-relundable fee of PESOS: Four Thousand Pesos (P4,000.00). 
Bidders shall submit the Eligibility Requirements to the BAC at the 
‘same address 

Bidders shall drop their duly accomplished technical and financial 
proposals in two separate envelopes in the bid boxes before the 
deadline of submission of bids 

Al bids must be accompanied by a bid security in a form of cash and 
must be delivered to the PGSO on or before the bid closing date. 
BAC Committee assumes no responsibility whatsoever to 
‘compensate or indemnify the bidders for any expenses incurred in 
the preparation of their bids. 

ВАС Committee reserves the right to reject any and ай bid proposals, 
ог declare the bidding a failure or not to award the contract; and 
makes no assurance that a contract shall be entered into as a result 
of this invitation. 


‘Schedule 
Feb. 13, 2006 


Feb, 14, 2006 


(504) DANTE B. BERMEJO 
Chairman. 


BAC Committee 
{рїї February 13 & 5,2000) 


PAMPANGA II ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 
GUAGUA, PAMPANGA 


February 10, 2006 


INVITATION TO BID 


PAMPANGA i ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. (PELCO II) WITH OFFICE 
ADDRESS AT SAN ROQUE, GUAGUA, PAMPANGA IS INVITING INTERESTED 
BIODERS FOR THE SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF THE FOLLOWING: 
Packaged: 
1. Conductor, ACSR Duplex #6 
2. Conductor ACSA # 1/0 
3. Conductor, Polyneline # 1/0 
Package 2: 
ole, Concrete 30' Class 7A 
Pole, Сопот 35 Cass 7A 
Pale, Concrete 40 Class 7A 
Package 3: 
1. Translommer, Ols. 25KVA — (7620132, 1202400) 
A. Tanstomer.Dat 375 КУА (7620132, 120240 — 10Unis 
3. Translonmer, Dist 50 КУА (7820/12, 120.240) — 10 Unis 


You are therefore invited to submit your bids/proposals to Ine РВАС апа 
тапара in а sealed bidding on February 23, 2006 (Thursday), 11:00 A.M. at 
PELCO 1 Board Room San Roque, Guagua, Pampanga wheroin your bid wil be 
‘pened in your presence or thal о your reprosentalives. Late submission ando 
Incomplete bid documents shall not be accepted. 


REQUEST FURTHER TO INCLUDE IN YOUR SEALED BIDS/PROPOSALS 
ASIDE FROM THE BID AMOUNT, THE TERMS OF PAYMENT. THE BID BOND 
IS EITHER INTHE FORM OF CASH OR MANAGER S CHECK EQUIVALENT TO 
TWO AND ONE HALF PERCENT (2.5%) OF THE TOTAL BID PRICE OR 
SURETY BOND (W/ O.R.) EQUIVALENT TO TEN PERCENT (10%) OF THE 
TOTAL BID PRICE. ALL BIDDERS ARE REQUESTED TO BE AT PELCO Il 
BOARD ROOM AT EXACTLY 11:00 AM. TO SECURE BID DOCUMENTS AND 
FURTHER CLARIFICATION PLEASE CONTACT OR VISIT PBAC 
CHAIRPERSON MS. ANA LEA N. NARCISO, TEL. NO. (045) 900-0611 OR MR 
NEIL S. ISIP (045) 901-0804-65. 


PLEASE BE INFORMED TO SUBMIT THREE (3) SEPARATE GIO/PROPOSALS 
WITH CORRESPONDING BIO BONDS FOR PACKAGE 1, PACKAGE 2 & 
PACKAGE 3 RESPECTIVELY 


LATE SUBMISSION OF BIDS WILL МОТ BE ACCEPTED. THE PBAC HAS THE 
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS THAT DO NOT COMPLY WITH THE 
REQUIREMENTS, WAIVE ANY INFORMALITY IN THE PROPOSAL RECEIVED 
AND ТО ACCEPT SUCH MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE COOPERATIVE 


(804) ANA LEA N. NARCISO 
'PBAC Charporson. 


50,000 Meiers 
10,000 Melors 
10000 Meters 


50 Pieces 
70 Pieces 
30 Pieces 


— 10 Unite 


Republic of the Phiippines 
‘Department of Heath 
Center for Health Development - locos 
MARIANO MARCOS MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
'AND MEDICAL CENTER. 
"PHIC Accredited Health Care Provider" 
"atc, locos Norte 
"Trunk те 077-792-3144; Fax Ine 077-792-3133 
Eman odóress: mh, DOHOyahoo com. 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID. 
“The Marano Marcos Memorial Hosplal а Magical Center, Balac, focos Note, through 
its Bids and Awards Commitee, invi suppters / manufacturers disribulrs to apply 
for eighty and to bid for the folowing: 

Hospal Medical Equipment 

Drugs and Modiones Requirements 

Мааса! Surgcal Supphes, Dental & Xray Supplies 

Laboratory Supples and Reagents 
“The Еу CheckiScreonng ав wall as по Preliminary Examination of Bids shall 
use oniscretonary "passai" onena. Posquakcatn ol the lowest calculated bi 
shall bo conducted. 

‘Al particulars relative ю EigbiltySlatomant and Screening. Ві Secury, Performance 
Secun, re Bing Conlrenco(),Evaluaion о! Bids, Post-qualicaton and Award 
‘ol Сопгас shat ba governed by the pertinent provsions of R.A. 9184 t 
Implementing Rules and Regulations. 

“The complete schedula ol cies ls sed as follows: 

Issuance of 8 Documents —  February2228,2008 

Pre-BidConlerence March 17, 2006 

Eigbiy Check. March 2028, 2008 

‘Opening ol Bid Documents — Mach 28-31, 2006 

Во Evaluation Apri 12,2008 

Post-Quaticaton Apri 2t, 2008. 

Issuance ol Мосе of Avard - End ol Apri 2008 
Blddacumenis wit be avaiable oniy o prospecive bidders upon payment of a поп. 
folundable amount of TWO THOUSAND PESOS only (Pho 2000.00) 0 the Castver 
Bid doouments maybe secured al the Property & Suppl Oloo 
“Tho Merano Marcos Memorial Hospital & Medal Centar assumes noresponstity 
whalscevor lo compensate or ndomndy bidders for any expenses incurred in tho 
proparaton ol the bs. 

(Sg) MONA LIZA B. PASTRANA, M.D, FPOGS 
BAG Chaman 
уро February 16821 200) 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2006 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DIVISION 


ВАТ Pan 0995578 
гоз QUEZON CITY 
903и 
nas кызыш 
M. KALAW ST ERMITA, MANIA 
E tieni 
тү, 
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Sn Roving Mimay of 
The Tenth Death Anniversary of 


ATTY. MAURINO “URING” R. SOBREPENA \ 


of San Jose City, Nueva Ecija 
June 10, 19; егу 15, 1996 


His loving wife, ONOR: children. JOE and MERLY FA 
LICE FERINA, GUY and MARY SOBRE 

CHITO and ANNA SOBI А. RINO SOBI 

and LEAH JOSLIN; gandchildren and relatives request the pious 

readers to pray for his soul. 


Masses will be celebrated today atthe: 
St. Joseph Cathedral, San Jose City 7 
Christ the King Church, Greenmeadows ..........7:00 A.M. 
Shrine of the Two Hearts, San Jose City... 6:00 АМ. 

|, Mary Help of Christian Church. San Jose City ... 6:00 P.M. 

Edward the Confessor Church . Feb. | 


6:00 AM. 


| опа Orly" Quin 


‘of San Agustin, Lubao, Pampanga 


1 


eacefly joined his Cretoron February 12, 2006 at $302. 


He will be missed by his brothers and sisters 
Mr. & Mrs. Telesforo Q. Mendoza, Dr. Romeo О. Mendoza, 
Ms. Tessie Q. Mendoza, Mr. & Mrs. Loreto Q. Mendoza, 
Mr. & Mrs. Dominador M. de Leon, Mr. & Mrs. Carmelino Q. 
Mendoza, Mr. & Mrs. Honorio О. Mend 
Ms. Babes M. Tulud, Mr. & Mrs. Ricardo L. Cresci 
‘nephews, nieces, relatives & friends. We request t 


ious reader 
to pray for e cteral repose ol his soul” 


BITUARIES 


Io tg. - 


2 Professor II, University of Sto. Tomas College of Medicine & Surgery 
Fellow, International College of Surgeon. 
Fellow, Philippine College of Surgeon 


Peacefully joined his Creator 
on February 12, 2006 at the age of 78. 


His loving wife Telly; children Leah, 

Bing and Sonny, Christine, Junie, Robert, SJ., 
Noel and Bechie, Josephine (1), Christian and 
grandchildren, Rhia, Dindin, Beatrice and Harley 
request the pious readres to pray for the eternal 
repose of his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Arlington Memorial 
Chapels, G. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Interment will be on Friday, February 17, 2006 
at the Loyola Memorial Park after the 9:00 a.m. Mass 
which will be held at the UST Chapel. 
x 


AKA CHUA PUG of Atimonan, Quezon 
Pescefully joined his Creator on February 11, 2006 
at the age of 36. 
His bereaved wife Charing Tan; children, grandchildren and 
grent grandchildren request the pious readers to pray for the 
Sternal repose of his soul. 
His remains lie in state at Rizal Funeral Homes, Inc, Libertad, 


{| Dr. BENEDICTO P. RIVERA, MD { 


m 


RATE 
P245 per column centimeter 
(1l pics echo EA) 


DEADLINE 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday 

12:00 noon 

Day belore publication. 


Our Dearly Beloved 


RODOLFO CAMAQUIN ШШ 


Peacefully joined our Lord 
on February 13, 2006 
at the age of 78. 


| 
| 


| His loving sisters Julia V. Nagtalon 

and Editha C. Vidad; his nephews and 
nieces, Melvyn & Angie, Karina & Ed 
Sanchez, Eric & Susan, Ruby & Eloy 
Foronda, Raul & Gina, and Rene, his 
grandchildren and great grandchildren; 
and all his relatives and friends request 
the pious readers to pray for the eternal 
repose of his soul. 


His body lies in state at Chapel A, 
La Funeraria Paz, Inc., located at С. 
Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Interment will be on February 16, 
2006, 3:00 p.m., at Himlayang Pilipino, 


His remains lie at his residence San Agustin, Luba, Pampanga Were ve wilt Nl ey М. Quezon City, after the 2:00 p.m. Mass. 


Interment will be at Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parafiaque 
City tomorrow, February 16, 2006 at 6:00 a.m. 


5. 
f= 


ENGINEER/ARCHITECT RODOLFO 
CAMAQUIN VIDAD 


Vice-President & Treasurer 


Interment will be tomorrow, February 16,2006 


d 
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RUBY KELLEY MANGAHAS ? 


% 
May 27, 1916 - February 3, 2006 


^ 


yr 
Е 
y 
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* 


@ 
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Peacefully passed away in the Grace of our Lord 
in Stockton, California at the age of 89. 

22 Died in the Grace of our Lord on February 13, 2006 at the age of 78. 

Her sons, Mahar, Rabel, Fred Bonny and their families; nieces and nephews, other 


ielatives and friends request your prayer for the eternal repose of her soul With a deep sense of loss, 


She will lie in state at the Church of the Risen Lord in the University of the Philippines 
campus, Diliman, Quezon City. A musical tribute in her honor will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
on Friday, February 17, 2006 at the Nicanor Abelardo Hall of the U.P. College of Music. 


The Board of Directors, Stockholders and Employees of 


GVID CONSTRUCTION СО., INC. 


$$ Interment will be at the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City on Saturday, 
$4 February 18, 2006 after the 8:00 am. Christian services at the Church of the Risen 
5 Lord. 
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condole with his entire family and request the pious readers 
to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


sees 


etuer His remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz, 


G. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Interment will be on February 16, 2006, 3:00 p.m., 
at Himlayang Pilipino, Quezon City, 
after the 2:00 p.m. Mass. 


SSI 


022 


“absent 
from the 
body 

to be 


THEY WERITAGE PARK 


FORT BONIFACIO 


Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden Wa = 


present 
with the 
Lord.” 


2 Corinthians 5:8 


Elegant & Spacious Chapels *US-made Caskets *Calered Meals 
Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 

Thank You Cards «Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse «Obituary Ads 


845-2440 • 845-2334 to 38 The Beta Epsilon Fraternity 
of the U.P. College of 
Engineering joins the 


bereaved family of 


“Come to Me, all 
ou who are weary: 
and burdened, and" 

Iwill give you 

V E rest. 


fÈ La Funeraria Paz, INC. 


F Tel. Nos. Q-C.: 712-3001 * 743-6502; Mla.: 711-6931 to 35 


Prof. Dominador Ibarra Ilio, BE 1937 
BSCE 1939, BSGE 1939, MSCE 


тту 


MA € 
[ OCC tn umm татти 
[ончзваг. |m isasama маси 


| Manolo S. Camara. 


in mourning the loss of a brother, teacher, engineer, poet, 
writer, painter, WWII guerilla, and friend. 


es amena on 


"Prof" passed away peacefully at the age of 92, last. 
February 7,2006, in his hometown Malinao, Aklan. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Interment will be on February 18,2006 after the 8:00 AM. 


ANOTHER YEAR i-e 
mass in Malinao. 


FOR PMAP & 
CHINATRUST 
PARTNERSHIP 
 Chinatrust (Philippines) 
‘Commercial Bank Corp recently 
signed Memo of Agreement with 
РМАР as 2006 PMAP Partner led 
by its leaders (center) 
Chinatruse's president Mr. Jocy 
Bermudez and PMAP's president, 
Atty. Rico De Guzman. 
Witnessing tho signing are Ms. Jo 
‘Natividad, Chinatrust senior VP 
for Marketing, Ms. Debbie 
Centeno, PMAP treasurer, Mr. 
топу Robles, Chinatrust EVP for 
Retall Banking and Ms. Imee 
Centeno, PMAP vice president. 


A Memorial Mass and Necrological Service will be held on 
February 21,600 p.m. at the College of Engineering Theater, 
Melchor Hall, U.P. Diliman, Quezon City. 


IS, 


“I am the resurrection and life. He,iwho believes in Ме | 
|- == sili live, even though he dies; апа whoever believes in Me 
=, will ever die.” John 11:25-26 


c 
3 
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By Tessa R. Salazar 


HE THREEDIAMOND LOGO 
| car company, which is determined 
to leave its woes behind as the 
maker of Eclipse (an enthusiasts fa- 
vorite, particularly in the United States) 
and the iconic "Evo" (cult status achiever 
їп the high-performance sedan catego- 
ту), launches the all new Galant 240M. 
{7 The Galant, Mitsubishi's European-in- 
Spired sedan, is an exclusive design by 
"Mercedes-Benz's former chief designer 
‘Oliver Boulay. It is one of Boulay's last 
‘projects with Mitsubishi. 


‘Aggressive product offensive 

Tt has been seen that the Galant 240M 
‘signals the start of an aggressive product 
‘offensive for Mitsubishi in 2006. The 
‘Galant 240M (with the same engine as 
‘ithe Mitsubishi Grandis” 2.4-liter Mivec 
“engine) will compete with the two most. 


MAX MOSELEY, PRESIDENT OF THE 
Federation Internationale de l'Automobile 
AFIA), the Paris-based governing body for motor 
‘sports worldwide, has designated FIA Secretary 
"General Peter Doggwiler to attend the grand 
“75th anniversary celebration of Automobile As- 
sociation Philippines (AAP) this May. 

ААР is the country’s first auto club and, be- 
ing the only motoring organization in the 
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New Galant to {ACE 
vs Camry, Accord 


popular full-sized sedans in the market: 
the 2.4-liter Toyota Camry (which has 
two variants in the 2.4-liter, and one 3- 
liter variant) and Honda Accord (which 
has a 2.4- and 3-liter variants). 

In the United States, the Galant offers 
а 3.8-liter V6 aside from its 2.4-liter en- 
gine. Asked why Mitsubishi did not offer 
the V6 variant in the Philippines, Froilan 
Dytianquin, assistant vice president for 
marketing, said the V6 market did not of- 
fer sustained demands in the long run. 


Introductory sales strong 

He observed that the introductory 
sales of 3-liter sedans were initially 
strong but the sustaining sales turned 
‘out small. "There's still more sales vol- 
ume in the 2.4 category,” he said. Dytian- 
quin stressed that the small sustaining 
volume in the three-liter category is due 
to the rising fuel cost. 

Wider and longer than the Camry апі 


the Accord (but lower than the 
‘Camry, with its aerodynamic con- 
siderations), the Galant is bigger in 
every aspect than its predecessor, mea- 
suring 4885mm long (Accord at 
4831mm; Camry at 4815mm), 1840mm 
wide (Accord at 1821mm; Camry at 
1795mm) and 1,480mm high (Accord at 
1455mm; Camry at 1515mm). Its cabin 
room length of 1997mm boasts of being 
the most spacious in its class with more 
leg room for its passengers. 

The wheelbase in mm are 2750 
(Galant) 2738 (Accord) 2720 (Camry). 


From China Motors 

Known as the Mitsubishi Grunder in 
‘Taiwan, the Galant 240M came from Chi- 
па Motors Corp. assembled exclusively in 
Taiwan for lef-hand-drive countries in 
Southeast Asia. Mitsubishi Motors Philip- 
pines Inc. has initially imported 50 units. 

The 2.4-liter engine is а 4G69 Mit- 


subishi Valve timing and lift Electronic 
Control System (Mivec) engine. Mivec 
engines are known for maximizing fuel 
efficiency, torque and low-end pickup 
while minimizing exhaust emissions, 

The engine is mated to a 4-speed In- 
vecs П automatic transmission with 
Sportronic. (Invecs II intelligent and in- 
novative vehicle electronic control sys- 
tem with two control programs). 

Tt has an all-wheel independent sı 
pension system with MacPherson struts 
with stabilizer bars up front and multi- 
link with stabilizer bars at the rear to 
help reduce understeer and improve cor- 
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GALANT 240M 


nering stability. 

It has four-wheel disc brakes, tandem 
brake boosters, monitored by the four- 
sensor, 3-channel ABS with electronic 
brakeforce distribution that prevents 
locking (to remain steerable during 
emergency braking). It also has rein- 
forced impact safety evolution. 

With a three-year or 100,000 km warran- 
ty, the Galant has an introductory price of 
1,548,000. Camry is priced at Р1.558 mil- 
lion (2.4V), P1.37 million (2.48) and 1.762, 
million (3.0E) while Accord's new SRP with 
12 percent VAT is P1.428 million for the 24 
liter and P1663 million for the 3 liter. 
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FIA official arriving for AAP celebration 


Philippines accredited by the FIA, officiates all 
motor sport activities in the country and issues 
‘competition licenses to race drivers aside from 
organizing permits. 

Corollary to this, one of the AAP Diamond 
Anniversary events that Doggwiler will attend 
is the launch of Fast Lane, a coffee table book 
оп Philippine motor sports history and person- 
alities, replete with pictures. Fast Lane is one of 
the anniversary projects of ААРЗ motor sports 
committee which is chaired by Mandy Eduque, 
опе of several ААР directors (the others are 
‘AAP president Gus Lagman and VP Johnny An- 
geles) who were race drivers in their youth. 


Motor sports 

The other AAP anniversary activities that 
Doggwiler will surely enjoy attending are the 
motor sport events. Aside from the annual 
Sampaguita Rally, which is slated for April 22 
as a precursor to anniversary week, a karting 
‘competition will be held on Sunday, May 14, at 
the Kart Trak, Boom Grounds on Roxas Boule- 
vard. A rally cross, slalom or 4 x 4 event is also 
planned. Appropriately enough, the Diamond 
Anniversary Week will be capped by the Philip- 
pine Motor Sport Awards Dinner hosted annu- 
ally by ААР 

ААР joined the FIA in 1951 when it was still 
known as the Philippine Motor Association. 
ААР has also been affiliated for over 50 years 
‘with the Alliance Internationale de Tourisme 
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(АТТ), which is based in Geneva and was re- 
cently merged with the FIA. 

‘Touring, in fact, is one of the Seven Man- 
dates of AAP aside from motor sports, The na- 
tional auto club strives to provide its members 
(currently 60,000 in number) and the motor- 
ing public with information on road condi- 
tions, travel accommodations and tourist at- 
traction, thereby promoting domestic 
tourism. 


Tourism support 

Small wonder that the Department of 
‘Tourism is supporting ААР Diamond An- 
niversary by including its activities in ће DoT 
website and extending VIP airport reception 
and assistance to the FIA secretary general and 
members from other FlA-affiliated Asian auto 
clubs traveling to Manila for APs 75th an- 
niversary golf tournament. 

Aside from tracing the development of mo- 
tor sports in the Philippines via a coffee table 
book, ААР will also highlight the development 
of the automotive industry via a Vintage Car 
Parade and an Auto Show from May 12, Friday, 
until May 14, Sunday, at The Forum, PICC dis- 
playing the oldest and latest models of major 
саг manufacturers. AAR after all, is the nation- 
al auto club and you cannot be a member un- 
less you are a motorist, if not a car lover. 

Tr is the Club's good luck that AAP director 
Ronald Reidenbach, chair of the AAP Diamond 


Anniversary committee, is also president 
emeritus of the Vintage Car Club. The anniver- 
sary week kicks off with a Vintage Car Parade 
along Roxas Boulevard on Sunday morning, 
May 7, that should attract car collectors and 
car enthusiasts. 


Road safety 

Prior to all these, AAP's mission to promote 
road safety takes center stage with the fourth 
of a series of six conferences on road safety or- 
ganized by AAP and the University of the 
Philippines National Center for Transportation 
Studies with Toyota Motor Corp. Philippines as 
sponsor. ААР plans to launch a pilot Road Safe- 
ty Zone at the UP Diliman campus during the 
Diamond Anniversary week. A conference on 
alternative fuels is also being planned. 

ААР members, naturally, stand to enjoy 
most the 75th anniversary observance of the 
Club. The annual ААР general membership 
meeting on May 11 will be an extra special one 
with all the fills and hoopla befitting a Dia- 
mond Anniversary celebration, including a 
greater number of raffle prizes. 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: 1 don’t ap- 
prove of political jokes—I've seen too many of 
them get elected. 

Email 

mph. 
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A history, a worship of heat 


ITIS VERY DIFFICULT NOT TO TALK ABOUT 
the topic of love these days; the cogs of busi- 
ness and advertising have begun to spool in 
preparation for another billion dollar payday 
оп the 14th. Who can blame them? The hu- 
man emotions associated with attraction are 
quite irrepressible and rather decisive in na- 
ture—hence the undivided attention of the 
greeting card companies, florists and motels. 
‘While l'm certain my colleagues in the print 
media are going to fill their allotted spaces 
‘with “wooing and winning" stories, the con- 
fines of this column will focus on a love that is 
distant, unrequited, insanely passionate and 
very, very personal. While I am attracted to 
cars in general like any normal octane-blood- 
ed petrol head, my heart belongs, wholly and 
irrevocably, to the unassuming hatchback. 
Worse still is my long standing devotion to 
those hatches that display enough dynamic 
heat to be labeled as truly blistering. 


History of the genre 

What makes a hot hatch ever so desirable? 
1s this something that can be attributed to a 
single factor, like power or handling? We 
must look at the rather extensive history of 
the genre, a veritable who's who of the best 
money for speed in the last 30 years ого. 

We have to look back to June 1976 for the 
recognized pioneer and spiritual forebear of 
this entertaining segment. There cannot be a 
better start to this narrative than the Mkl 
Volkswagen Golf GTi. Take a sweet handling, 
lightweight chassis and power it with an am- 
ple amount of engine; this Golf came with a 
factory 1.6-liter with a then whopping 108 
bhp, Succes ofthis experimentin blue collar 
speed” (a term used to describe the value for 
money drive quality of these cheap pocket 
rockets), then spread like wildfire. 

Included in the first batch of hot hatch man- 
ufacturers are the marquees of Renault, Vaux- 
hall/Opel and Ford. Cars like the Peugeot 205 
СТ, the Renault 5 GT Turbo as well as the Ford 
Escort ХАЗІ are excellent specimens born of 
this "power to the masses" movement. Ten 
years into the phenomenon and another icon is 
born of the manufacturing race for more heat; 
Ford's 1986 Escort RS Turbo now comes stock 
with 130 bhp with tuners often extracting well 
‘over 200-bhp from these cars. 


More familiar image 

А vehicle that is a more familiar image in the 
Filipino hot hatch consciousness is the 1997- 
on Honda Civic Type R. Though initially un- 
available in the local market, the images of 
these real world speedsters came over the In- 


Andre Palma 


ternet and foreign publications. Factory sup- 
plied with а 185-bhp 1.6-iter, in the form of 
the B6B screamer, the tweaked suspension 
along with the boy racer good looks more than 
helped ensure the classic status of these Cham- 
pionship White colored bolts of lightning. 

‘The definitive expressions of these types of 
vehicles have obviously come from the realm 
motorsport, especially from the lethal Group 
В formula of the World Rally Championships. 
We cannot talk of these fire-breathing widow 
makers without talking of the cars from Lan- 
cia. They took a then tame 185-bhp Delta HF 
"Turbo 4x4 and went properly wild with their 
imaginations, engineering abilities and mar- 
keting budgets. The first in the developmen- 
tal history of this mental vehicle was the 
Evoluzione specification, now 215-bhp from 
a two-liter block. 

Then in a moment that is debatably borne 
of either genius or sheer madness, the mon- 
ster Group В Integrale was conceived. The 
sheer numbers involved are insane, 450-bhp 
from a two-liter, four-pot_unimaginably 
blown by both a supercharger and a tur- 
bocharger. With foorlong flames sprouting 
from this rally car during every downshift, it 
can be said that this is a car that literally 
burned and branded itself into the imagina- 
tion of many a car enthused youth of the 805. 


New wave 

Thirty years on and the world market is 
once again inundated with a new wave of 
these cars. More than a dozen manufacturers 
produce a hot hatch in some form or the other, 
Tanging from the original pioneers in Europe 
to even brands like Kia (with their 280-bhp, 
AWD Sport). 

Though what critically defines the segment 
is clear, that of economical power with confi- 
dent handling, certain X-factors also must be 
present, It would not be out of place to say 
that styling and a motorsport background аге 
great plus acors for these types of vehicles, 
АШ know is that I'm thankful for the near per- 
manence of the hot hatch segment, partially 
for the wonderful play on the themes of pow- 
ег and practicality. For the most part though, 
the gratification is personal. 
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X5 Security: discreet yet potent vehicle 


By Charles E. Buban 


HE PURPOSE OF RID- 
ing in an armored vehi- 
„А deis to be able to thwart 
an initial armed at- 
tack—should such a situation 
occur—and get out of the place 
as quickly as possible. 
"To do this, the vehicle must not only 
sess а high level of armor protection 
ut also handling performance as well as 
driving character that is the same if not 
better than its unarmored counterpart. 
“Тһе first line of defense for anyone at 


TVE SAID IT MANY TIMES HERE BUT T WILL 
say it again anyway if only to stress the obvi- 
ous. Most, if not ай, of the traffic signs in the 
metropolis are placed on spots where traffic 
enforcers love to congregate. 

‘You'll be a hypocrite if you say you don't 
know the reason for that—the enforcers’ con- 
gregation, that is. 

We see “Unloading and Loading" signs al- 
most everywhere. Also, the “No Stopping Any- 
time" sign is as visible as the "No Parking sign. 

‘But come to think of it. Most, if not all, of them 
are placed on areas where itis convenient for both 
commuters and bus/jeepney drivers to goto. 


Usually, the traffic signs are placed far 
away from where it is convenient for com- 
muters to flag their public rides. 

"Take the case of the overpass. Isn't it con- 
venient for commuters if “Loading/Unload- 
ing" signs are placed near an overpass? 

‘But no, you will find the signs a bit farther 
from an overpass, thus inconveniencing 
commuters as they need to still walk another 
mile or two from the stairs of an overpass. 

Such signs also lure the bus/jeepney 
drivers to load/unload their passengers at 
the foot of an overpass—right in front of 
the "No Loading/Unloading” signs—to 
ease the inconvenience of their customers. 


risk is discretion,” BMW Group Asia Dou- 
glas Hornell Scott said. "So we've devel- 
Oped this product with the right blend of 
luxury, security and discretion." 

Scott recently planed in to the country. 
to formally шей the armored version of 
the German automaker's best selling 
sports activity vehicle, the XS Security. 


Increase in threat 

“Nowadays, we've started to see an in- 
crease in the threat of random crime and 
street violence. Personal security is now a 
growing concern as corporate leaders, en- 
tertainers and ordinary citizens become vic- 
tims so BMW has stepped up,” he said. 

Until now, armored vehicles in the 


country were mostly products of aftermar- 
ket companies businesses which take as- 
sembly linemade cars and customize 
them with armor and other features. 

But unlike protection vehicles that are 
outfitted on an "aftermarket" basis, Scott 
said, the X5 Security has been designed, 
engineered and tested by BMW (in its Re- 
search and Engineering Center in Mu- 
nich, Germany) to provide armored pro- 
tection without compromising driving 
performance, crash durability or luxury 
offerings found in a typical XS. 


Integrated 
The X5 Security's armoring is integrated 
in the vehide right from the beginning of 


the production process to ensure optimum 
‘of areas and cavities not reached 
when retrofitting armored vehicles. 

‘Scott added that the XS Security's neu- 
tral, secure driving characteristic is al- 
most identical to that of the standard X5. 

"BMW has put considerable emphasis on 
ensuring that the X5 Security is indistin- 
guishable from its nonarmored counterpart. 
Its special armor is extremely difficult, even 
for trained eyes, to spot from the outside, 
resulting in an exceptionally discrete blend 
of security and driving pleasure," he said. 


Not compromised 


But despite a slight increase in weight due 
toarmoring, the dynamic driving qualities of 


the X5 Security has not been compromised, 
Its 4-lter gasoline engine generates 324.4 
hors ‘which enables it to reach 100 
kph in just 7.8 seconds (compared to its un- 
armored counterparts 7 seconds) and reach. 
the electronicaly limited top speed of 210 
ph (240 kph for the unarmored), 

“And because the XS Security is developed 
and produced exclusively by BMW, this not 
‘only guarantees high quality but also ensures 
complete support from its dealer and service 
network here,” said Leana Farrales of BMW 
Philipines corporate communications 

She also added that the X5 Security is 
equipped with BMW's patented xDrive all- 
‘wheel-drive system, which gives the vehi- 
cle impressive go-anywhere character. 
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those traffic signs in the city. 


Al Mendoza 


But not only are bus/jeepney drivers get in- 
convenienced by those signs but also private 
motorists like you and me. 

For example, there's this newly placed sign. 
at Edsa and Quezon Boulevard apportioning 
two routes to segregate public rides from pri- 
vate rides going to UP.Diliman. 

‘Alas, at nighttime, the signs can't be seen at 
all. Result: traffic enforcers have a field day ap- 
prehending unsuspecting private motorists, 
who, I was told, shell out a minimum of P100 
each to avoid getting a citation ticket. 

It is, of course, bad for us to bribe our way 
ош of a fix. But this country has become so 
calloused to values that indifference has al- 
most become a way of life. 

Will the MMDA, if not Mayor Belmonte, or 
anybody, please do something about that cor- 
ruption-laden spot underneath the flyover of 


Edsa and Quezon Boulevard? 

INNOVATIVE INNOVA. Not only is the For- 
tuner a big hit up till now. Include the Innova, 
the locally manufactured Toyota Motor Philip- 
pines IMV (Innovative Multipurpose Vehicle), 
‘which continues to hit top-selling charts after 
a sales record of 12,130 units in 2005—tops 
for the year. Each time I see someone buying 
an Innova—as what my good neighbor Jake È 
Ayson did some weeks back—tI remember 
Nobuharu Tabata, the TMP president, who 
will turn over the reins to Hiroshi Ito today, 
Feb. 15, in an expectedly glittering cere- 
monies presided over by the TMP chair him- 
self, SK. Ту. It was Tabata-san who 

mally pushed for the Innova to “be the 
[gical choice of Filipinos because every sale 
of it means a continued strong employment 
rate for the country” I'm impressed! As Danny 
"Sir John" Isla loves to say about Tabata-san, 
which Ariel de Jesus and Elijah Sue Marcial 
would nod approvingly: "His legacy of four 
Triple Crowns for Toyota in his four years as 
‘TMP president is a benchmark in the motor- 
ing industry.” Indeed, itis. 

‘Again, sayonara, Tabata-san. 

QUOTE ME. You drive unnecessarily fast, 
you might as well necessarily crash. 


Most of the time, 
traffic enforcers 
more violations. 
Again, if you don't 
know the reason, 
you were born yes- 
terday. 

Once in a while, 
traffic enforcers en- 
force the law. Again, 
ifyou don't know the. 
reason, you were 
born yesterday. 

Anyway cormup- 
tion it is that makes. 
traffic enforcers to 
either ignore the vi- 
olations or enforce 
the law. 

Bottom line is, the 
traffic signs аге 
there, yes, but they 
are placed on areas 
that are actually 
convenient г 
bus/jeepney drivers 
passengers and traf- 

ic enforcers—if you 
know what I mean. 

It is only when a 
traffic enforcer is ei- 
ther in a bad mood 
or new in the 
beat—or his superi- 
or suddenly gets 
temperamen- 
tal—that the 
bus/jeepney driver 
is inconvenienced 
through a sudden 
apprehension. 

In short, corrup- 
tion, my dear, is the 
other meaning of 


NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 


INVITATION TO BID 


The NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY (NOC) 
invites interested bidders for the salo of ts property 
tha total land area of © 277 square meters located 
Slang Gaffud St, Barangay Soyung. Echague. 
[zabela on an "ae is, where is” basis. The minimum 
"Bd зе at 1,269,400. 00 inclusive of Value Added 
Tex(VAT) 
Interested parties may regster and secure Bidding 
‘Guidelines upon payment of Р500 00 which is non- 
felundable begivung February 20, 2006 at 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY 
Cio The Secretanat 


Т16 Todestias SL. Salcedo Vilage, Makat Cty 
Direct Line: (02) 840-13-38. (02) 840-11-47 
‘Trunk ine: (02) 840-48-38 Locais 212, 267 & 259 

A pre-bid conference shall be held on March 6, 2006, 

530 AM at the Alberto Barretto Hall, National 

Development Company Buiding. 

Bids must be sealed and submited between 800 

АМ io 200 РМ of March 10, 2006 labeled and 

addressed as follows: 

The CHAIRMAN 

Disposal Commit 

National Development Company 

T" Foor, МОС Building 

TIG Tordesilas St, Salcedo Vilage, Makati City 
CODE: Soyung. Echague Property 

‘The opening of sealed bids prepared in the prescribed 

forms and accompanied by а 10% bid bond в 

Scheduled on March 10 at 201 PM at the Alberto 

Baretto Hall, МОС Building in the presence of all 

Bidder(s) and Jor thew authorized representatives 

Bids received after 2:00 PM shall no longer be 

accepted 

The NDC Disposal Commitee reserves the right to 

reject any end all bids or to waive any of the 

formalities required, ог accept only such bids which 
fre deemed advantageous to NOC 
Disposal Committse Chairman 
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INVITATION ТО APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND ТО BID 


“The Supreme Court rough he Commitiee on Bids invites prospective bidders 
whoereauhonzed deintutors andor authorized reseters о apply for egit and 
{obi for te folowing: 


[ Name of Project 


Approved 
Budget 


LOTT- OFFICE SUPPLIES 


QSLQUARTER 200) Роло 


ОТТ PRINTING SUPPLIES 


t QUARTER 2006) P vues 


LOT 3- MANTENANCE SUPPLIES 


(а QUARTER 2005) usasa 


LOTA- HEWLETT PACKARD 
TONER. INK ANO RIBBON 
{1st QUARTER 2005) 
{LOTS - BROTHER TONER ANDINK 
‘(st QUARTER 2006) 


эмзюло 


эдю 


LOT 6- EPSONRIBBON 


CIS QUARTER 2006) OT 


PERIOD OF DELIVERY: 
Twenty five (25) calendar days after issuance of Purchase Order (P.O.) 
SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES: 
A FORLOT1,LOT2, AND LOT 3: 
L PRE-BID CONFERENCE 

The рге 8 conference wil be held or: 

Date : 01 MARCH 2006, Wednesday 

Venue : Conference Room, Ground Floor, Centennial Buiding. 

Supreme Cour, Padre Faura St, Ermita Mania 

100pm. (for LOT 1) 
200pm (lorLOT 2) 
‘3:00pm. (lor LOT 3) 
‘SUBMISSION OF ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
AND OPENING OF BIDS 
On the bidding. te legal requirements for өйы of prospective bidders 
musi be personaly submited by зе ыу autnonzed representabe, and e 
s wit be opened, hereafter in the presence of the Bidders or their 
Zurora represeniatves, 1o be heid or: 
Dato 
Venue 


LI 


Supreme 
1000 a.m. for LOT 1) 
їїдат. for LOT 2) 
100pm (lor LOT 3) 
B. FORLOT 4, LOTS, ANDLOTS: 
1. PRE-BID CONFERENCE 
The рге conference wil be held on: 
Dele. 03 MARCH 2006, Friday 
Venue . Gonlerence Room, Ground Ріст, Centennial Bulldng. 
"Cour. Podre Faura SL. Ermia, Mania 
борт for LOT 4) 
200 pm. (lo LOTS) 
5:00pm (te LOT 6) 
|. SUBMISSION OF ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS. 
АМО OPENING OF BIDS 
Оп the Ыйла, the legai requirements for eighty of prospective bidders 
ттш бо personaly submited by io duly тоге representatve, and o 
‘ids wt be opened, neraotir, in the presence of the Bidders or their 
aufonzed reprosantatves, to be had or. 
Dele. 17 March 2008, Friday 
Venue ` Conlerence Room, Ground Floor, Centennial Bung, 
Supreme Court Padre Faura St, Ermia, Manda 
100087. for LOT 4) 
4:00am. (01075) 
1:90 p.m (for LOT б) 
Prospective bidders must noi bo related о tha head ofthe procuring nity or 
any member о! the Commitee on Bids or as Secretanet either by consangumty or 
‘tay up ю бе Ward cvi degree 
Interested bidders may secure окыу requrements end bid documents kom 
‘The Secretariat, Commiites on Bids, Property Division, 3rd Floor Аппак 
шїї, Supreme Court. ar payment of enon reluncabis tse o! One. 
Pesos P1,000 00) lor LOT 1, LOT2,LOT3,LOT 4,and LOT 5, and Five Hundred 


Time 


Time 


Time 


Pasos [P500 00) for LOT 6, poor io tie conduci o pre-b cenferenco. For adótonai 
(onlin, te beides may contact ia Secretary, Any. Ennar R.C. Cabanila at 
шах no. 525-1270 or Ms. Norma C. Josue at tol. no. 526-6419. 

The Сост on Bids reserves tho onto: 1) reject any ог ali bids. 2) alvo 
any Goleci or mlomaites toro, 3) or accept amy Dis or olere which тау 
atsdor o ba a most advantageous and bonefical 1o tha government. 

15 February 2006 

(502) JOSE P. PEREZ 
Charman 
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PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


A a 
PROC СБТ o0 ie ox ar ОТ ERO гањ вене 


rale pagar 


CONSTRUCTION OF CABLE TRAY SUPPORTS FOR THE AIRLINE, 
ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM, AND INSTRUMENTATION & 
CONTROL SYSTEM OF THE NORTHERN NEGROS GEOTHERMAL PROJECT 
7 FLUID COLLECTION AND REINJECTION SYSTEM (NNGP - FCRS) 
EDC 06-013 
‘The Approved dels PhP 4565-2052 caren against PNOC-EDC nd. The сотга raion 

ходи dep. 
osicaon икт lr ee and bid documents may be secured rm the PNOC-EDC Contracts 
шекип Croup ants Tots оса 9) saring February B, 2008 upon pore of то. 
eee d Pesos: Five Hundred РО) 
‘Seoispeconls on February 16,2006, 1200 AM. at be Northem Negros GeoihermalPrrject озо 
oar Fore ugesed cart mqcerum stocs ape bócifeenceviePei ооп February 
e toon 130 Pat ote Сата Duca оза Nom ус Geothermal Prot Negos 
Ocenia 
зейздыв shalbe ese bePROC-EDC Созай Gorn Fs Foo Bung PNOC- 
ent rri gn Maro biana otier ten 20pm nare анан 
‘Group Otic Wal Clock Tanejo Marea, 20band state pti opened met ret. 
PHOC- EDC reserves tet torejactany ot a bids or parts trare, о waive any format here W 
Tepi ыкһый oot any par ol e work ay oer hase bitis consdered most advortageous 
DPOCEDC. 

The Chairman 


MEE ES Bids and Awards Committee 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND REBID / BID 
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TERES CU IS I TOUS ara FOR S LU p Р oe aes 
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E EE um edo coped п Те pad ed s tna та шо па 200 per Pret 
SELES жы быз Fed иод: PE Tor FOK oe ad FOSS ad re 3.206 or FOB 500 
ШЫЛЫН Roc еу 0 э эш tw sedan) Беде Lata t sal rol be seeped 
asee ып Su sp colors oe beg wen an contin 2 und. eo amm те 
Peso es оа нр эе, Sous элеу в bon mena Goh Genet d СЕС Abs 
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PHILIPPINE CARABAO CENTER 


SÈ Department of Agriculture 
ES sos, on CERTIFIED 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


February 6, 2006 
The Philippine Carabao Center (PCC), an attached agency of the 
Department of Agncutute, invites suppllersicontractors to apply for elgibilty 
and to bid for the project described below: 
Name of Project : "Sustainable System of Propagation for Superior 
Genetics Dairy Buffaloes for Smallhold Farmers" 
PCC National Geno Pool and Headquarters, 
Science City of Muñoz, Nueva Ecija 


‘Supply 500 heads crossbrods (РСХМВ) carabaos 


Location. 


Brief Description 
Approved Budget 
forthe Contract 
Contract Duration : 


Delivery Period : 60 calendar days 


Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar 
project within the last two (2) years with an amount of at least 50% of the 
Broposed project for bidding The Elghilty Check as well as the Preliminary 
атлап of Bids shall use a non-discretionary "pass/fail" сепа. Post- 
quahicaton of the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted, 


All particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening. Bid 


Security, Performance Security, Pr 


‘Bidding Conferences, Evaluation of 


Bids, Pest-Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the 
pertinent provisions of Republic Act 9184 and its Implementing Rules and 


Regulations 


"The complete schedule of activites is isted, as follows: 


‘Activities 


‘Schedule 


1. Issuance of Sid Documents 


February 27 to March 3, 2006 


2. Pre-bid Conference 
(Madama Hall PCC Headquarters 
‘and Gene Pool, Science Cily of 
Muñoz, Nueva Ecya) 


March 22, 2008 
(200 pm) 


‘Opening of Bids 

(Madama Hall PCC Headquarters 
‘and Gene Pool, Science City of 
Muñoz, Nueva Ecya) 


Apr 3, 2008 
(2.00 pm) 


4. Ei Evaluation 


Apri 4 io 18, 2006 


5. Postqualiicalion. 


"Apri 19 to 25, 2008 


Notice of Award 


15 calendar days after 
Post Qualification period 


Bid Documents will be available only to prospective bidders upon 
payment of a non-telundabie amount of Five Hundred Pesos (P500.00) to 


the PCC Cashier 
PCC assumes no responsiblity wh 


ioever to compensate or Indemnity 


bidders for any expenses incurred in ће preparation of bid. 


(508) EULOGIO M. MONTEALTO 


Chairman 


Bids and Awards Committee 
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BUSINESS 


Earn as much as 6.750%! 


Interest Rates % 
30-day | 60 -day | 90- day 
5.500 | 5.625| 5.750 
5.750 | 6.000 | 6.250 
)9MM | 6.000 | 6.250 | 6.500 
| 5.0MM - 9.99MM 6.375 | 6.500| 6.625 

10.0MMandup | 6.500 | 6.625 | 6.750 
Also inquire about our 1, 2 or 3-year term Peso Time Deposit. 


“tated on шики a arg nt ану тибе 
e's pa tof ИЯ 


Deposit Amount 
Tn Pesos 

| 100,000 - 499,999 

500,000 - 999,999 

| LOMM _-4.99ММ 


назан: залым 

Text PSBANK PTD your пате» «your 

2327 for Glabe or 0917-8902327 for non-Globe users. 
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Canada firms eye RP investment 


Mission looking at former US military bases as possible sites 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


CANADIAN INVESTORS ARE ON THE LOOK- 
out for possible sites for Filipino-Canadian 
firms. 

Armand Arreza, administrator of Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority, said yesterday that a 
business mission was in the country to look at 
the suitability of former American military 
bases as investment locations. 

The mission included representatives from 
25 organizations that belong to the Philippine 
‘Chamber of Commerce of Toronto; Philip- 
pine-Canada Business Council; and Manitoba 
Business Council. 

Led by Fil-Canadians, the six-day business 
tour kicked off last Monday with a visit to the 


Subic freeport. 
‘The mission will also visit Camp John Hay 
їп Baguio City and Clark Field in Pampanga, 


аз well as tourist destinations like Bohol, Bo- 
racay in Aklan and Cebu. 

“The (visitors) broached the idea of invest- 
ing ina retirement village for Canadians who 
find the Philippines a very suitable place to 
spend their twilight years,” Arreza said. 

Headded that Subic was "conducive for re- 
tirees due to its security, accessibility, natural 
attractions, amenities, activities and а 24- 
hour medical team to ensure that retirees 
would certainly feel at home." 

Arreza said Subic already host three retire- 
ment enclaves that cater to the Japanese mar- 
ket. 

Relatedly, Arreza said the Philippine Retire- 
ment Authority on Monday scouted for a loca- 
tion in Subic suitable for yet another retire- 
ment village for Japanese citizens. 

PRA is a government agency mandated to 
attract foreign nationals and former Filipino 


A LEISURE STROLL TO 
Galleria 


st. FRANCIS 
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EMERALD AVENUE 


DORA JULIA VARGAS AVENUE 


CORPORATION 


| ROBINSONS LAND 


A unique and refreshing lifestyle is now here in the heart of Ortigas * 


Center. 


i 
Welcome to East of Galleria, a 45-storey residential tower located in 
the midst of the bustling business district. It is conveniently located * 1 


beside the very successful Robinsons Galleria Mall to cater to the | 
residents’ daily needs. Minutes away from major roads like EDSA 
and C5, it is also within the vicinity of malls, banks, institutions and 
other major establishments. г 


East of Galleria truly embodies the ideal of comfort and ' 
convenience, offering the best of both worlds with the choice of 4 
either bi-level or loft-type units. Available in one, two and three- t 

bedroom units, East of Galleria assures residents of utmost privacy £ 
in condo living as the master’s bedroom is located a level above the 

T. dining, kitchen and living areas. High ceilings, airy atmosphere and , 

expansive glass windows feature breathtaking views of the Wack ! 
Wack Golf and Country Club as well as a multitude of 
magnificent skylines. 


At the heart of the busy city lies a comfortable and 
affordable home, here at East of Galleria. 


m — dan 
°з 


Wiw.robinsonsprópérties.com.gh: “E-mail: hrbdsalesrobinsonslond cori 


0922: 
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citizens to spend their retirement years in the 
country. 

The agency's thrust is to help accelerate 
economic development, contribute to the 
foreign currency reserve, and: provide the 
most attractive package for foreigner-re- 
tirees. 

The Subic administrator said PRA Chair 
Edgardo Aglipay planned to tap private firms 
for the marketing and operation of the ven- 
ture. 

The PRA is considering large parcels of 
land, like those in the Greyback area in Binic- 
tican, the Kalayaan housing area and an area 
beside the former George Dewey High 
School. 

‘An official familiar with the matter said 
PRA and SBMA were expected to sign а mem- 
orandum of agreement for a retirement pro- 
ject within the month. 
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IT’S PROM TIME ONCE add oomph to your prom your prom! 70). To be yo" 
again! 2bU! wants to become moment. And if you join our We don't want to leave the 
apart of your special night. ^ special prom contest, you guys out, either. We have e 
j We have beauty tips and dress haveachanceofwinninga prom dosanddon'tsto make Ё коош х= 
suggestions for girls. We even great prize: having Shu sure your prom goes smoothly |} |м Wilma Cruz-Tapalla | 
went to a fashion show to Uemura’s Xeng Zulueta do and your night is as резе rini 
pickoutnumbersthatwould your makeup on thenightof memorable as possible. Enjoy! E 
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GLAMupina 
black-and- 
white dress 
with 
matching 
gloves fora 
classy look. 


МО 


Speci 


Princess 
for a day 


Text by Allison W. Lopez 
Photos by Rudy Esperas 


OR А DRESS YOU'D 
probably wear only once or 
twice in your life, how much 
would you (or your parents) spend? 

Not much, we guess, especially since you'd 
need matching shoes, bag, accessories, plus 
some prepping up for the big night. Whew. 

SM Department Store, fortunately, offers 
more choices to budget-conscious teens in 
need of a quick but sensible fix. 

Veering from its previous "safer" styles, 
SM's prom collection '06 is indeed prom- 
ising—with more sorbet colors, exciting 
twists, even daring cuts. 

‘At the recent fashion show at SM Makati to 
launch the new line, pretty young things from 
different schools romped in mostly tube or 
spagherti-strapped, multilayered dresses. 
Flounce skirts also dominated the collection, 
while classic, black-and-white striped dresses 
with satin ribbons cinched at the waist stood 
ош. 

What must be the biggest surprise was a 
tiered dress with uneven hemline, cut danger- 
ously above the thighs. The model seems to 
have worn one of the samples that were a tad 
smaller, but the actual merchandise's hem- 
lines are said to have been lowered already. 
So girls, make sure the dress fits well especial- 
ly since they only come in small, medium and 
large. There are no plus-sizes yet for this col- 
lection. Adjustments would also have to be 
done outside. 

Cocktail dresses, other semi-formals and 
clubwear (like cute bubble skirts) are also 
available at the girl's teen wear section. 
Matching shoes, bags and accessories such as 
tiaras and headbands can also be found at the 
store's other sections. 

Young gentlemen would have to content 
themselves with the usual suits and barongs 
the store has since these were not included in 
the prom collection. 

At 999.75-P1,499.75, the young ladies" 
formals are a good steal especially when your 
prom is just three days away. There may also |. - Cet hooked. 

es many 19v 28, 3006 


арон аа ana a 


CELEBRITY model 
Pia Romero looks 
every inch 

a princess 

ina light-pink frock 
and bejeweled 
headband. 


SAY hello to a lemon-yellow DASHING Dominic Rocoin STRAPLESS two-tone 


gown that flatters fair 
young ladies. 


abright-on-darkensemble — formal 


EMPIRE-CUT, shimmery 
number with ribbon accent 


SM Department Store 
and Avel Bacudio join forces 


to make every teenager’s 


dream night come true 


From page Ct 
bea chance you'd run into somebody wearing 


the same thing, so make sure to add a dash of 
accessories to personalize your outfit. 


Semi-haute couture 

If, however, your parents have a few thou- 
sands more to spare for their unica hija, Avel 
Bacudio's special prom line for SM is the per- 
fect choice. The 29-year-old designer deftly 
produced lovely separates in dyed chiffon and 
duchess satin, albeit on short notice. 

“You can even mix and match it,” suggests 
Bacudio, so that instead of slipping into an 
all-pink or all-blue gown, you can choose the 
aqua tube top to go with the pink skirt in- 
stead, 

Bacudio says he created classic embel- 
lished tops with skirts that have unconven- 
tional features like torn fringes. The designer 
also made it a point to incorporate a draw. 
string back so the wearer can adjust it to the 
right fit. 

His prom collection will be displayed only 
at SM Makati, and has one small, two medi- 
ums, one large sizes in stock. If none of these 
princess-y frocks on the rack fit snugly you 
can contact Bacudio (tel. 4350578) for a fit- 


MÀ 


LITTLE black dress AN EQUALLY 

with dainty ribbon stunning version of the 

belt black-and-white '50s- 
inspired dress 


The designer’s dresses carried by SM will 
set you back around P15,000—definitely not 
cheap, but still, irs half of what he usually 
charges for a made-to-order prom dress. 
Bacudio also offers tailored barongs and suits 
for guys who want something more than the 
usual. 

‘And before we forget, you'll also get a 20- 
percent discount on hair and makeup at 
David's Salon for every purchase at the Girl's 
‘Teen Wear in all SM branches. 

Isn't that just great? Now you can get those 
sexy curly locks via digital perm at a steal, too. 

These days, it does pay to be practical—es- 


BUBBLE skirts are perfect 
for the after-party. 


PRETTY-IN-PINK 


BACUDIO pairsaclassictubetop DRAWSTRING back makes it 


ting or some alterations and just wait for creation by young 


pecially when you have irresistible choices like 


three days to get the outfit. 


E 


jus] s 


ДС 


an unconventional “torn” 
for an updated prom look. 


easy to get the right fit. 


these. 


Lost 


La RE А 2 
MONOCHROMATIC chiffon dress, P1,599.75; 
polo with cotton tapes, P925; monochromatic 
chiffon halter dress, P1,599.75 


THE INGREDIENTS OF A SUCCESSFUL 
prom are simple: chin-up confidence, a standout 
style, the perfect dress and a hottie for a date. 

‘Twenty-Two BC shows that your prom 
doesn't have to be a minor “Stepford Wives" 
party, where you abandon your own style for 
a night just to blend in. In fact, it can really be 
fun dressing up for the ball if you stick to the 
look you're most comfortable in. Here are 
some ideas to help you out. 

Pretty and romantic. Laces and ribbons in 
pastels, a sweet corsage, pretty makeup and a 
charming smile. Get romantic in a strapless 
dress that shows off your shoulders, Feel like 
Cinderella as you enter the scene. 

Classic elegance. When there's no need to 
try so hard to catch attention since your mere 
presence is all the party needs, relax in a so- 
phisticated dress that allows you to move 
around ina style that's truly yours. 

City chic. For no-nonsense gals who 
wouldn't be caught wearing an off-season 
outfit, a halter top that spells sexy, bold and 


confident is the best bet. Wear a short tea- 
length dress to show everyone that you 
about to enjoy the night big time! 

Fabulously eclectic. —Hate to conform? 
Play the big night in a daring and unexpected 
piece. Try a tie-dyed dress that's edgy enough 
for disco dancing yet soft enough to make 
your date drool during the slow dance. 

Minimalist glam. Simplicity and glam go 
together. A minimal yet stunning ball gown, a 
smashing hairstyle, and a poised walk are all 
you need as you face the crowd as prom 
queen. 

Still, whatever style you choose, remember 
that enjoying the night is all that matters. 

‘Twenty-Two BC also offers loads of privi 
leges: free alteration services on all regula: 
priced items; а lifetime 10-percent discount 
card upon accumulation of P8,000 worth of 
purchase; а 20-percent birthday discount 
for those in the mailing list; store and event 
notification through mailers, e-mail, and 
text; and a 24-hour hotline for queries, sug- 


gestions, and complaints (0916-6957273). 

Visit Twenty-Two B.C. only at the SM De- 
partment Store Boutique Squares of the fol- 
lowing SM Malls: SM City North Edsa, SM 
Makati, SM Cubao, SM Megamall, SM Mani- 
1а, SM City Cebu, SM Bacoor, SM Fairview, SM 
Southmall, SM ‘City Mandurriao, Harrison 
Plaza and SM Mall of Asia-Bay City. Visit 
www22bc.com.ph. 

To know more about Solo's latest collec- 
tion, visit wwwsolo.com.ph, or visit the fol- 
lowing branches: Glorietta 1, Alabang Town 
Center, Robinsons Galleria, Robinsons Sta. 
Rosa, SM Centerpoint, SM Manila, SM Pam- 
panga, Alimall Cubao, Festival Super Mall 
and Abanao Square Baguio. 


coma sr Twenrerwosc 
HENS OUTETS BY SOLO 
PPOTOGAAPHT EY KEN GO 
HARLAND MAKEUP BY ENCA PAREDES 
SIYUNG BY ANNE BELLA 
MODELED BY MAFPY SOLER STEPHAFZEUUS 
[AND PE ENGICHLAGEA OF CAL CARRIES 


designer Avel Bacudio 


Stylish 
ices 


retail ch 


WITH PROM SEASON 
fast approaching, it's time 
for teenagers to comb the 
metro in search of the per- 
fect outfit for that one spe- 
cial night. 

For teens (and parents) who 
don't want to blow a lot of time 
and money having a gown or suit 
made, buying retail is the more 
practical choice. 

Debenhams, one of the U.K's 
largest retail stores, is ho 
in-store promo for loyal fans until 


CLEAN and flattering style lines with just the 
right touch of detail and color, from Debenhams’ 
Debut Womenswear 


THOMAS Nash formal. 


Feb. 25. For a minimum purchas« 
buyers are entitled to a gift cert 
cate to make their prom night 


more special. 
Looking for the 
perfect accessory 1 
match your gown 
A minimum pur 
chase of P5,000 in 
Debut Womenswe.n 
will entitle you te а 
free 500 ри 


jj voucher—enough 


to buy a pretty ne: h 
Ласе or two. 

Guys arent Int 
ош, either. Evers 
combined purchas 
of one tie and onc 
Thomas Nash for 
mal shirt gets a free 


{| P250 gift voucher 


Visit Debenhams 
at ЗЛ, Shangri La 
Plaza Mall Cali 


^ 6329802 " 


6327156, 
Bianca Consunji 


By Pam Pastor gone 


'OU KNOW YOURE LIVING IN A 
Y hi-tech world when even salons go 
digital. 
If you're sick of spending tedious hours hav- 


ing your hair rebonded, if your straight hair has 4 


become blah and boring, if you want to breathe 
life into your limp locks, here are two words for 
you: digital perm. 

Yes, digital perm, not your regular run-of- 
the-mill perm. What's the difference, you might 
wonder. “The curls are shinier. They're bigger. 
‘There's movement so it looks sexier. Mas may 
bounce and there's no frizz,” said Cherry Reyes, 
‘who runs Essensuals Toni & Guy in 6750. 

‘And, unlike the regular perm, your digital 
perm will last for only three months, which 
means you're not tied down to a lifetime of 
curliness—you can change your mind. 

The secret lies in the process and in the 


tools used. "Weuseceramicrods—theysezlthe THREE different looks achieved by digital 


moisture in the hair so the hair doesn’t become 
frizzy” Cherry said. 

Digital perm isnt the only thing that makes 
Essensuals Toni & Guy different from your reg- 
ular salon. They offer a unique experi- 
‘ence—from start to finish. 

Clients are welcomed with a lovely massage, 
thanks to physical therapists who are part of the 
salon'sstaf The salon also has private rooms— 
complete with your own cable TV—if you want 
to enjoy your treatments away from everyone 
else, 

‘And if your treatment crosses into lunchtime, 
Glorietta and its whole myriad of restaurants 
are justa few steps away—you can always have 
food delivered or someone can pick up lunch 
for you. 

‘The digital perm starts with a shampoo and a 
cut. Layers need to be added to your hair to 
show off the curls properly. Its important for 
the hair to be cut before the perm because cut- 
ting the hair after would make the curls pop. 

Pre-perm solution is then added to your hair. 
‘Then another solution follows—one that soft- 
ens the hair so your stylist can mold it into beau- 
tiful curls after. 

‘Another thing which makes the digital perm 
different from the regular perm is that the solu- 
tion is washed off before the actual perming 
starts. 


Perm proper 
The ceramic rods are then secured to your 


Take a break 
from shampoo 
commercial- 
straight hair. 
This year, curly 
is the way to go 


THE HAIR doctors 


And when a client came in, asking fora digi- arein. Essensuals 
tal perm because she was unsatisfied with the Toni & Guy in 6750 


perm she had at another salon just days ago, 


PHOTOSBY RUDY ESPERAS 


Cherry and Christy talked seriously about her 
case—as physicians would—be- 
fore asking the woman to come 


back їп а few weeks. 


“Tt wouldn't be good for her 
hai" they said. “Besides, she 
wouldn't be able to fully appreci- 
ate the effects of the digital 


perm. 


People like to think of them 
as stylists, I like to think of them 


v v SP EDS ЫЕ PS -^4* ashairdoctors. 
going out of the house in the morning with my 


hair in a ponytail (hair experts willcringe atthe _Essensuals Toni & Guy is at G/B 


thought of pulling wet hair into a ponytail but 6750 Ayala Ave, Makati City. Op- m 
Someimes there ent enough timeina day) and erating hours are from 9 am-8 p.m, on Mon- THEAUTHOR with 


then removing the ponytail in the aftemoon ог daysSaturdoys; and 10 am.-6 p.m. on Sundays. 
evening to reveal beautiful, perfect, sexy curls. Call 8128559 or 8128002. 


Cherry Reyes, Toni & 
Guy creative and 


Witt the time and energy Ihave been saving E-mailthe author at ppastor@inquirercomph managing director 


оп not having to blow-dry my hair and after dis- 


covering the joy of low (even пот) mainte- 
nance hair, I might just stay curly forever. 


Teepee | Have prom-pretty hair 


trained in London (where Toni & Guy is based) 


before they are allowed to cut and every time | IF YOU WISH TO HAVE YOUR Up or down? If you cant 
they introduce anew formoftreatmentthey are | hair digitally permed for your choose between a sweeping up- 
intensively шапе, For the digital perm, they | Prom, do it a few days before do or having your locks framing 


were trained fora week in Singapore. 


your special night so you can your face, bring a photo of your 


“Ton! & Guy is also the salon to go to forcrazy | have time to adjust to your new dress (or bring the dress itself) 


colors and creative looks. But above the training | look. 
and skills is their obvious and genuine concern 
for people's hair. 


and ask your stylist to help you 


Choose a look that is both decide. 
comfortable and easy to fix Schedule a salon date with 


No wonder a number of celebrities have | Think about it: if your complex friends—getting ready for the 
made Toni & Guy their salon of choice. Christy | dance move shakes yourhair out prom is half the fun and the fun 
Spent enra ше patentlyremovinga knot from | place, will you be able to sal- would be tripled when shared 
е back of my head —a common problem for | vagethelookinthe bathroom? with your closest girlfriends, 


people with extra-thick hair. 
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SKIN PERFECTION, 


Hortaleza, M.D. 

Trusted Name. Proven Skin Expertise. 
You woud eniro your one and опу sin to just about 
yore For yout peace ol mid vust опу product ihat 
Saye Ной MD. brand ol emetic Tayre specly 
отыш болоду esed эла pasting researched 
фу сезе а deraiogis to erae Wat you ри опу the 


hair and covered with asbestos pads to protect SET be шен cot er you Ain 


| | ix your scalp from the heat. This is where the-digi- 
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SYSTEMIZED SOLUTIONS 


Meum Geddes $ 


{ Whitening you can wear! 


cae 


“tal part comes in—each ceramic rod is hooked anui шыыадодавеышшр tit 


"p toa heating machine. 

"The waiting time will depend on the texture 
of your hair. I have unbelievably thick hair so 
my time was a little longer than normal. After 
the rods are removed, the hair is washed and 
blown dry again and neutralizer is applied. 
‘Then, your beautiful curis will be revealed. 

You can request for smaller or bigger curis. 
Hair products to keep your curls in tip-top 
shape will be recommended. 

Tve been using Bed Head's Small Talk and 1 
love it equally for its effects and its delicious 
grape bubble gum smell. 

Tve also happily discovered that even during 
the few times I forgot to take my hair arsenal 
with me on out-of town trips, my curls still look 
pretty even without products. 

During the first few days after the perm, the 
curls would tighten only to become loose with 
the passing of days. And unlike some hair treat- 
‘ments with effects that fade over time—the dig- 
ital perm looks better and better even as weeks 
pass. 

‘After living with painstakingly rebonded hair 
for three years and not being able to go out of 
the house until every strand is dried perfectly in 
place, I realized with glee that digitally permed 
hair is wash and wear. 

1 can pop into the bathroom, pop back out, 
get ready in five minutes and run out of the 
house without worrying about having a massive 
mess on my head. 


Biggest joy 
Letting the air dry my hair is no longer a hor- 
rendous mistake. In fact, my biggest joy now is 


HAIRis secured with ceramic rods and the 
scalp is protected with asbestos pads. 
ProTosavavor SPs 
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pimple control system 


For every skin problem, there is a trusted solution. 
New ГҮ 


Hortaleza, M.D 
The Authority in Skin Care 
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Hortaleza, M.D. Whitening System 
Whitening i ot allinrone, is a continuous and integrated 
process hat needs ampie Ue to make you fly reap its 
еа. Thats wiy serious whitening requires nothing 
less hana comprcherive sin cae system. 

Ол prescription orem MD. Whitening Syste! Gives 
Sour sn radiance Бу day and lightering by night, Used 
Тарлау, tis system works hard to сесі Üghten 
rines and dark spot wie providing protection from. 
the ui cartening elec ofthe tn and the envionment 
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Whitening you can swallow! 
Hortaleza, M.D. llluminous 
Whitening Capsule 
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Youthfulness you can preserve! 
Hortaleza, M.D. 

Age Reducer System 
Do you know ht 40 he new 302 Now, more than ever, 
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Flawlessness you can achievel 
Hortaleza, M.D. 
Pimple Control System 
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FREE FACIAL! 
Tes FREE FACIAL is олау о 
Beh pala en ot 
ге rom Sewer 


Load 24/7 Text Unlimited and get 
as much as 4 hours of free calls. 


Another first from the network 

that started the Unlimited Service. 
Switch to Sun and express yourself more! 
February 10 to March 10 only. 


loads. 
*Free call Unlimited Service apply to local Sun-to-Sun calls and texts. See flyers for details. Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 0637, Series of 2006. 


*Promo applies only to 24/7 Text Unlimited P150 & P50 
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By Cheryl Tiu 
2bU! Correspondent 


zo 


x: 


es 


IT'S THE TIME OF THE YEAR THAT EVERY- 

one in high school has been waiting for: 

f prom season, Whether it's sophomore night, 

junior prom or senior ball, everyone's excit- 

ed to dress up and waltz and look like 
princes and princesses for the night. 

То make the night as worry-free as po 
ble, 2bU! has come up with a list of things 
that should—and shouldn't—be done at 
your formal to make sure the most highly 
anticipated event of the school year turns 

H out to be the most memorable as well. 


Do 
' Prepare a camera to capture the pho- 
togenic memories. Even if there is a profes- 
sional photographer, it's a lot more fun to 
candidly capture the night. Just make sure 
you dont lose your camera, especially 
when you're out on the dance floor. 
* Tell your parents where you are going 
and who you are going with. This way, you'll 
be able to have fun and not get in trouble 
with them afterward. 

е Маке sure that appointments for hair, 
nails, makeup, etc. are taken care of a week, 
or at least several days, before prom. 

є Start breaking in and practice walking 

‘on prom shoes at least a week before prom so 
‘when the big night arrives, there won't be 
any sore feet—and a lot of tripping. 
е Ask for the color of your date's dress 
and tux so you don't clash on the big night. 
О soo ае cash just in case something 
ENIC) pops up that might require extra money. 
© Make sure everything fits in advance. 
ро not wait until the day before. 


E 


IUSTRATONBISTEPNSRANO. 


and don 


Don't break up 
with your boyfriend 
before the prom. 
Do it afterward 


* Engage in good conversations with your 
date. Ifyou really don't have anything to talk 
about, try involving the other couples at your 
table into a group conversation, instead of 
sulking at your plate. 

‘© Have а good time, make wise choices, 
and enjoy yourself 


Don’t 

* Forget to pick up your date. 

Forget the corsage or boutonniere. 

* Ask to see your date's dress or tux before 
the big day... its supposedly bad luck. 

е Overdo the perfume or cologne. Please 
don't bathe in it. 

* Tell your date that she looks better without 
makeup and hairspray. This is not the right time 
to tell her that you prefer the "natural" look, 

Sit at home and sulk, even if you don't 
havea date, Go stag or with a group of friends 
and havea blast. 

е Break up with your boyfriend/girlfriend 
during the week of prom. If you think the 
breakup is coming, just bite your tongue and 
try to wait a few days after prom. Prom is a 
memory that lasts a lifetime, and you don't 
want it to be clouted by a bad breakup. 


isee mechanics poster for details. 


SA Double yourchancesof winning `% 
P500 SODEXHO PREMIUM PASS 3. 
j inSrafledrawswithevery “ 
purchese of any meal with NESTEA, 
NESTLE lemonade, or NESTLÉ Dalandan 


E-mail the author at chloe_dominique@ya- 
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To join, simply charge a minimum purchase of 1,000 to your ВРІ Express Credit Card. 
Every P14,000 purchase entitles you to опе raffle entry. The more entries, the more chances to win. 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY 
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Simply sweet 

On Princess, Xeng aimed for 
simple, fresh-faced ook. Af- 
ter prepping her skin with. 
light foundation and powder, 
she lined Princess’ eyes with 
the blue end of the eye light 
pencil and intensified the col- 
г with the P600 Blue Icing 
pressed eye shadow. After 
‘that, Xeng applied the Sakura 
glow-on, a fresh pink shade, 
Dn the apples of her cheeks. 
She then finished it off with a 
swipe of the Daisy sweet ip 
loss. 


кп 


рош. 


Sweet and sexy 
Fora natural but stri 

Xeng evened out Danie's skin 

with Water Perfact foundation 

After patting on the Eye Jelly in 
Gold, Xeng lined Danie's oyes 

with pressed oye shadows in 

P200 (Orange Sorbet) and 

МЕ100 (Strawberry Mousse). Af- 
tera sweep ofthe Apricot glow- 

on on Danie’s cheeks, Xeng ap- 
plied more Eye Jelly on the center 

of Danie's lips and topped itwith — 
Daisy sweet їр gloss fora fuler | 


look, 


MAKEUP BY XENG ZULUETA 
THAR EY TATINYANG 
MODELS PRINCESS VIOLACO, DANIE MENDOZA AND JOY HENDRICKSON 


CHECK out Sweet 


Modeat Shu 
Uemura counters 


and Se 


in Rustan's Glorietta 


eeu 


Sugary sweet 

For a more avant-garde look, Xeng 
used a host of colors from the Sweet 
Mode collection. After prepping her 
skin with Water Perfect foundation, 
Xeng brushed on the Sugar glow-on to 
make Joy's skin glow. She then patted 
Joy's eyes with Eye Jelly in order to 
make color adhere better to the eyelids, 
and used a combination of four eye 
shadows (ME100 Strawberry Mousse, 
P200 Orange Sorbet, P300 Lemon 
Curd, and P600 Вїше Icing), taking care 
to blend the color carefully for a water- 
color-inspired effect. She finished off 
with a sweep of Apricot blush, eye jelly 
and 60 gloss in Plumeria. 


Ifyou exude natural but glamorous vibes, MAC 
Lingerie is the collection for you. With makeup 
colors that look and feel like second skin, Lingerie 

P is great for prom-ready girls who want to be able. 
жы YC, to use the makeup they wear after a night of glit- 
9 a `, ter and frothy gowns. 


“BELT RAY The collection contains new colors of MAC'S 
жылга best-selling products. You won't go wrong with 
their eye shadows, which last long and in colors 
that stay put the whole night (no disappearing act 
when you thank the Academy for your prom 
queen crown), Try the eye shadows in Slip Pink 
(pink with pearl and Taupeless 
(lilac with diamond cluster). | | 
The show-stopper, however, is the Mineralize 
Skintinish. This dome-shaped blush is not опу 
prety to look at, it gives one of the best natural 
flushes from powder blush. Petticoat, a pale rose 
shade with gold and amber shimmer, looks great 


on any skin tone. Naked You, a pale beige shade 
with brown streaks, is a good highlighter. 


Also try their Pro Pigments, which 
are all-around powders for the 
eyes, lips, cheeks, and décolletage. 
Goldenaire, a rosy pink shade with 
gold pearl, is the best all-around 
color. The pigment also comes in 
Lovely Lily (Пас with red pearl) and 
Pink Ора! (ivory tinted with pink). 


Of course, a MAC collection will never be com- 
plete without their trademark lipstick and lip. 
gloss. Check out Pink Maribu, which will go well 
with knockout black gowns, and Of Courset!, a 
frosted coral shade. 


‘The Lingerie collection is available at MAG coun- 
ters in Rustan's Glorietta and Shangri-La. 


Text by Bianca Consunji 
ZbUI Correspondent 
Photos by Niko Cid 


JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL, FIVE 
years ago. A young buck from the 
nearby all-boys’ school stood ner- 
vously at the foot of the stairs, 
waiting for me to finish my grace- 
ful flight in my glittering blue 
gown, He looked up with tender 
eyes and said, "You look better 
without makeup.” 

No, the rest of the night didn't 
go too well, either. But while it 
‘wasn’t exactly the most tactful 
thing in the world to say, he was 
right. The matte brown eye shad- 
ow, earth-toned blush and red lip- 
stick made me look like someone 
else (say, somebody's spinster 
aunt), 

‘While five years may not seem 
like such a long time, makeup 
styles have greatly improved 
since then. 


For instance, it is now possible 
towearbright colors such as blue, 
pink, orange, and green without 
looking like a clown. Glitter 
doesn't have to be gritty or loud, 
and not everyone has to wear red 
lipstick for nights out. Also, many 
high school teens now are more 
receptive to themes such as “mas- 
querade,” so its easier to create a 
look for a particular theme. 

2bU! chose three of the coun- 
пуз top makeup brands to help 
high school girls get'ready for 
their prom. Check out the latest 
offerings from Shu Uemura, MAC 
and Lancôme. 

These days, there's no reason 
to look like someone's spinster 
aunt, And itll save you the trou- 
ble of blackening your date's eye 
if he insists on saying that your 
makeup's ugly. 


E-mail 
hoo.com 


biancaconsunji@ya- 


Do you love the Sweet Mode look? Go to your 
prom sporting the prettiest makeup this side 
‘of town courtesy of Shu Uemura. 2bU!'s 
choosing one giri (and a couple of her friends) 
to be made over by Xeng Zulueta for the prom. 
All you have to do is e-mail your name, school, 
‘contact details, а clear photo, and a short es- 
say on why you deserve the makeover to 
2bu.beauty@gmail.com, Be as creative as you 


Inspired by Shakespeare's “А Midsum- 
mer Night's Dream," Lancóme's En- 
chantress collection is perfect for girls 
who want a fairy-tale prom. 


The look is all about shimmer, ethereal 
colors, and sweet-looking shine, so 
play out your princess fantasies, be- 
cause this makeup is meant to be worn 
with atlara. 


The Petite Boheme shimmer powder, 
tor instance, creates a subtle glow to 
highlight specific areas on the face and 
shoulder. Think Galadriel from "Lord of 
the Rings." It's available in 3 shades: 
silver, gold and bronze. 


Juicy Tubes, Lancóme's best-selling 
product, are perfect for glossy lips. 
without that overly sticky feeling (the 
yummy flavors don't hurt, of course.) 
The limited-edition colors for this sea- 
son include peach (for the nude look) 
and a pinky-plum shade. 


The Color Focus Palette includes four 
Jewel-toned eye shadows in purples, 
pinks, and shimmery whites ina floral 
palette pretty enough to whip out dur- 
ing the prom. These colors are versatile 
enough to go smoky or clean, and last 
ong, too! Finish off the look with Cray- 
on Khol Waterproof liner, a long-la 
liner available in four metallic colors: 


silver, gold, bronze and blue. 


Clean & Clear. 
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Wrinkle Defense 
‘and Protective Cream 


FREE pouch for any 
purchase of Radiance 
Whitening Face Powder, 
‘Soap or Lotion. 


FREE 69 Maxipee! moisturizing cream for 
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1,28 3 30ml and 60m! 
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The Prize of Beauty 


Pick-a-Prize for a minimum single-receipt purchase worth P300 
from Cosmetics, Perfumery, and Health & Beauty Aids, 
inclusive of participating products. 
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dating—a L of passage that, with alljts ex- 
pectations and reservations, is an Expérience 
in itself. 

But before you slip into your suit and strap 


By Paolo Lorenzana 
2bU! Contributor 
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Your prom 

isn't the last 

night you'll that Velcro corsage onto your date's wrist, here 
are some things to consider so you can avoid 


cringing at the memory of one of the most sig- 
nificant nights of your high school life. 


Dos 

Your interest in your date's parents should 
correlate with your interest in taking her out 
of their house. Arriving early enough to pick 
your date up and assuring them of who you 
are and your night's itinerary is like collateral 
for bringing their daughter back. 

Anticipate and deliver. From matching the 


ever be in the 
presence of 
the opposite 
sex, so take 
it easy, tiger 


Your new home is 
closer than you think. 
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P10,322 
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P10,665 


* Rates apply only for new loan releases where purpose is acquisition, 
construction or refinancing. Rates are subject to change without prior notice. 


**For every loan amount of P1,000,000 with a 20-year loan term. 
Call 845-8772 or text PSBANK HOME AD «your name> «your landtine nos.» 


your email address> then send to 391-772 for Smart or 0917-890-2327 
for Globe and ather users. 
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color of her dress to her corsage, taking care 
of the post-prom snack tab to the music that 
plays in your car and opening its doors for 
her—always be one step ahead as your date's 
attendant and bodyguard, 

If you had to pick one night in your high 
school life to actually look like money, make it 
prom night. Comb that һай, shave that bud- 
ding mustache, and invest in a suit that isn't 
shiny, too big or a mint-green hand-me-down 
from an older brother. 

Al right, you can never be Diego Luna in 
“Dirty Dancing 2,” but at least try to put some 
effort in your two-step. After making it clear 
that you ‘don’t dance,” moving your 
feet—and not just shaking your head—will 
still be appreciated by your date. 

If your prom turns out to have the fun factor 
ofa school symposium, bringing your date out 
for some coffee or midnight grub rather than a 
raucous after-party is always favorable. Show- 
ing her a great time with good conversation is 
your golden ticket to a succeeding date. 


Don'ts 

Girls devote almost an entire day to what 
you see when they finally emerge from their 
Tooms. And that doesn’t even include the 
dress. A compliment or two won't make you a 
cheesy cliché, but ignoring your dates ap. 
pearance will make you an ungrateful pig. 

Considering you'll actually want to remem- 
ber this night and bring your date home safe- 
ly lay off the booze. It's one party that can af- 
ford to be “lame” without the liquor. There'll 
be enough beer kegs in college, anyway. 

Your prom isn’t the last night you'll ever be in 
the presence of the opposite sex, so take it easy 
tiger. Groping your date on the dance floor and 
telling her you've got motel reservations won't 
crown you prom king. Ir only label you a perv. 

Do away with flashcard conversation or 
telling your date how many crunches you do 
at the gym. You can impress her by listening 
and being genuinely interested in what she 
has to say, not by how many topics you can 
talk about or by treating her like a counselor, 

You will never be Heath, Freddy, or that 
dude with the hot date. Acting like someone 
youre not will only put snags in your night and 
make your date uncomfortable. Your prom 
happens only once, so whether you're going 
with a girlfriend or a pity partner tagged by 
your mother, milk this night for what it’s worth. 
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